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fsJizM txix. Vet. gr. 

fFh^ei»iih skaU a ymiAg inm ckanse his imyf 
By taking heed thereto atxoriingib thy word^ 

IK Ae fbrnoier paurt of thisPsalih, thcf royal 
writer had expreissed his determined risolu* 
tiott of walking uprightly, and keeping the com* 
mandmettt^ df his God. But struck with th6 
greatn^s cS the task he had undertaken, and 
Coilscidus of thi manifold snares with which 
the path of unsuspecting youth is ever strewed^ 
he here pauses, as it were, for a moment, to 
question with himself, how he should best be 
able to execute the^ noble but arduous resolutiob 
he had formed : ^' Wherewith rfiall a yoimg mau 
^* cleanse his way ?'' How shall a young ihany 
such as I am, ignorant and unexperiencedy 
guard his steps aright,, amid the corruptions of 
-^oi. II. ' B a dan- 
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I 

a dangerous world, or how shall he so direct his 
conduct, as to keep himself undefiled and inno- 
cent from the great offence? Aad to this enquiry 
he returns an answer of the greatest import-^ 
ance; an answer, which ought to be engraven, 
upon the breast of every young man, /who 
wishes to be happy : "By taking heed thereto, 
" according to thy word, '^ 

Here then are the two great rules, which 
ought to be the invariable glides of every young 
man's conduct; 1st, That he ought to take heed 
to his way : and, 2diy, That the measure of this 
caution ought to be the Word of God. 

' And ist, He must take heed. This is a lesson 
which cannot too oflten, or too strongly, be in- 
culcated upon the mind of every young Christian. 
Innocent and undesigning himself, he sets for* 
ward in the career of life, joyous and unsuspect^^ 
ihg/ . Having felt no danger, he thinks there is 
none. Unfurnished too with knowledge, un- 
fixed by principles of wisdom, unconfirmed by 
experience, the thoughtless wanderer is left to 
the guidance of wayward fancy or youthfiil 
pasaion, he therefore carelessly- strays through 
the fields of pleasure, he gathers the rose buds 
of the spring, he twines the festive garland of 
Joy ftnd youth, and tliinks himself at liberty to 

follow 
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follow their delusive. call, so long as they d6 not 
seem directly to lead him to ijijure himself or 
others ; not. knowing that the serpent of temp- 
tation is to be found even in the enchanting 
walks of paradise itself. 

. Here then is the time for wisdom to interpQ^a 
her friendly aid : to tell him, that these are dan-' 
gerous and deceitful guides : to tell him, that 
the world is full of snares and dangers, which 
he s^s not : to tell him, that he is in an enemy*s 
country, where every unguarded step may prove 
fatal, and, that every thing from within and 
without, if not timely prevented, will conspire 
togetherto d^aw him on to ruin and misery. 

. Let then some friendly monitor, let the voice 
of parental wisdom remind him, that he carrier 
e secret enemy within him, ever ready to tak§ 
advantage of his weakness and inexperiences 
that however wise and sagacious he may fancy 
himself, his own heart is deceitful above all 
things, and will, without great care and circum* 
spection, lead him on, by imperceptible grada* 
tions, to the brink of infamy and wretcbe4oessj 
and that it will, therefore, behove him to watch 
and examine every secret propensity and dawn-* 
ing resolution of the soul ; knowing that, hoM> 
ever inconsiderable they may at first sight seem, 

Bg th^y 
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they are, in reality^ no less thi^ the issues of liSp 
9 and death* 

; Nor -will k, secondly, be of less importaitce 
to the young Christian to knoV, that;he carries 
with him a dangerous enemy from without : that 
th€ temptations of the flesh are strong by nature, 
that they are stiU stronger by indulgence : thai 
il wiU, tlkt^kibref be indispensably necessary for 
him to deanse^ hi^ way by early habit^ firocn alt 
si|i and fiithiness of the flesh ; lest tMPtifial lust 
and eonfiimed appetite drown him in pej^dit^oo 
hoth of body and scmk 

Let him remember, thirdfy, tftat there is a 
dangerous and deceitful world to encounter, 
lirhich will endeavour to seduce his innocence, 
iinder a thousand <iisgu!ises. Is he disposed t& 
Ttmrth and gaiety? It will rush upon hiis soul 
with all the charms of novelty and! pleasure : it 
lias the power of beauty to invite, and the force 
of example to allure : it has the bowl of intoxi- 
^tiott to stupify his reason, and it has the emis* 
saries of hell to awaken his passions, by instilling 
the inflammatory poison of wanton description 
^r obscene representation, in those scandUons 
books and prints, which, to the eternaLdi^ace 
, T>f our civil policy, are publicly exposed to^ 

sale; 
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file, ;Btnd are the baae aad ruin of thousands in : 
these kingdoms. 

I9 he inclme^ to busmess and the active pur* 
suits of life ? It has the kiogdoms of the wprl4 
mid all the glory qf them to $et ^fore hitn : it 
will aqcwt him ia the specious laft^age of the 
tempter, *' All these will I give^ thee, if th<?i^^ 
*' wilt fall dowi *ad worship roe :" an oifer hoy 
often fatal to the conscience, and, like its 
diabolic author, the father of rapinei ^^%^, lies, 
and 4nju&tice J • 

There 15 a smiling world too, which be has to 
encounteF, no less dangerous to the youthful 
uaindw The proffers of friendship, the entaiv- 
gkments of ambition, the glitter of titles^ 
honours and distinctions, will all display their 
tin3el finery^ to catch his unsuspecting eye, and 
mislead him from the roadiof virtue. And, 
what • i» worsft should he once yield to their 
aUuremenI, they will act like a powerful opiate 
upoii his aou\ they will benumb the feeHngs of 
nature, and render him insensible of dangev^ 
till death oir disappointment awake him to the 
utings of cQ»89i«nce and the borro|s of eternal 
vtngeaikc^^ 

. n 3 • Xet 
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Let him expect too, to fkid a fro\vniiig world, 
to act upon his fears, and drive him from tha 
steady fortress of ^integrity. He must be pre- 
pared to encounter the black train of misfortune, 
slander^ treachery, ingratitude, pain, exile, and 
dereliction: sf task how difficult to the man of 
the most spotless virtue and collected resolution; 
ind yet how necessary to every one, who travels 
the rough and dangerous road of human life! 

Let him know too, that he has a spiritual ad** 
versary ever near him, to take every advantage; 
to strengthen every temptation, Jlnd " as a 
'• roaring lion walki;ig about, seeking'whom he 
" may devour:" that it will therefore behovfe 
the young Christian not to be ignorant of his 
devices, not to throw himself off his guard, but 
rather, as the Apostle advises, to ** be sober, tQ 
^* be vigilant '* - 

Need I add, will not every young pereoti too 
soon experimentally find, that he has a weak and 
corrupt nature, ever ready to receive the inv- 
pressions of evil, and add strength to outward 
temptation, to second the assaults of corruption, 
and yield by treachery the fortress of virtue, 
where open force has failed ? Even the strongest 
will always find it a task of sufficient labour to 
counteract the preyaiUng.bias of a frail and cor- 
rupt 
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rupt nature : how arduous a task, therefore, will 
this be to the unconfirmed imbecility of youth, 
sdways pliant and ductile, when fonned tp $hec 
best advantage, and too often^ofl* and unresist* 
mgj from the feebleness of a xiatural false mo*, 
desty, or the misfoi^tune of a vitious or nqg^lected 
education ! > 

These are some of the difficulties which eveiy. 
young man has to encounter at his entrance 
into the world Highly, therefore, will it be- 
come him to walk circumspectly. Nor let 
him consider this as the task of leisure, or the 
employment of listless indifference. The trial 
13 arduous, and the issue no less than endless 
happiaess or misery. It will require him, there* 
fore, to summon all his ia:bilities, and to call in 
all the aids of reason an4 religion. 'He nmst 
watch the dawnings of sin in his soul with a 
jealous eye, he must examine every design, he 
must weigh every consequence, he must stand, 
firm and immoveable against every assault 

And the best method of doing this, will be> 
th^t recommended by the Psalmist in the woids 
of the text : *' he must take heed to his ways, 
#« according to God's word." 

» 4 . Nor 
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. Nqr need he wish fdr u' better or VMm c6vfb< 
pkte'djreotipa foi* his condai^et Its pteoepts are^ 
&»; <|>laiQ^ and sinopie; jiet contain a iBOSfc. 
perfect yule of Hfl( and maimers^ They ^wre 
fifiany cif tbem delivered by illiterate fiaher^ten; 
aiuljngphame&; jiet exceed all the boasted nUec> 
of philosophy/ and all the treasure*^ Of ancki^fc^ 
wisdom. They point out to him his situation 
aad yafidus lelations in life, and furnish him 
irith the. fullest inslructicau for itis conduct in 
i^ consid^od as a dependent, aooial, and acn 
Giountable beiog. They tell hinr what he owea 
to God, what he owes to his neighbour^ what he 
owes to himself. They explain to him tine grfsat 
iliy^tery ^ his redemption from sin and death ; 
and in th^se tht^ec short, biit comprehehfive* 
W4drds, repentance, faith, and obedience, teach, 
bbn what is expected fVom him aa a Christian* 
Thfey etiffarce all these duties by the most ci^nfr 
inative^ and po^erfid sanctions. And, to add 
still greater '^w^ight, ra^ whole of what is them 
delivered is ^lustrated isy the most strikuig. 
portraits of living virtue ; that example may add 
t^r^y/ta pte^C, and that speculative : M^iidfem 
and pa*actical piety, may he seen, aa they abmyir 
sjeiouid be, 4inited 

" ^ - * • • - 
To this word of God, therefore, let eveiy 
yoittig man go, for the giiidance of his conduct 

in 



m WSt, Lpt him weigh well its varicHis pre cepto ; 
l«t faim rtudy carefully its CKamples^ let hinl 
meditate en iU awful sanctions ; Jet him lay hol^ 
of its promises ; kt him pray fbr its holy com# 
feitfi and eneigetic assistances. — Let this, nHhieh 
IS the first business in importance, be also 
the first hufiiness of U& in bis 'thoughts and 
attentioii* 

But let him not, in the second place, despifus 

ibr aegtect the subsidiary ai<b of huiuari priideuQf 

and precaution. We are npt to givq ourselves 

I up, as some vainly pretend, to svidden illaps^ 

I ^.nd secret illuminations. For reason, as well aji 

f Mvektion, is called in scripture the candle of the 

^ JjotAy and the superior hl^iie of the one was 

l&ever meant to extinguish the light of the other. 

And sure I am, that feebly will that virtue be 

guarded amidst a deceitful world, which joins 

Bot something of the wisdom of the serpent to 

the hannlessness of the dove. 

Lot the young man, therefore, who would 
secure his virtue, despise no aid, neglect no ad<> 
Yan^ge. Is he inclined to any particular faiU 
;« ing? Let him watch the part in which he is 
most vulnerable, with double diligence. Is he 
'disposed to mirth and pleasure? Let reason ever 
stand as a watchful guard over imagination, t^ 

check 
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check the first sallies of intemperate gaiety. * I9 
he allured by thexHstirfctionyor.hohours of am^ 
||jtioii? Let him retire sometimeis from the 
world, and set its tiews at a distance : let him 
listen to the dictates of aige, and the declarations 
tof experience, that all is vanity. Does his 
heart wander from God, and incline him tcS 
wickedness? Let him frequently contemplate the 
various motives to' early piety, and the wisdom 
6f remonbering our Crettor in the days^ of our 
youth. Is he tempted to commit a small sin? 
Let him remember, tjiat every ^in is a trans^ 
gression against a God, and that the descent of 
vice is slippery and dangerous. • And above all,; 
in every temptation, let him ask himself these 
two plain, but weighty questions:— *^ What is 
^* it I am going to do? Will the pleasure of a 
*^ moment compensate for the^loss of my inno^^ 
*' ceiace, the favour of. my God, the peace of 
*^ my conscience, aiid the hope of eternal salva* 
** tion?" Should he, after this, fall, instant ret 
pentance must succeed to his crime: for the 
tears of contrition can alone \v2Ls\i away l;he 
stains of guilt And to the tears of a contritei> 
he must also s^dd the firm resolution of a manly 
and christian heart; for vain and fruitless i$ 
that jepentance, which mourns over past failures 
in conduct, but produces not a detestation and 
abandoning of sin. . . , i .... • 

Nor 



S1ERMON XXIL IV 

Nor let the young Christian think it a hard* 

or unnecessary task which is here enjoined him. 

For if he does not thus resolve to take heed tA 

his ways, sin will soon gain the dominion over 

him, and he will soon have cause to lament the . 

happiness from which he has fiillen. He will 

look back with horror upon his past life, and 

with envy regret those days of innocence and 

tranquility he once enjoyed. *' There was a 

time," he will say, when I awaked with com- 

'* fort, and lay down in peace: yonder sun of 

^* the morning never rose, but to light me to 

** new happiness; my thoughts were as chearful 

" as his beams : the star of the evening invited 

** irie to undisturbed repose: for then my heart 

*^ wgs a stranger to care, and a foe to fraud : 

^* my soul felt no. pain; for it knew no guilt. 

*^ But now, the present hour is clouded with 

^' anxiety, the past is armed with the stinging 

^^ reproaches of conscious guilt ; and the future 

^' comes on, arrayed in all the tenors of 

** vengeance and eternal despair." 

Neither let the young soldier of Christ com- 
plain that the trial is too hard for him, and 
beyond his strength* Are his enemies strong? 
Heaven is on his side, and is stronger. Are his 
temptations powerful? The grace of God is 
more powerful, and will not fail him^ if he does 
- . not 
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not first fail himself. " Ye are of God, little 
** children," say$^5t John, ^'andhaveQv^jPwnw 
^ them: because greater is he that is in you, 
^ than he that is in the world." Do hjsspirita 
faint? l>t him look up to heaveq^and compare 
^.n eternity of joy with momen^ry syfFeringa.; 
Poes his faith fail ? Let him viejr the first d^-* 
fenders of Christianity, who sang praises to <5o4 
amidst excruciating torments and surrpui^diiig 
flames. Let him remember iGo, tliat his titM 
of trial is short; that no^hmg is requited of him 
but what is practicajble^ beca^ise it has been 
pi'actisisid ; that every ccojquest makes his diffi- 
culties less ; and that virtue, by becoming habi- 
tual, becomes, at the same time, easy and de- 
fightfiil. '^ Her ways are iira}'^ of pleasantness^ 
** and all her paths are peace." .&iflfer me to 
add faither to this consideration, how beautiful 
yeligion appears in youthful minds and early 
age. Can there ^. be a nobler sights tlian to 
li^hold a young pefson sequestered from the 
follies of the world, and hQldiog a* spiritual 
intercourse with his Maker? Can there be a 
spectacle vn^ve worthy for a God bimi^elf to 
look down upon with pkaisure, tiiauL the. un^ 
affected piety of a youthful mind, rejecting aU 
the alluremeiarts and temptations. of senae, aaidl 
,in the language of Soloraouj, ad4res«hg bim^^lf 
to bea,veR, for that wisdpin whicjh is frow fhw^^ 
3 ^' O God 
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'O Gbii of ASy fethettf, VtlA tofd 6f aU^mercy^ 
** tdio hast Iliads ati things \rrth thy 'word/ a(fld 
<' o^ddined man tbraugh thy wisdom, itaO: 1^ 
^ jshoiitd hire domifiioii' over. tiM cttsLturW 
*< which thottt^ hafet ttiadej giv« me.wtedom tha« 
•* s4tt€th by thy throni^ and reject mc not frotri 
^' amoftg thy children/ For I thy servant, and 
** sota of thine handmaid, am a feeble person^ 
*^ and of a short time, and too young for th4 
•* understanding of jwjlgment and laws, t O send 
•* ber lont of thy holy heavensj and from th« 
*^ thirbne-of thy glory, that, bding present, she 
^* may labour with xuCy that I may know wha* 
** is pleashig unto thee/' 

Uo# must 6udk a sight as this eclipse the 
laboured finery of the proudest beauty ! HoMt* 
must it add inexpressible charms, not only to 
thie bloom of youth, "but make even deformity 
itself imiable ! Bow must it warm the anxious 
httiri of a parent ! With what a pkasing radiance 
nfrtiit it gild fbe evening of his days, and mak« 
him go down in comfort to the grave of his 
fathers ! ^ 

It would be almost too shocking to say what 
effect a contrary behaviour must have upon the 
tenderness of a p£^rental breast. Let every dis- 
solate and abandoned child conceive it for him- 
self. 
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self* Let him reflect what it is to blast the. 
hopes of long indulged expectation ; to repay 
^e cafes of infancy with scorn and ingratitude; . 
V wound the quiet of declining age, and bring 
down gray hairs with sorrow to the grave. If 
these thoughts are not sufficient to stop him in 
his career of wickedness, all that remains for 
the poor afflicted parent is in bitterness of heart 
to curse the day in which he was born; to 
lament (hat the pangs sh|^. endured at his birth 
were infinitely inferior to those she now feels ; 
and, weeping over her abandoned child, to 
address him in the piercing language of* our 
Saviour: '* If thou hadst known, even thou, in 
" this thy day, the things which belong to 
*^ thy peace ! but now they are hid from thine 
'' eyes!" 

You then that are just entering upon life, 
will do well to consider these things seriously 
with yourselves. Stand still, therefore, for a 
moment, and reflect, before you begin your 
course, that you may be able to run it with 
joy. Be assured, that much depends upon it ; 
your own welfare here, the comfort of your 
friends, and, what is above all, your eternal 
state hereafter. 

You 



\ You arc at present happy : be assured, that 
that happiness is ' the ^ect of your innocence* 
.Preserve that innocence as you advance in Kf^ 
and you Mall be happy still. ;Bji^ the moment 
you give way to guilt, you will let in a flood of 
cares and misery upon your souls, which will 
drown you in perdition. 

You will find a dangerous and deceitful world 
to encounter. It hag its smiles, and jt has its 
frowns ; it will become you, therefore, to prepare 
your soul for temptation in both : but neither 
let the one allure, nor the other terrify you, out 
of your integrity. Keep innocency, and take 
heed to the thing that is right. Look up to the 
God of your fathers, and take heed ^ to your 
ways, according to his word, and you have 
nothing to. fear. He will be a hiding-place from 
the wind, and a covert from the tempeet ; his 
faithfulness shall be your shield and buckler. 

And may the God of all mercy teach us alt 
so to consider them, that we may in earnest 
apply our hearts unto wisdom ; that neither the 
splendor of any thing that is great, nor the con- 
ceit of any thing that is good in us, may with* 
draw our eyes from looking upon ourselves as 
sinful dust and ashes; but that we may press 
forward to the mark of the prize of our high 

calling 
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Hebrews xii. 2. 



Looking unto JesuSy the author and finisher of 
our faith ; who, for the joy that was set before 
him, endured the cross, despising the shame^ 
and is set dffwn at the Hght hand of the throne 
of God. 

TT is of all consolations, to a considerate 
-*• mind, the greatest and most powerful, that 
there is a God in heaven that ruleth ovgr all the 
jarring and distracted scenes of this lower 
world ; — a God, without whose concurrence no 
power can reach us, no change or chance can 
bcfal us, and on whose goodness we may safely 
rely, as directing all things with an impartial 
hand, and for the best and most salutary pur-^ 
poses. And yet, in the common conduct of 
human life, how little do we see of that patience 
and resignation, which such a consideration 
ought to inspire ! How little do we see of that 
lowliness of mind and submission, with which 
the creature ought ever to bow down before his 
VOL. II. c Creator; 
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Creator; — of that humility and meekness, with 
which the dark glimmerings of human wisdom 
should bend to the all-surveying brightness of 
divine omniscience! On the contrary, we are 
ever attempting to fathom with the scanty line 
of finite knowledge, the unfathomable depths of 
immensity; we are ever ready to break out into 
the murmurs of impiety, or sink into the abyss 
of, despair; we are ever disposed to impeach the 
decrees of unerring wisdom, and arraign the 
sentence of impartial justice; and in all the 
misfortunes we suffer; instead of looking up to 
the God of consolation with submissive eyes, 
and a heart full of contrition for those sins 
which have justly drawn down his heavy dis- 
pleatsure, the unfortunate dre rather disposed to 
charge him as a hard and cruel master, who 
loves tb sport with the unoffending work of 
his hands, and willingly afflicts the children of 
men. 

"'Have we not,'" say they, " without any 
" fault of ours, experienced, even from our 
** cradles, nbthing^but calamities, afflictions, 
** and pains? Were \^e not left orpharis in our 
'** infancy; — no tender mother to cherish ^us in 
"her bo^om, — no prudent father to 'conduct 
" our steps through the follies of youth, and 
" shield our inexperience from the frairds and 

"-alliire- 



*^^. 



" ailuBements of a deceitful M^orid? And have 
" we since met with any thing but crosses tand 
'•* disappointments in our lawful callings ? With 
'* what have our industrious struggles for bread 
** been rewarded, but with poverty and distress? 
** Are we not niade a scorn and derision to 
'* them that are round about us? Are not our 
*' most innocent expressions misrepresented by 
** the poisonous tongue of calumny, and our 
** most innocent actions perverted into crimes? 
*' Hath not God multiplied upon us sicknesses 
■^ and infirmities; and our days, though few, 
*' are they not full of evil? Are not even our 
*' blessings, turned into our* misfortunes, ^nd 
** our joys into curses? The friend, that should 
** have been our support, has treacherously de- 
'^ ceived and betrayed us: — ^the child, whoBC 
*' beams we might have hoped should have 
** gilded the evening of our days with pleasure, 
** has set in darkness, nevdr to rise again. 
*^ Thus helpless, poor, and friendless, we betid 
** towards the earth, and wait, in melanchdly 
** suspense, for that awful moment which shall 
** bring us to the grave. What, therefore, -are 
ff we to conclude from hence, but that God 
** hath marked us out from our childhood as 
<* the signal objects of his heavy and unmerited 
*' vengeance — ^And if we look forwards ; if we 
*^ 'cariy our views to another life after this, 

c 3 ** what 
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" what better treatment can we expect at his 
" hands? What reason can we have to imagine 
" that he who hath dealt so hardly with lis 
".here, will deal more favourably with us here- 
, " after?" 

' Such, too often, is the language of the unfor- 
tunate itnder the afflicting hand of God. 

But what weak^ as well as presumptuous, r^- 
soning is this ! Thou considerest, O man, that 
God hath left no week of labour without its 
sabbath ; no trial without its issue ; no toil with- 
out its reward ; no darkness of calamity without 
light sufficient to ^ direct thee to Christ, the 
harbour of safety and eternal salvation. 

And farther; what axe all thy sufferings, > be 
they ever so great and many, when compared 
with those of thy blessed Redeemer?, Read his 
history, and be silent; ^^look unto Jesus, the 
" author and finisher of our faith," and learn 
patience, thou tha;t darest to* repine at the dis- 
pensations of heaven ! - 

His first appearance was that of ,a helpless 
' babe; surrounded with all the marksrof infamy 
and neglect ; exposed to all the miseries, infir- 
mities, an4. sufferings' of mont^lity; He ,stib- 
:. mitted 
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Biitted not only to be man, but even to be the 
least and lowest of nieh. The circumstances of 
his birth were • not only void of all worldly 
pomp andgrandeuri .but even such as would, 
naturally subject him to the scorn of the 
haughty, the contempt of the rich, and the 
^ • derision of fools. 



Though he was born a king by his office, yet 
mean swaddling-clothes were his imperial robes, 
.and a manger his royal cradle.' And no sooner 
was lie born into the world, than he \vas doomed 
the victim of a tyrant's jealousy ; nor could any 
thing less than a wretched banishment from his 
country deliver the helpless babe fr6m the edge 
of a tyrant's sword. And after this escape, this 
foreboding prelude to his .misfortunes, what was 
his whole ministry upon ^arth but one continued 
scene of hardship ; nor had he frequently even 
where to lay his head. He was persecuted with 
all the combined malice of men and devils; he 
felt the bitter pang of being despised and re* 
jected of his own brethren ; he was buffeted, 
spit upon, and scourged ; and, at last, closed a 
most miserable life by a most painful and ijg- 
nominious death ; — he was slain, and hanged on. 
a tree, . ^ 



Go 
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Go now then, thou murmuring sinner, whea 
thou hast answered this one question, *'Why 
^* should the servant expect to fare better tham 
f* his Lord?" — go and complain, - that thy 
labours are ill requited; — that thou art afflicted 
beyond the ordinary measure of human sufFerr 
ing, and singled out as the passive mark of the 
fiery .arrows of the Almighty. 

Or, if you think Christ an example far above 
ypur imitation, let us descend to lower ex- 
Samples : — look into the history of his disciples^ 
m^n, weak and frail men, like yourselves, and 
there seek but for a parallel to your misfortunes, 
and a pattern for your conduct, Yet these 
wWeak and frail men were tortured, not accepting 
deliverance, that they might obtain a better re* 
ilurrection. These holy men had trial of cruel 
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover, of 
bonds and imprisonment: nay, they underwent 
Bufferings almost shocking to the feelings of 
humanity to recite : — ^* they were stoned, — their 
** bodies were sawn asunder, —they were tempted, 
** -T-were slain, with the sword ; they wandered 
*' about in sheep-skins and goat-skins, being 
'* destitute, afflicted, tormented: they wandered 
** in deserts and in mountaintV and werq glad 
[^ to take up their abode in the dens of wild 
^^ beasts, and the caves of the earth:'* in short, 

fiO 
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so many and so great afflictions did these holy. 
■ men undergo, that, if in this h'fe only they had 

tope, they^were doubtless of all meu the' most 
iniserable. 

But instead of repining at the hard usaga 
ivhieh they received from an ungratefiil world,, 
vhich they were labouring to save from eternal 
destriic^ion, how wisely did they reason upoa 
the misfortunes which befel tliem! They knew 
that s^fflictions were the common lot of men, 
land especially of the saints and feithful followers 
of Christ: — that their appointment was of 
God, and theii- end the benefit of man. They 
wisely considered them, not a^ the stripes of a 
^arsh and implacable master, but the chastise? 
ments of a. kind and benevolent fathef. They 
^new that they were intended to humble and 
purify their squls from sin; to wean their 
thoughts from things below, and direct them tq 
things above, where alone true joys are to bq 
found. They looked upon them in the light of 
so ^lany proofs of their perfect resignation to 
the almighty will, and firm reliance on his 
justice and mercy, \vho governs all things ix^ 
heaven and in earth. 

And as they were thus sensible that trouble 
wa3 their portion, appointed for good ends, 

c 4 • to 
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tb make them truly happy ; so did they comfort 
themselves with reflecting that the hands of the 
devil and man were tied up, so as effectually to 
restrain them from doing more against them than 

. God was pleased to ' permit, or. they were able 
to bear; — that the manner, measure, season, 
and duratioi! of their trial, were all determined 
by the line of un^eviating justice, according to 
their^espective advantages; — that isb long as 
they continued righteous and patieilt under their 

' troubles, 50 long would they be near and dear 
unto God ; and that he would not always be 
putting their virtue to these hard trials, but that 
their light afflictions, which was but for a mo* 
ment, should in the end work out for them a far 
more exceeding' and eternal weight of glory in 
the heavens; whilst they looked not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which 
are not seen ; considering that those .things^ 
which are seen are temporal, but those which are 
not seen are eternal, ' ^ 

By these solid reflections did the persecuted 
disciples and followers of a persecuted Redeemer 
comfort themselves under all their tribulation 
and distress. And their example i$ placed before 
us, to point out to the soul sinking under the 
burden of adversity, the sure, though ^rugged, 
road to everlasting bljss, ^heir patience and 

humility, 
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humility/ in the most legible characters, direct 
the miserable and unhappy. — ** Go, und do-thoa 
*' likewise, even as they have done before thee^ 
*^ in far more heavy and distressful circuiii- 
*' stances: and remember this to thy consola^ 
** tion, that though thou tlo% in this life^ re^* 
*' ceivest evil things, yet the day will come;) 
** when thy patience and virtue shall be, re- 
** warded with glory and honour and immor* 
'* tality in the life to come." 

That prosperity is in itself, when rightly made 
use of, a very great blessing, noi^e but; a mad^ 
man, I suppose, would pretend to dispute: and 
yet, when we , look upon the many and. fatal 
errors in which it t6o often involves thos6 
v/ho are possessed of it, it is not very easy to 
determine, whether it be always for out iiiteteSt 
to desire it The voice of experience will tell 
us, that riches and grandeur too frequently in- 
chne men to put their whole confidence, itt 
themselves, and to estrange their hearts from 
that Supreme Being, who gave them all things 
richly to enjoy ; and thus, instead of being a 
'blessing, become a curse : so that however those 
may flatter themselves, who waste their anxious ; 
days and sleepless nights in the pursuit of easthly 
treasures, they little know whether they may 
jjot be pursuing that vwbich will prove their 

heaviest 
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heavkst l^^iQ^ calamity; even the loss of a 
Talaabte and immortal soul 

, Ind^d^ w^re this the only state of aur ^x-r 
istenGe; were ^here no day of account to come 
haereafter; it were good for a man to €;at and to 
^Inkf and to enjoy the good things \ip4eT the 
aun, all the days .of his li/e, which CJo^ giyeth 
hkn; for then w^ulld this be his only portion. 
Upon this supposition, we could not find much 
to blame in the reasoning of that rich man, who 
said to his soul, ** Soul^ .thou hast much good 
^* laid up for many year^ ; take thine e^e; eat, 
f ^: drinji, atld be merry." For, as the Apostle 
iurgued £nm his oy^n case, "if, after the manner 
* ' of men, I hav^ fpyght with beasts at Ephesus, 
*' il^hat adyantag^th it me, if the dead rise not? 
V Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow we die." 
But when w6 are assured that after this life 
Cometh another, wherein every man shall give 
an account of the talents committed to his 
eharge ; when we consider that the same Jesi^s^ 
who endured patiently such contradiction of 
sinners against himself^ is now set down at the 
right han4 of that throne of God, before which 
we must all soon appear ; how widely is the case 
then altered ! And the man must be mad indee4 
who has this consi4^ration iq view, an4 y^t 
prefers the transitory pleasures qf this short 

span. 
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fipan, before the; unspeakable enjoymjsnts of a^ 
cverlastiog futuFity; nay, he must be doubly 
xnady who, in consideration of a few*^ niomeor 
tary sniatches of imaginary bliss, C5an be cou- 
tented to dwell with ; everlasting burnings 
And yet such is the folly> such is the m^ 
ijess of every man who believes the;Gosp^ of 
Christ without obeying its precepts; who is 
rich in this world, but is not rich toXvards. God. 
Such is the man that taketh not God for his 
strength, but trusteth unto the multitude. of his 
riches, aiid streogthancth himself ia his wick* 
edness. - 

Go on then, thou son iof pleasure, to rejoice in 
thy youth, and let thine heart cheer thee in the 
days of thy youth : —continue to walk in the 
ways of thine heart, and the sight of thine 
eyes: — but severely wilt thou one day rue the 
unhappy choice, and repent thy rfolly ; ibr 
know, that for all , these things, God will 
assuredly bring thee into * judgment.— Let the 
wis^:roan of this world, if he likes i1^ glory inC 
his wisdom ; let the mighty man of this world 
glory in his might ; let the rich man glory in 
his riches; but behold! to their cost, Christ 
wiH come quickly, and his reward is with him, 
to give to every man according to his work : 
and then shall the poor >nd lowly of heart be 

comforted. 
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comforted^ bqt the proud and mighty shall be 
inightily tormented. How, therefore, will such 
n^en, at (hat dread hour, say unto the moun- 
tains^ fall on us; and to the rocks, cover us ; — 
cover us from the face of Him that sitteth upon 
the throne of judgment, and from the wrath . of 
the Lamb that was slain for us:» for the great 
and terrible day of his wrath is come, — and 
who is able t6 abide his coming? How will 
they then wish, that, instead of trusting in un-* 
certain riches,. they had copied^ their heavenly 
Master's condescension and charity ! How will 
their mean pride and vanity be put out of couh* 
tenance ; how will their earthly pomp ' and 
pageantry appear vile in their own eyes, when 
they reflect, — for they will then, alas? too late 
reflect,— upon the noble example of humility set 
them by the great Lord of heaven and earth ! - 
And yet, even then, if they have attempted it, 
how far must they have fallen short of reaching 
the glorious original ! For, weie the distance 
bet\«^een the highest and lowest of men, between 
the king on his throne and the beggar on the 
dunghill; — were this distance ten thousand 
times greater than it really is, yet still would 
there be an infinitely wider difference between 
the greatest of mankind and the ev^lasting Son 
of God. And yet he vouchsafed to stoop down 
from a throne of glory, to take upon him the 

passions 
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passions and infirmities, the sufferings and inor* 
tality of his own creation; — ^}^et this Ancient of 
Days, whose outgoings have hien from everlast- 
ing, was wrapped in mean swaddling-clothes, an4 
the majesty of the high and holy One! lajd in ii 
manger ; and all this for the sake of us poor 
and itiiserable sinners. 

Hear this ind blush, ye high and lofty ones 
of -this world; .who> puiFed up with pride, an4* 
elated with prosperity, look down upon your 
fellow-creatures with contempt ; as beings below 
your notice or regard. Learn from Him, wh^ 
died to save the lowest as well as the greatest 
of men, that all men are equally dear to God. 
Let his . example teach you, that no person^ 
however high, can be debased by condescension^ 
and that the truest and most solid honour ' 
hath its foundation in humility; and that if we 
would approve ourselves the servants of God, 
to^ do his pleasure, we must, like him, endea- 
vour to promote the good of our fellow- crea- 
tures by acts of humility and charityy of kiqd- 
iiess and forbearance, as good stewards of tlidse 
good things' which we have received at the 
hands of God. 

Let us hear then the conclusion of the whole 
mWter. — I need not tell you that we are all of 

us 
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tis heirs of mortality, and, therefore, -all of u§ 
subject to those various turns of fortune, which 
this chequered-iceue of things affords. The 
kmshine of prosperity and the storms of mis- 
Ibrtunb, like the rain from heaven, descend alike 
on the just and on the unjust : we have, doubts 
less, each of us had our share of both already : 
perhaps even the present moment, little as we 
think of it, may be adding to the number ; it 
may demand our gratitude for some unlooked-ibr 
blessing, or call forth our tears for some unex- 
pected misfortune : — some happy chance, to us 
unknown, may now smile upon our fortunes ; or, 
on the contrary, some heavy calamity may be 
ready to greet our ears ^*^ith its unwelcome 
tidings ; some distant friend may be labouring 
under the agonies of distress; some distant and 
darling child may be uttering the pang which is 
^eard no more. These are events which are 
liourly taking place, and therefore are never im- 
■possible. But what lot yet awaits u§ in the 
•bosom of fate, is known only to that God, 
-whose judgments are like ,the great deep, and 
iis ways past finding out : — vain, therefore, and 
^fruitless will be our endeavours to pry into our 
future fortune; what that shall !be, it is GodJs 
to ordain, it is our's to bear. 

• Bat 
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Brit, in th^ meati time, it is onrddb^, k lis our 
^terest, to arm oufsoqIs wit& pot^hce against 
the various events -ef life, ^ \J^ caiiiiot' appoint i 

the part we are to act on the sta^/of life, 
but we may be prepared to act it properly. We i 

know not whether we shall continue to receive 
good or evil at the hand of God, but we may . 
be ready to receive both with that heavenly 
temper which inspired that godlike sentiment 
into the breast of holy Job, " the Lord gave, . 
*' and the Lord hath taken away: blessed be 
*' the name of the Lord." 

Let, therefore, as ma'ny as are successful in 
life learn not to be high-ipinded, nor trust in 
uncertain riches, but in the living God : to do 
good, to be rich in gdod works, ready to distri- 
bute, willing to communicate; laying up in 
store for themselves, by acts of charity and 
beneficence, a good foundation, that they may 
lay hold on eternal life. 

And let those who are afflicted in life, whether 
by sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adver- 
sity, cast their burden upon the. Lord, and pa- 
tiently a\vait his all-righteous decision of. their 
fate. Amidst all their troubles and distresses 
in this vale of tears, let them boldly ** look 
'* up to Jesus, the author and finisher of their 
^ i A faith; 
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[ ^^ feith ; who, for the joy that was set before 

; •* hinij endured the cross, despising the shame, 

►* *'. andis now set down at the righ;t ^hand 

:. "of God" , 
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PSALM xiy. Ver. h 
The fool hath said in his hearty Thefe is no Odd. 

AMID the various dangers and Iccid^tiftr to 
which human life b exposed^ it lieetxis the 
only true basis of consolation to n reasonable 
mind, that there is a God, who ruleth met all t 
-fer-that nothing happens in heaven of in earthy 
but by his pleasure and permission; and thai 
we may, therefore, securely rely on his wisdom, 
trho best knowft i^hat is fittidg »tfd o^venlent 
for us. 

It Ginnot, therefote^ btit seeifi str«fTgC» thfti 
any dbo^ hi fodlish i^ough to rc^ct this aor 
chor of hope, and, by denying the ^ovidencf 
0f God, fkpose themselves, fri^dless and un;- 
protec4;6d, to the tempestuous {>e€ftn tff huma.|ki 
, ;1r#L. Ti. x> life. 
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life. Yet that such there have been, and still 
are, the Psalmist's declaration, and our own ex- 
perience in this licentious age, will leave us no 
foom to doubt. ^' For the ungodly is^ so proud 
** that he careth not for God, neither is God in 
" all his thought^." Let us see then upon 
what grourtds these nien usually proceed, and, I 
trust, we shall easily discover the absurdity of 
their conduct, apd have reason to say, with the 
same Psalmist, " The foo}," and the fool only, 
** hath said in his healrtj^ There iA no God." 

Now whoever renounces a Prm'idence^ and 
rejects God's authority over him, niust do it 
updii one of tliese two principles; either through 
a spirit of infidelity, because he neither belicfves 
.Dor acknowledges such a Providence,— <ir else 
through the corruption of bis heart, "which will 
not let him submit to it, though he doea^ 
believe it. 

And first then,: If it proceeds from a spirit of 
infidelity, because^ he does not believe a Piovi- 
dence, I would a^k any serious man, what can 
fee a greater folly than to deny that which is not' 
only the moat credible thing in the world, but 
the very fi&undation of all things that are ere- 
idiUef To deny what the most sensible heathens 
jbdieved by tlic bate light of nature? Tjodeny 

what 
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what has beeti, and can be proved by a variety 
of arguments, which no effrontery can contia^ 
diet, no subtilty evade? And yet thfe is the very, 
case of every man that denies a Pro%'idence* 
For first, he shuts his eyes against the very 
fountain pf light, which is the being of a God. 
For the first vand most immediate conseqneiice 
that bah be drawn from the being of a God isy 
that ther^ is a Providence: he, therefpre, that 
denies a Providence, either denies the being of 
a God wholly; or else, which comes to the sftme 
thing, makes him such a supine an4 indolent 
being, as takes no care of his creatures; and^ 
therefoi'iCi can neither be just, nor wi^ef, nol* 
good : for all these perfections must be wanting 
in htm, if he neglected to take care of th^ work 
of his hands : and, without these perfections^ 
he can be no Deity. He, therefore, that denies 
a Providence, in fact denies the first principle 
and foundation of all knowledge^ the being of 
a God. And secondly; in reality, therefore^ 
though he may profess Christianity, such a man 
is worse than a heathen : for there was scarce 
any s^ct among the pagans that denied or 
doubted of : a Providence^ except tbose^ who 
like. the fiends of a neighbouring nation,. by 
their ftboininable: principles plunged men into 
the most diabolic practices, and whose interest) 
therefore, led them to wish and maintain that 

D 2 there 
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there was neither God, nor law, nor reward% 
nor [Hinishmente, nor Providence, nor justice^ 
either in tJiii .'world or the next; but that OJsa 
eternal sleq) might closer together tlieir crimes 
and their lix^es, : • 

But farther. As it is the particular character 
of religion, to make us hope even against hopd, 
so he that, denies a Providence becomes faithless 
and Unbelieving against the strongest proof, the 
convii:^tion of his own mind, and tho conclusions 
of his own reason. For put the matter in Qthtt 
words, and we shall find him, in reality, allow*- 
ing the justice and certainty of those retf^o^iings, 
upon which -wfe fbund the notion of a Provt*" 
dence. He^believes that a state cannot be wdl 
governi^ without the wisdom and council of a 
prince; — that a ship cannot be sscfely steered 
without the attention and dexterity of a pilot i 
*-^that a family cannot subsist in good order 
without the vigilance and care of a master :-** 
and when he sees the kingdom fl^rish in peac^ 
and due subordination, — the ship ride safel^^ in 
Uie midst of contending elements^ — and the 
feradly acting,. in their several departments, with 
l^rmony and c<Jticord,— he . concludes without 
iwsitation, that they are seyerally govenAed by" 
the wisdom of ^ome intelligent being. Is it 
liot, tber^S^; tHe flattest contradictioa te h\B 
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own rcasofa, as wellag td comfif)f}n 'sense^ to sup- 
pO$e, that wiiilst the^e petty iconmns require 
the guidance and wisddixi of a:di]*cting harid^ 
the vast fabric of th^ uuiver^fi ca« be m^in- 
lained in that wonderful order in which we sec 
it, by dhance dr fmte, without Providence ; that 
k^ without the care and guidance of aA intellir 
^ent Being? He, therefore, that denies a Prot 
tidencei, must, in reality, contradict the oonelu^ 
•lorn and conviction of his own mind. 



. But besides all this, thcce are other' proofs.bf 
Ood's cfare in the government! of the woild, 
against tirhich he obstinately . shuts his cyei^, " 
though they cannot escape his notices For ttere 
is non)to, I believe^ that looks hmsSk upofu' his 
Jmst life, and considers what: Has happened <to 
him, but is able to call to mind either some ini^- 
minent danger that he has escaped, or some 
^xtraoirdiaary mercy that hje hasTftceived; which 
4Rh€wed; the visible care of a divtfie Prqvtdtriisf 
pver hip). This the roya^l PsalfriiM long ^g^ 
emphatically 4^0 Wed to be the <imb of oi>^ d& 
^caription. of m^n in particular, and therefofe 
calls ^iipon tkejn, ;n the: strongest terms, -tl> 
^^ praiap i^hp 'l^r^ for bis ^odness,> and::t0 
-'Vdcctere the wonders that: hfc doth for thfe 
** children of men*." 

• ' * Psalm cvii. 

D 3 And 
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Aud \<rhat is here said of those "who occupy 
'^ their business in great waters," is not kss true 
of alt men who have had kn enlarged and exten« 
sive commerce in life : for the world is the great 
theatre and school of Providence ; in which, if . 
we are capable even of the smallest reflection, 
we shall soon perceive a superintending power 
4nd wisdom, which disposes of men's fates, and 
directs their counsels; which raiseth up and 
])ringeth down ; which maketh poor and njaketh 
rich; which killeth and maketh alive; and, 
like an universal arbiter, disposeth of all events : 
^^JFor the lot Is cast into the lap, but the whole 
^^ disposing thereof is of the Lord,** It is, 
therefore, wilful blindness alone, that can make 
any: man. deoy the Providence of God, which 
$0 manifestly displays itself in every event of 
our lives. '• 

* And yet, such is the folly and inconsistency 
of infidelity, that these very men, who deny the 
care of Providence whilst the world smiles upon 
them, are always the first to murmur against its 
wise decrees when any misfortune overtakes 
them ; being evcF ready to make God the 
author of evil, though they will not acknow- 
ledge the good they Tece}ye from his fatherly 
hand. 

Othm 
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Others there are who doubt of a Providienpe, 
for those very reasons which ought nior6 fujly 
to convince them of it. They see the world 
filljed with rapine and violence, and * therefore 
conclude there is no superinte^iding Provi4ence 
to direct the actions of men. But they should 
consider, that these things, which proceed froni 
the , abuse of natural liberty, only become dis- 
orders as they contradict an established order; 
and that order is nothing but the law of Provi-. 
denee, which stamps a mark, of infamy jyipoa 
every deviation from its bounds. Thus treadiery, 
and perfidiousness are universally abhorred : and 
why? Because a love of integiity and upright, 
dealing is implanted in us by a Providence.. 
Thus theft and rapine will always be hated and, 
disgraced, because there is a Providence^ which 
has established a rule of right and wrong, and 
inspired into the breast of every man a natural 
sense of pn6>bity and honour, and whicb wiUuat 
suffer its dictates to be violated, without th^ 
;Btings.of remorse, shame, an<] confusion. And 
thus every irregularity in the moral world, as 
contradicting an established law, implanted in 
the breasts of all men, plainly supposes arid ica* 
plies the existence of a Providence, T>y which 
that law was first implanted, • ' 

p 4 9udi 
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Suoh then is the folly of those who renounce 
the belief of a Providence, through a sprit o? 
infidelity! Let us, in the next place, seeiMhethe* 
they are wiser Avho do indeed profess t* bdie'^e M 
Providence, but^ through ^ spirit of comiption; 
reject it^ authority, and have mot God in al) 
thefF thoughts. 

It is an undeniable truth, which serves to give 
us an enalted idea of the Deity, that God would 
he mO^ to us, if we could enjoy any colid 
happiness without him* ^This, therefore^ k a 
€OBvijiciog proof that he is. our ultimate end 
an4 0hief gopdj and that we make oorselvee 
n^isprable the n)(Oment we fonsake hitn, AihI 
thii^ i^ fact, Sve. every day see i»erified in those 
who $hFdw o# their dependence upon God^ and 
fy&o^v tkeii^ own corri^pt imag^natipnis. ; 

- -Paint tet your imaginations a ship in tjbe midst- 
#f the wide ocean, buffibted by the winds and 
#avfes, without Gompasa to guide^ or- pilctt ta 
steer its course ?* such is the man who, in the 
g'reat voyage of the world, is without fiod as 
the^ rale of his conduct, and the support of his 
>(teakneS3. I'or when he has once renounced thi; 
prolection of Providence, upon what can he 
depend, or whither shall he fly? Will he depend 
ufaoa himself for support? AJas ! there he will 

• find 
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flfid but smttl ccmfort Xet 'hiih first well 
trdgh^ oil the oti0 hawd, the siaareg with winch 
he is beset, the-datigers ^ith t^hich he is i^r^ 
rounded, and the' enemies with which he is 
assJaulted-; and/ on the other, the trfeacheiyof 
his ^\m hearty and the general infirinity of 
iiature, by 1:urhs overwhelmed with fear, dc^ 
pressed with. sorrow^ inflamed with revenge, de* 
voiired with prido, transported with lusit, embit^ 
tered by di^ppeintfnent; let'^ilbi w^dl weigh 
thes<» rkeimailmly concomitants of hiii»ai>^ lift; 
and he will find little reason to fly to himself for 
ftticcoiHr. Thef solitary ti-aveller,- exposed to the 
dangers of a pathless wilderness, amidst the ho^» 
rors of midnight, without ^n|y guide to direct 
Ws. waiwi^ririg ^ips; —-the captive ^xile, CX4 
pSring uiidefitteey.complicifet^d ini«^rie9[ of dailu 
19€88, famine, an^J disease, without hope of relidj 
and 'without one frJehd to cheer his faintmgf 
soul ; — afford but ft ikint pictu}^ of the wtet-t 
qhednes^ of man left to himself with God and 
his Providence, 

, Should he, therefore, conscious, of his* owft 
^ireakness,. fly fof . help to atber% let liim lwra» 
from the moAjtb of wisdom itself' what he is, tQ 
^xpect froo^L that quarter : ** For cursed is the 
^* man that tiusteth in man, and maketH flesh 
** tisf arm, and \^itt>Se he^t departeth from the 
}-': "Lord/* 
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*^ Lord.'* And saith not every, day'3 experience 
the same ? For what can be a ^greater curse than 
trust for our support in man ? 

Or what can be a greater wretchedness than a 
servile dependence on the favour of the great 
and opulent? To stand, like Tantalus *, vnth 
burning lips, amidst streams which we are for* 
' bidden to taste; — to grasp , with extended hand3, 
at pleasures which we <:an never reach ;— rto sa- 
crijfiG* our understanding to the man we despise ; 
— ^to watch the nod of fally, or court the smiles 
of ignorance ;— to echo back the aphorisms of 
dullness, 6r reflect the grin of conceit; — ^to 
bear the insults, of pride with awe, and the inju- 
ries of oppression with tameness ; — and, after 
alh perhaps, to be capriciously deprived of our 
hopes, without just cause or pretence :-T-these 
are miseries which would extort from meekness 
itself the feeling apostrophe of the poet, 

** Turn thy complexion thence. Patience, thou young 
tnd rose-lip'd cherubim." 

Should you doubt of this, ask those who have 
put their trust in the arm of flesh, and they will 
readily o^ti that their condition is truly miser- 
able fnd horrid. This is the best of their con- 
dition, even when fortune smiles upon them, 

• VidtRamUcr. 

and 



SEEMON XXm 4» 

atid' they meet with ho ohstacles to their success. 
But when,. after all their worldly policy and 
wisdom^ some cross accident intervenes, to bafRe 
their designs, and confound their : devices ;— 
when they see themselves forgotten, despised^ 
and neglected by those in ^hom they trusted ; 
-^when they look back with shame upon their 
own base compliances and unmanly servilities ; 
-^then do' they truly feel the bitterness of that 
jrurse which the prophet denounces against those 
that put their trust in man, and depart froih the 
living God; then would they willingly change 
their plan, knd fly for protection to that Provi-i 
dehce, which was not before in all their th,oughts.' 
But, unhappy men! as they insulted over God 
in their prosperity, so will he refuse to heat 
them in the day of their distress. They would 
not own him as a Father, they will, therefore, 
now feel him as a Judge : he will justly ask 
them, in the language of scripture, J* Where 
^' now are their gods, their rock in whom they 
*' trustetl? Let them rise up and help you, and 
*' be yoiir protection." These were the gods of 
your prosperous days, in whom ye trusted, neg* 
lecting my power aiwf fatherly care ; ,apply, there* 
fore to them in your adversity, and, if they are 
^ble, let them save you and deliver you out of 
fjoy hand. 
^^ But 
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. But how (diiFereht ii^ tlie situatioti of the ihah 
Ivho is able to say, with the noble confidence of 
the apofitiie^ '^ I knoM^ in whom I have beiiercd, 
^^ and I am persuaded, that he is able tb keep 
*' that which I have committed unto l^l*?" 
Wherever I am, ot whia-tewt I do/ 1 know^dtai 
I am still under the Mrialcbful care of God'* Pr^ 
yidende, which is abl6 to preserve me &o1n aU 
dangers. And though sometimes- his footsteps 
are hid in darkness, and his waya pitat' finding 
out^^ wiU yet acquiesce in his: dispensations^ 
nor pretidnd with mortdl eye/ 'tb: mfeaiiure tfa6 
heights of mfivity. He is t God, I anl but a 
'worm: is it, therefore^ to be i^t^douldced at; that 
i cannot always discover ^ tht reasomr of has^a^i- 
ministration? But my past expt^ience of his 
hiercy and protection, and the general Imrmony 
^ppaBcnt ip the govemineAt of the rwarid^ {Jro*- 
claim him wise, and josi, and good.' 1 will*, 
therefore, ^submit to hb will li^ith reverence t 
'^ It is the Lord, let him. do what seemetk faitti 
** good." If bis Providence icatters the^htestf- 
ings of life around me, I will receive tbeni \i^ith 
t^hankfotoess : if itr^ijas. deivn afitctioaa.vfKm 
me, I wili bear diem with submisaion: in^evei^ 
event of fife, mine shall te the hund^le laugtiage 
of Job,. '^ The lotd gave^ mi the Lotd haih 
" taken away, blessed be the namii 'X^' tjic 
f^Xord." ' 

May 
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May this holy spirit be in the breast of every 
one that heareth me this day ! May we loye the 
Lord our God with all our heart, and with all 
our soul, with all our might, and with all our 
strength ! May his will be done in earth, i|pi.it is 
in heaven ! May all the scattered nations of the 
world acknowledge his kingdom, and adore his 
power I M^y the lowest look up to him with 
confidence and comfort: for he is the friend ot 
the friendless, the comforter of the poor and 
needy. And may the highest bow down to^him 
with submissive fear and filial reverence : fof thQ 
Lord God omnipotent reignetb ; he is King of 
kings^ and Lord of lords. 
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Psalm cxxxvii. 5, 6. 

If I forget thee, O Jerusatem, let my right hand 
forget her cunning. If I do 9Wt remeinber thee^ 
let my tongue cleave to the roof of my vwuth ; 
if^ I prefer not Jerusalem above my chi^fhy. 

nr^HIS psalm isj with great reason, supposed 
-■* to be the composition of a Jewish Levite^ 

• after the return from the Babylonish captivity, 
though the great oracle of infidelity, Voltaire;, 
ignorantly ascribes it to David, who was dead 
four hundred years before the event: and the 
^fSicted author most pathetically describes in 
it the calamities and indignities which his coun- 
trymeii suiFejred during that long and unfortu^ 
nate period There is something singularly' 
affecting, as well as truly poetical, in the exor- 
dium of it — *' By the rivers of Babylon ;" on 
the solitary banks of the Euphrates, which wc 
were compelled to inhabit ; that we might give 
the freer vent to our sorrows, being unable to 
j'ield thee any other testimony of our affection^ 

" "we sat down and wept when we remembered 
^ '' thee, 
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"* t1ie«, O Sion ;** when we compared thy former 

*' ^Ma^ and prosperity with the low and deplo- 

• t^we state to which thdtl trast than fallen. As 

tfor our harps, having now no farther call fpr 
them.^her for our own amtaement, or for the 
^ solemn services of the temple, we hanged them 
upon the willows which overspread the banks, 
that they might be so many sad mementos of 
the happiness we had lost, and that they might 
not be- profaned at the pleasure of our impious 
tyran^ *^ For there, they that carried us away 
captile," the destroyers of Jerusalem, the 
authors of all our grief and misery, most insult^ 
iogly required of us mirth iii our sorrow, and 
melody in our heaviness : — " Come," said tbey^ 
, ** sing Us one of the songs of Sion;" one of 
those sacred hymns which you used to sing in 
the temple pf your God, Ye absurd, ye im-^ 
fjious tyrants ! *' how shall we sing the Lord's 
'* jsong in a strange land ?" — Ye piay fetter ?ind 
enclave our captive bodies, but ye cannot bend 
or debase our free-born souls to servile compli- 
ance. How, think ye, can we celebrate the 
^worship of our God in any other place than 
that which He himself has appointed ? Can .ye 
expect those songs of praise and thanksgivings 
which were composed in honour of the great 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, to be vilely prpsti- 
tu^ to the followers of Baal, and the wor- 
1 shippers 
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ihfppers of stocks and stones? No; '* if J 
** forget thee, O Jerusalem/' and the desolatikis 
brought upon thee by these crilel oppressors, • 
**let my right-hand forget her cunning: if I 
•* do not remember thee, let my tongu^leave 
'* to the roof of my mouth/' May I from that 
moment be deprived of my sweetest delight! 
May my tongue lose all its powers of melody, 
and my right-hand be unable to- touch the 
harp tvith . its accustomed skill ! May this and 
much more befal me, if ever I prefer not ^ru- 
totem above my chief joy; if the love of thee, 
my country, ever ceases to be the ruling passion 
of my soul. 

Frbm the w€»*ds of the text thus opened and 
Introcbc^d^ I shall make some short remark3 
upon the love of our country; a subject to 
which our attention is naturally called, both from 
^otir present situation, and from a view of those 
bcMTors and calamities of a neighbouring king- 
.dom^ by which religion, royalty, public and 
ptimt^ order have fallen a sacrifice to desperate 
anarchyand lawless fuyy. To love our country, a 
duty here so strongly recommended by this poor 
Jew, is a fij^ed disposition to promote the safety^ 
welfare and honour of the community in which 
w^.weie born, and the constitution under which 
we are protected : and, therefore, such a love is 
a. necessary consequence, of our loving our best 

VOL. II. E friends, 
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friends, our parents, children, and even our- 
selves ; since neither they nor we can be safe 
and happy, but under a safe and happy goyerii- 
.ment. Indeed the love of 6ur country, like 
self-fflfc^e, may be said to be a sort, of native 
instinct ; something which- is interwoven and 
congenial with the first principles pf our very 
nature; so that what the great Roman orator 
says of the law of self-defence against unjust 
violence, may justly be applied to the love of 
oupfccountry : ^'.That it is not a written law, 
." but one which was born with us: that it is 
>** not derived from tradition, books, er instruc- 
*^ tioil, or from any other source than that of 
** nature itself; and that it is coeval with our 
.*' very being*." And, therefore, it can be no 
matter of wonder that this; passion is the growth 
of every climate. Thus those who dwdl amidst 
continual frosrts and snow, andthoise who enjoy 
the warm and cheering sunshine; the inhabi- 
tants of the barren desert, and the occupants of 
fruitful fields ; the sons of liberty, and the slaves 
of arbitrary power, do all alike agree in an unal- 
terable affection to their native countiy, and in 
preferring it to every other in the world. Nay, 
there are various instances recorded of those, 
who, after being rescued from the vilest debase- 
ment and barbarity of which human nature is 

♦ Cicero pro MilonCr. 

capable,' 
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capable, and having been instructed in the art» 
and manners of humanity/ and tasted the sweets 
and comforts of civilized life, have yet with 
the greatest eagerness seized the first opportu- 
nity qf quitting th^m, and returning ft> the 
filth anfl brutishness in which they were bom 
and educated. 

But theii, though the love of their couiitry be 
a passion thus common to all men, yet it «xerts 
itself in a very different manner in men of dif- 
ferent characters and situations. In those c^' 
liberal m'mds, and who have lived under a free 
and happy constitution, it is displayed in acts 
of the brightest zeal, the clearest courage, and 
the most dbinterested affection ; in one word, 
in every genuine exertion of greatness of soul 
and. goodness of heart But in others it is 
nothing more than a* blind akid senseless pa^ion, 
making no distinction betwixt trifles and things 
of the utmost importance, and breaking out 
into such excesses as neither reason nor huma- 
nity \yill warrant. — ^A multitude of example^; to 
confirm Ae truth of what has been now asserted, 
may be produced from both ancient and modern 
history : for there we may meet with repeated 
instances of men, M'ho have continued their 
best services to the public even under the 
hardest and mo5it ungrateful treatment; and , 
£ 2 again 
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again of others wlio have sacrificed all the com*> 
forts of life> and evfin life itself, ito tli.(?^od of 
th^eir (jouirtty, and whose expiring breath has 
been spent in the most fervent winhes for its 
safety^aflS prosperity. But I chuse to insist on 
such instances only of this heroic virtue as ar<! 
to be met with in the historical parts of the OH 
and New Testament. In the former, we read 
ef Moses-" the great lawgiver of the Jews, who 
had slich a tetidqr affection for hi§ people; that 
when by their sins they had provoked God*s 
h^avy M'^ath against them, he begs of the Lord 
that he worild rather cut him off by an untimely 
^eathj than. suffer him to survive and behold tits 
destruction of his natjon. ' 

Of Eli, the high priest, it is recorded, that, 
upon hearing that the a^k of God was taken by 
the e^my, befell down suddenly and d^;^ vaa* 
able to survive the departure of the glory fepm 
Israel, . 

There is a passage, in the second book of Kings, 
which, as an excellent cf itic has well "Observed, 
wants only a place in jsome polite author of 
Greece or Rome to have been universally adr 
mired and celebrated. It is this- — Hazael being 
sent try hi^ master, the king of Syria, on a mesl 
sage to the prophet Elisha, it is said, that as soon 

as 
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as he came into the presence of the prophet, 
•* Elisha settled his countenance stedfastly upon 
*' him, until he was ashamed;" till Hazael was 
in i^me confusion ; whilst, at the same Irime, 
the tears were hastily dropping from the eyes of 
£lisha. And Hazael, astonished at so unex- 
pected a sight, said, *' Why weepeth my lord ?" 
The prophet answered, in language which we 
have seen realized in a neighbouring nation, 
** Because I know the evil that thou wilt do 
** unto the children of Israel : their strong hold$ 
** wilt thou set on fire, and their young men 
** wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash 
** their children, and rip up their women with 
<^ child. — And Hazael said, Buit what, is thy 
** servant a dog that he should do this great 
** thing?"— How shall a mean and despicable 
creature, such as thy servant, who is no better 
than a dog, have the power to do all thesfe 
things ?— The prophet answered, * ' Thou art now 
*^ indeed mean, and the subject and servant of 
*^ a king; bat the Lord hath shewed me that 
** tfeou thyself slialt be a king over Syria." 

Not much unlike this is what we mefct with in 
the behaviour of Neliemiah, who was one of the 
captive Jew^ in Baby km; and who, notwith- 
srtawdSq&fg the riches and honours he there en- 
joyed, and the high faurour in which he stood 
E 3 with 
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with the king, had a settled gloom upon his 
mind »nd visage : and upon the kin|f's asking 
why his countenance was so sad, he ingenuously 
answered, '* Why should not my countenance 
** bjB sad, when the city, the place of my fathers* 
" sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof 
" are consumed with fire?'* 

In the New Testament, besides the many in- 
stances of the love of their country shewn by 
his disciples and followers, particularly by St/ 
Paul, there is a very remarkable one of Christ 
himself: for we read, that when, upon his way 
to Jerusalem, he was come so near as to com-* 
mand a view of the whole place, he stopped 
short, and attentively beheld the city ; he fixed 
his eyes on it with a mournful and melancholy 
silence, sadly reflecting on the dreadful judg- 
ments of God ready to fall upon it ; till at last, 
to ease the bitter anguish of his soul, he wept 
over it, and broke forth into this affectionate 
expostulation, saying, " If thou hadst known, 
** even thou at least in this thy day, the things 
** which belong ui^to thy peace ! but now they 
" are hid from thine eyes." 

And yet, notwithstanding this illustrious ex*- 
ample, which must have the greatest weight and 
influence with all real Christians ; and notwith- 

standing 
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starKiing that universal benevolence which is 
made the test of a Clni^tian, it has been ridi- 
culously asserted by a noble writer and his igno- 
rant followers, that the love of our country^ as 
well as private friendship, are purely voluntary 
duties, a sort of w^orks of supererogation in a 
Christian, being no where enjoined in the Gospel 
of Christ. It certainly is true, that there is no 
-direct or express precept to be found there for 
either of these duties : but what occasion was 
there for such a precept, after so express a com- 
mand to love all mankind without distinction, 
even our very enemies not being excepted ? 

Indeed it may with the greatest justice be 
affirmed, that the christian law, by commanding 
us to love even our enemies, has thereby carried 
the duties of friendship and of the love of our 
country to the highest perfection of which tliey 
are capable : For what an ardent, M^hat an over- 
flowing affection must that man have for his 
' country and his friend, the supports as well as 
sources of so many comforts to him in life, who 
can even pardon the tongue that insults, can 
forgive the hand that^smites, can bless the enemy 
that persecute^, and, in imitation of his divine 
Master, pray for the very murderer, whose ruf- 
fian violence deprives him of life? 

t: 4 Having 
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HiTiog endeavoured to establish tHe general 
duty of the love of our country, I shall now pro-* 
ceed to consider the particular feascns and mo- 
tives which \v€ have to love our own* 

Now these arise from the peculiar bleasings 
and privileges which we enjoy in it. In the first 
placi^ we have the happiness to live in a country i 
which abounds with all the necessary suppotts 
mxd substantial comforts of human life; and 
these, in general, more various and excellent in 
thejir kind, thah are to be met with in any 
other part of the known world. And though it 
cannot boast of the settled seasons, the azure 
skks, the bright warm sunshine, thie delicious 
£ruits of some more southern climates ; yet let it 
be remembered, thit neither are we, on the other* 
haiKl, subject to their scorching heats, theip fe- 
rocious animals and venomous reptiles, nor to 
tlieir frequent and horrible alarms and devasta- 
tions from earthquakes, hurricanes, and vd- 
oanoe& / 

Again : Our situation as an island is of all 1^ 
most desirable, not only for the advantage it 
aiFordii us of canying on a most extensive com- 
meit;e, but al^o for the security it gives us against 
the attempts of our foreign enemies. And to 
this, under God, it is 'owing that England has 

tfever 
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n^ver been, for many centuries past, the seat of 
>rar M^ith a foreign enemy ; a consideration which 
cannot but at this time very sensibly aiFect every 
Englishman, and make him applaud his own 
good fortune, when he contemplates the dreadful 
scenes of complicated misery which have lately 
diesolated the now dismembered provinces of the. 
British empire in America, or the still more . 
dreadful scenes of bloodshed and barbarity which 
now overspread the Gallic empire. 

But what should above aU engage our affection 
to our country is the excellency of its constitu- 
tion, under which our lives and property, and 
what should be as dear to every man as either of 
thes6, our liberties, both civil and religious, arc 
secured to us by the strongest guards and fences, 
whith the wisdom of man, aided by long expe- 
rience, could devise or effect. A man who is 
not ready both to do and suffer any thing for the 
safety and prosperity of such a country, can have 
nothing tliat is good or great in him. His heart 
must be a stranger to every social and humane 
Section, and leanness must have entered deep 
into his ^oul :— He must be unaffected with 
shame And reproach, regardless of posterity, ut- 
terly void of alt sentiments of gratitude, and 
either an enemy or a stranger to his own true 
interest ; for every man's true interest is inti- 
mately 
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mately connected with the public .good. An4- 
for this reason * a great Athenian patriot, when 
his pountrymen were repining, and murmuring 
at the losses they had suffered in carrying on a 
long and fetal war, very justly called upon theni 
to be more attentive to the public calamities, 
than to any thing which had befallen themselves; ^ 
telling them, that of the two it was much better 
for individuals to live under a prosperous state, 
though they were at the same time unfortunate 
as individuals, than to enjoy the greatest good 
fortune under a distressed and declining one : 
since, whilst the public continued safe and flail- 
rishing, private men had many resources left, by* 
which they might repair their losses ; whereas 
let any individual be as great and happy as his 
heart can wish, with all. his greatness he must 
be finally involved and irrecoverably lost in the 
common fall and ruin of his country. 

I shall endeavour^ thirdly, to point out the,, 
manner and effects in which the love of our . 
country is to shew itself. 

Now there is nothing more talked of, nothing 
more universally professed by all parties, than 
the love of our country ; so tjiat were we to at- 

• Thucyd. Lib. II. Pericles orat. 

tend 
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tcn4 only to mens' verbal deKlarations, we must 
conclude ourselves to be a nation of patriots, 
where there are no selfish^ no narrow-spirited po- 
liticians to be met with, no not one. But aj; 
mens' actions and general tenor of conduct are 
inucb^ more expressive of their real characters 
than their words, it will always be easy to dis- 
tinguish the real from the pretended patriot 

In general it may be said, that, the love of our 
countj-y^ if it be sincere, will be displayed in th^ 
same eifects as the love of our dearest friends ; 
that is, in most devoutly wishing it all increase 
of glory and happiness, and contributing^ cheer- 
fully our best services to its safety and prospe-. 
rity: and consequently the instances of this^ af- 
fection in individuals will be as various as their 
abilities and situations in life. 

Magistrates and governoi-s have a very exten- 
Vive sphere' of action ; and the higher is their 
rank and authority, the greater are the oppor- 
tunities they enjoy of manifesting their sincere 
affection to their coui)try; for they have tjie. 
power both of introducing and establishing all 
those laws, customs, and institutions, which axe 
the stability of pubHc happiness, and of pre- 
venting or abolishing all such as are destructive 
af it By their prudent and equitable distiibu- 

tion 
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tion of rewards an4 punishments, they take thft 

jfurest method to make every man do his duty to 

his country, and so to have the public service 

. carried on in the best and most effectual mannen 

Inferior magistrates have a very plaiii track 
chalked out for them, by following which they 
will give the best proof of their real patriotism ; 
and that is, by faithfully discharging the trusts 
committed to them, in an impartial administra- 
. tion of justice, and a due exertion of the laws 
upon all seditious and turbulent offenders ; since 
nothing can contribute more to the internal peace 
and happiness of any community, than the re- 
straining the excesses of lawless and desperate 
combinations of men, and giving a fiee and vi- 
gorous course to truth and justice. 

Those who are in private stations will meet 
with frequent opportunities of man^sting their 
love for their country, by emploj-ing the several 
abilities and means which Providencie has given 
them, to the best advantage for its service ; for 
example, in removing, as far as tliey are able, 
{ill obstructions to a regular course of law and 
ja^ice ; in promoting all well-digested plans for 
public utility; in encouraging a spirit of industry 
and sobriety within their i^pbere of action and 
influeiice; in doing what they can to relieve the 

wants 
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wwts and soften the distresses of tlie unfortu- , 
aate, a,nd by every act of humanity and benevo- 
lence to their countrymen and fellow-christiatis, 
— And even those of the lowest class amongst . 
us ra^ay likewise deserve the name of Patriots, 
by their orderly behaviour and due subipisi^ion 
ta lawful authority ; by strictly observing the 
Apostle's direction of studying to be quiet, and 
to do their qwn business^ and, as fai* as in them # 
lies, to live peaceably \yith all men. 

And, lastly, allmejijft general may be entitled 
to this truly honoivabk ^^pellation by a proper 
attention to the. duties, of their aeveral static»i$ 
and proft(»^ipn3, and byikeeping at a distance 
ffom all tho^fi vices which hav^ a aaore immediate 
teo^ency to the ruin of aay consununity; and 
fiipre especially by Dbserving auch a prudent 
ijecaoomy in their owa expences, a5.ii[>ay secure 
zhem from the ii^ection of that Ijixury, which 
prevails so iwiivexsally, that we see all ranks of 
men rashly advancing into the place of those 
who stood before them ; a folly, which, by the 
^xipemi^ce of, many ages, hass been found to be 
no less peiTiicious to the public than to indivi- 
duals ; a folly, which is destructive of all sub- 
ordination, extinguishes every good and generous 
principle, rendering every man a necessitous de- 
pendent, and^ therefore capable of any wicked- 
ness. 
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ness, however odious or contemptible ; in one 
word, the natural parent of the traitor and the 
]^ve. 

But;, above all, we shall most effectually de- 
clare our love for our country by a steady and 
uniform practice of every social virtue, and by 
displaying in our lives and conversations all that 
^eatness of soul and goodness of heart, which 
constitute the character of the true Christian : 
for then we may hope, that as we have lobg been 
the happiest nation under heaven^ so this out 
liappin^ss^ may be still nK>re and more unproved 
and' secured to us ; that the sword of the Lord 
may at last rest and b^ still, and that our eyes 
may Once more behold the blessing of peace } 
thslt God, out of great mercy to us, will prolong 
the days of our rridst gracious Sovereign to their 
titmost'extenl, in order that all the blessed fruits, 
which may rtesohably be'expected from such an 
flhistrjous • patron and example of virtue and 
piety, may take effect, and be fully established 
among us. Finally, that we may always be a 
chosen people to the Lord, and may always have 
the Lord for our God. " 
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And there was a certain beggary named Lazaru$^ • 
7vhich was laid* at his gate, Jhill of sores, and 
desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell 

-^ from the rich man's table : moreover the dogs 
• mme and licked his sores.— And it came to pa^s 

- • tliat the beggar died and was carried by the 

-'^ angels into Abraham's bosom. 



r.^v 



THAT »virtue should be rewarded iand vice 
piinisihed, is certainly no l^ss agreeable fb 
the'feelin^s of nature than it is to the dictates of 
reason.^ One cannot hdp, therefore^ expressing 
a sectet Iconiplacency and apprabatioh in the 
pfcture ^hich is here exhibited to our view ; one 
^ cannot help rejoicing to see this poor caitiiF re- 
lieved from the miseries of distressed mortality, 
and rewarded with the joys of heaven in -Abra- 
ham's bospm. . ^ 

*- ' ■ '/ 

We are not, however, to imagine that these 

joys were the reward of his poverty, but rather 

of 
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of his virtue and integtity, For. as tJie rich man 
in the Tiarable was not doomed to hell because 
he was rich^ but because he was wicked; so 
neither was the poor man carried by the angels 
into Abftiham's bosom because he was poor, but 
because he was good and virtuous ; because he 
^ t)ore his poverty with patience, and resignation to 
God's will. * 

Indeed, in general, ve shouU form very wiong 
estimates of things,, were we to judge of the dis- 
pQeation?^ of me^.^ hciarts by the difference of their 
condijtiQns in life. For as religion is not incon-^ 
j^^tent -Avith riches, so neither is it always found 
in a state of poverty. Corruption ^als int<;^ all 
conditions of life, and infects the low as well as 
4he high; The ^aa;ie ; d^istructivq ^pj^^oqs too 
^^gear under ditfferen^ ;£orms,.. and ppsse^s the 
' heafts^ of tJie^ poor «s well as th^ rick A ma^ 
may. be .saved or lost in all conditions, for all 
haye. their tejcnptations ; and happy ;s be only^ 
* wl|o knows bow to avoid them^ and ii»s the t^ 
jsjolqiion to da bin iduty in whatsoever sate of lii^ 
it Ifas pleased God to place him. 

I shall, therefore, take occasion from the cha- 
racter here given of Lazarus, to point out what 
are the prxxper qualifications of that virtuous 
poverty which intitle a man to the favour of God, 

arid 
8 
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abi to be rewarded vrith everlasting happiness in 
Abraham's bosom. ■. ' . .* -, 

And lat, We are certainly to exclude from 
tihe number of the virtuous poor^ those \Mo have, 
bjought poverty upon themselves by tlieir vices 
or indiscretion. ' 

. It is the fashion of the present age for every, 
one to appear at ftast to the full extent of his 
circumstances. The wi^e frugality of our ait* 
creators is lost and derided. Our men of business 
are transformed into men of pleasure, and en-; 
deavonr to rival, or even outdo, patrician extra- 
vagance in dress, equipage, gaming, luxury, and 
other worse vices. And hence arise those fatal 
blows which are so frequently and so heavily felt 
in the commercial world. Hencje arise those de- 
plorable failures, which entail beggary not only 
upon themselves and their children, but too often 
upon many innocent families, who have unhap^ 
pily been connected with such unthinking pro* 
digals. . And shall we call thia a virtuous poverty, 
which arises from such sources? No^ rather it 
is a poverty which carries with it blackep guilt 
than that of the open robber or midnight i^oiy. 
Let such men therefore be assured that it m^ist 
cost theni many a penitential t^ar befbre they 
voi;.. II, y can 



can be entitled cither tc^ the clbsract^ or rewaodr 
^ pf th^poor but virtuous lyaasarun* 

Scfly, We are only to rcckoti tfcoee among the 
number^of the deservmg poor Who a?e realty m 
. want, and ate also incapable of. reRevIng their 
distresses themselves. For it is a- secret, I pre^* 
surae, to no one, that there are many infan)ou3 
impostures,, \nrho only counterfeit poverty, tad 
cover themselves with rags aiM sores, ttie bfettef 
to extort relief from well-disposed Christians^ 
There are others too who are ittdeed m r^al want^r 
but ^ho are so through choice: tljey kfve idlStp 
ness better than work, andr rather chuse to heg^ 
than to procure an honest living by the labpur 
0f their hands. These are they thstt snatch th# 
breafl of (ihar ity out of the motitfas of the m^ 
dustrloiis poor! these are they that sirarm ii| 
ouTfitreets, that besiege the gates of thiericb, 
tnd weary every passenger with their cries fey 
relief; whicTn if denied, they imnieiEiiately e»f 
cUim against tlie coldness of charity, and thtt 
baxbarity of the world. J urduld iot willingly 
be thought t<^ plead against charity in any shape, 
und tbt^efofe I will not too severely condemqi . 
thos^ whoy through a well-meant seal, lelieve 
suck otgects as these. But I cannot help ssryi? 
Wgi tbajt; in n)y judgment, they would shew 
ll^mselyes much ^iser men^ and better firiendsf 



*?• 
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to^ ii]i6 ciDHiAiimity, by not encouraging a tribe 
of vagrants, who will neither labour to provide 
for themselves, nor submit to • that provision 
ii^hicb the legislature has amply made for them. 

But there aire, the more is the pity I there are 
too many also among us, who are real objects of 
our compassion ; who are truly poor, and whom 
nothing but urgent necessity, and an incapacity 
of supporting themselves, and sometimes even 
iKirdly that, can compel to solicit relief. Such> 
for instance, are th^'weak and decrepit, who are 
pasti their laboui' by old a^ or infirmities. * Such 
9gain are those who are burthened with numelrous 
^miiies, widows, orphans, and industrious work* 
irfcn, who, through want of employment, Oi> f)*om 
sickness, languish under affliction and poverty : 
and perhaps above all they are objects of oup 
(fdrnpasston, who, from a flourishing condition, 
»& reduced to poverty by misfortunes,. Certain 
it iis,' tiiat poverty is heavy enough to all : biit 
i^^ih^ it falls to the lot of those who have seen 
bMtep day% whose bodies have been unused to 
ma»uail labour, and whose souls have been trained 
to more generous and refined sentiments, itinvst 
MF^ be doubly heavy; U must cost them many 
St hard struggle to break through the strong feel- 
ings of modesty; it must cost them ihany a deep 
f^\ before ^ey can think of becoming trquble^ 
' v2 some 
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some to their friends ; it muat cost them many 
an anxious tear, before they can submit to ask 
that assistance for themselves, which .'they iave,. 
perhapSj long been accustotned to gjye to' others^ 
Yet doubtless many such unhappy, though virr 
tuous objects, there are. in the world: so in- 
scrutable are thy ws^i^s, O ^eternal "proyidencc, 
and thy judgments past finding out ! 

Sdly, We may add, that oae thajt is truly poo^ 
ought to have discretion enough to hp contented 
when his real wants are supplied, and he is fur-: 
nished with what is nepessary. Some regard in- 
deed may be had to a man^s former conditiDn, 
and there ought to be a diflReretice between one 
that was borji poor, and one that is reduced to 
poverty from a higher station. But then this 
difference ought to^be made by him that gives 
the charity, and not by him that receives it An 
in«pire4 apostle say§, ^^ Haying fpQ^l and rai- 
^* mept, let us be therewith conte^t" And if 
this bplds true for ^U Cbristian9 in g(?neral, it still 
more especially cot^cernis the poor, of what cont 
ditiqn soeyer they ?ife, or may have been in better 
day§. It is theif fluty to copforin themselves to 
that st^te of Ijfe tp whjch it has pleasjB^ God to 
call them, and to learn to be content >vith mck 
things a§ |:hcy have, for this is a part of their 
trial We find that the virtuous Lazarv9 aime4 

nof 
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ftot at the.lujturies of life; he requesteid no 
more than the crumbs. which fell from the ric^ 
man's tables 

-We may obser^^e, 4thly, 'That how pdor so^ 
ever Lazarus was, yet he had hot recourse to un^ 
lawful means to support himiself. When Agur/ 
in the Old Testament, requested God to keep 
him from poveity, he gives this reason for it^ 
*' Lest," says he, ^' I be poor and steal." And, 
I fear, there are but too mdny indigent persons 
who fall under this temptation, which is one of 
the most dangerous rocks to which poverty is 
exposed. Many are ashamed to beg, who are 
not afraid to steal; and though^ perhaps, they 
do it not openly, * for fear of falling into the hands 
of justice, yet they pilfer and defraud in private, 
are addicted to lying and hypocrisy, and are 
guilty of many unjustifiable arts to excite the 
pity of well disposed persons. These are vices 
but too common among the poor : yet let me not. 
be thought to charge them upon alL There are 
some, and I would hope many, who, rather tlianr 
offend their consciences by these base atts, would: 
chuse to bear the greatest miseries, and patiently; 
puffer hunger, and thirst, and cold^ and naked-: 
ness, with a contented mind^ as knowing that it, 
is the will of God that it should be so^ * And 
happy sure are they, who^ amidst all the dis- 
f3 - tr^ssef 
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tresses tbey feel, can thus look up toGod, the r6ck 
of ages, and commit their souls into the hands 
of their Creator, without staining them with the 
filth of those sins which would bar their entrance 
into the kingdom of the just May they ever 
retain tiiese good resolutions, knowing that their 
light afflictions, which are but £3r a moment, 
^ill work out for them a iar more exceeding an4 
'eternal weight of glory in the heavens. 

Sthly, We must not forget the duty 6f humt- 
lity, which is indeed necessary for all Christiana^ 
but more especially for those whom God has 
called to a state of poverty and dependence. 
For, though pride be odious enough in wba** 
ever state it appears, or fronj whatever cause it 
proceeds, yet w;e can bear it with some patience 
in men of exalted stations : but when it is the 
companion of rags, it is iusujBGerafale. A proud 
poor man is a monstrous composition, which 
Inuist ever excite iodigaaiation her^^ and, what k 
worse, will suffer God's v-eiigeance hereafter : ftrf 
lie who does not learn to humble his soul under 
the afflicting hand of God, loses one of tJie chief 
ends for^hich God seAds so severe a chastise- 
ment upon him, and therefore must also lose 
diat ^fe^vard in heaven which belbngs only to the 
rteek and lowly in heart 

6thly, 



eiimbeiit\ipon thci ^r. Atid iw this MssslVM 
triU aflfbrd th^Stndble example: for hid pA^ 
tience was ts eJtemplary as his fiiKflferirigs i»^re 
^eat. He was,- amidst all hte misery, denied so 
small a relief as the ctarrtbs which fell ftom tl« 
rich man's table } and ypt he bore it without ont 
murmur or complaint; It is hard indeed to w an^ 
the necessaries of life, to suffer hunger and be 
fell of sores ; and it is still harder, if. in this 
condition ite ate fortekett by those from whom 
we might eatpect assistance, and, instead of 
ftioving compassion, arc loaded with denials^ re* 
proacheft and contempt t yet, though religion 
allows us to feel such evils as these, at the thna 
time it teaches us to turn them to our spiritual 
advantage. By calamities we should leatn to 
strengthen our piety, and raise our thoughts 
from thfe afflicting scene to that bettet courttry, 
wliete all tears shall be wiped away. Instead of 
repining at God's providence, we should leant 
humbly to adore his ways, and thesirfully refceive 
the bitter qup he has given us to drinfe. We 
should say, with the submission of old Eli> *^ It 
•* is' the Loi'd, let him do what seemeth him 
" good," Or with the Psalmist, '' I iifecame 
" dumb, and opened ncrt my mouth ; for it was 
** thy doing." We should i^member, that all 
tbiogd work together for good to them tbait lovf^^ 
T 4 God^ 



I 
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God/, and d^at the suiFeriogs^ of the pfi^ent time 
are not worthy td be. compared with tfee gloiy 
that shall bse revealed m us. Such were the cqn^ 
siderations by which the holy men of old were, 
enabled to smile amid, the flames, and tortures of 
their worst enemies* And by thdn may we also 
wbdue the bitterest pangs of distress, if we are 
not wanting to ourselves. 

. 7thly, To patience we must add a full trust i% 
God, and a firm reliance upon his providence.. 
And we may rest assured, that he who feeda the 
ravens, clothes the lilies.of the field, and brings 
forth grass for the cattle, wilLnot forget his) 
children. , *VTaB;e no anxious thought there- 
** fore, saying, what shall we eat, or what shall 
" we drink, or wherewithal sh^ll we be cloathed?? 
** For your heavenly Father knoweth th^t ye> 
'* have need of all these things." instead,^ 
therefore, of trusting in man, in God be youc 
only hope. His eyes are over , the righteous, 
and his ears open unto their prayers. "Fear 
" iot then, thou worm Jacob, and ye men of 
^* Israel : I will help thee, sajth the Lord thy. 
V Iledeeniec, and the Holy One of Israel;" he 
will not suffer you to be tempted above that 
you are able: he will either deliver you by un- 
expected means, or. strengthen you by his grace 
to bear your sufferings. And let them be ever, 

* so 



-80 grfeit,' fe know . that they cannot be very 
lasting : death will soon be at hand, which will 
{mt an end to all your cares and sprrows, if ye 
be wrtuous^ and ye. shall finaUy rest with Lazarus 
in Abraham's |}osciip. 

Lastly, An iiadifference to the things of this 
world is of great use to us in adversity. For did 
we rightly consider that we here walk ampng 
shadows, and that all is vanity, we should be 
less solicitous . about earthly enjoyments, and 
turn our thoughts more earnestly to heaven, 
where alone true joys are to be found. For 
though we are deprived of what are commonly' 
esteemed the blessings of life, yet what are all 
these, wefilth„ honours, dignity, and fame, about 
which mankind are making this, endless bustje, 
to which they sacrifice their present ease, and too 
often their future hopes? What are they, if 
rightly estimated, but the gilded toys, which 
the biind^ capricipus hand of fortune scatters at 
random, and again can snatch from us at every 
hour? And though we have not these, we may 
have blessings of a much nobler nature: we may 
have honesty and a good conscience, which 
riches cannot give; we may have religion and 
God's grace, which power cannot take away. 
And if we are truly possessed of thcse,^ we need 

not- 
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iiot envy tfec treasures of mis6r&, tsorlbetflttidof 
6f; kings. ^' . . 

Such then are the virtues -which ought te 
adorn a state of poverty and affliction. Let 
those, therefore, who hope to partake of the 
reward of Lazarus, first learn to practise his 
Virtues. Let them examine theiMelves, whether 
^ey are rich towards God, whether they areS 
fruitful in good works, and adorned with a 
Bincere and well-grounded piety. Can they, 
like him, suflfer a denial without murmuring 
and repining? Are they diligent in their callings, 
and willing to use their best endeavours to avoid 
being troublesome to the public? Are they peace* 
able in their families, and free from those do* 
mcstic quarrels which are too often found in the 
retreats of poverty? Do they frequent the 
worship of God in public, and live in his holy 
fear in private ? Do they endeavour to biing up 
their children in the nurture and admohitiont of 
the Lord, and both by precept and example 
instil into their minds a love of labour, and of 
.the virtues of humility, patience, and resigtia- 
tion; to the exercise of which their lowly sta- 
tion will more particularly call them ? If they 
are really in this heavenly fra^e and temper of 
mind, happy are they amindst all the evils 
tviiich can befal them : for though they now 

struggle 



iferttggte witlh Bni^ mrtWir, ^ndkifitmity, though 
they now sour in t^ars, yet the r time will so6n 
come whem Hkey ^h^l reap with joy umpeakablo 

tod Ml df glory. . - 

♦ ■ - 

' A« to thd^ Wh^m pfdvid^tice }i as placed iu a 
highjir station; and wttCMse lot is in a fair gro^pd; 
let them ftom hence leatu not to despite atiy 
man ibr the lowtaess of his cotitlition ; neither 
virtue tior abilities ate confined to the higfcer 
milks of life. Tliere is still many a piiaus, 
though de&pised Lazarus, kid at our gates ; and 
many a mati now toils at the oar, or drwlges in 
the streets, who might have been, with proper 
fettltivatioii^ k NewWn in scifehoe, or a f ilkft^on 
hi elo^Ace. ]Ev6n the Saviour of mankind, 
biiksielf condescended to be born in a manger^ 
lind always appeared in d. meek and Ibw condi^ 
tion, not having even Wher^e to lay his bead : 
Irad who then but a madman woukl date' to 
despise tlitt iDw^iess of birth and humility of 
Mfiitiofi, which his God and his Redi^etntir 
lliought it iio dibgmce to assume. 

Let them a3s6 liam hence, not to be puiflPett 
up with the greatness of their o%vn condition. 
Soon will' all thtde distinctions cease, and tlte 
head of the monarch lie on the same level aidth 
that of the be^ajc; and then, not all the 
1 pageantry 
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pageatitry of funeral pomp, not all the patade of 
titles, not all the boasted panegyrics of lying 
monuments, will, avail any thing a,t the « bar of 
heaven. Nay, what is wofse, the. greater thpiy 
trust has been, the heavier also will be their ac- 
Gounfe Little reason then have they to; be puffed 
up with wealth or greatness, whi6h imply rid 
real worth in themselves, which will soon bfe lost 
ill the grave, where all things are forgotten,- 
and which may in the end only serve to aggra^ 
vate their condemnation. It was wealth and 
greatness which brought the rich man to beg in 
^ain for a drop of water to cool his tongue^ 

Let them : further learn from hence, that the 
virtuous poor are the objects of God's care, ^nd 
therefore ought also to be the objects of theirs ; 
who are no more than the stewards of Qod'^ 
blessings. It will therefore become them, i^ 
imitation of his benevolence, to be fathers to 
the fiitherless, and protectors^ to the widows ; tQ 
feed the hungry and cloath the„naked ; to 
support those who are sinking into distress,: 
and to rescue those from temptation, who are 
already fallen into it; to contribute to the edu- 
cation of the young, and the instruction of the 
ignorant; in short, to relieve the wants of theic 
souls and bodies, by those several methods 
which cveiy one will. easily find, who is sincerely 

disposed 
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disposeef tCK|)fCH»ote the glory of God, and the 

happiness of man. 

Lastly, Since all of us have oiir afflictions ia 
life, let us all learn, from this example of Lazarus, 
to bear them with patience and resignation to 
the will of GoA We cannot appoint the part 
we are to act in life ; but we should be^repared 
to act it properly. Let us, therefore, arm our 
souls with patience against the various events 
we mayencbunter, and, amidst the changes and 
chances of this mortal life, look forwards to 
that better country, where no clouds of afilic* 
tion are seen, where, no storms of adversity are 
heard, where the wicked cease from troubling, 
and the weary are at rest with virtuous Lazarus 
in Abraham's bosom. 
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John ix. 4t. 
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J muA w&rk tht 'works of him that sent me, 
tahile it ii ' dit^ i the nig fit cometh, when n0 
man can work. 

TH^EBE'taanDot, Tperhapi^ be a mwe awful 
idea onmyed to the mind of man, than 
tha£ ivhsch is suggested to us in these words. 
Ypt, awful as it is, it seems but to make little 
impression on our minds and a;ctions. We all 
eS us i^yfeft know' that our night is coming: we 
have dbtily monitonii around us to warn us of its 
ceitamapptDtoh: itii black cuiftain successively 
drops oyer our dearest friends, and dooms U3 to 
a long and painful separation from them ; yet 
neither ptcc^pt.rior i^ftrain^taTe able- to^ teach 
us to maiiaber our days, and apply our hearts to 
wisdom. We know that our night is comings 
^nd that the journey of life must be perfonned 

whilst 
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whilst it is yet day, yet we . foolishly linger by 
the way: we make idle excursions into the 
fields of fancy or the regions of amusement ; 
we waste our moments in cropping the rose-- 
buds of pleasure : Ve crown ourselves' with the. 
garlands of folly, and dance along the road of 
life, ^s thoughtless and unconcerned as the de- 
corated lamb in the pagaa sacrifices of old, 
which knew not that his gaudy trappings only 
destined him to the, bloody kijiife of the flayer. 

But let tis awake to the sobey;vo)|cei of feason^^ 
and listen to the dictates of he^vqily wisdom. 
To many of us the day is far .spent, and the 
night is at hand : to all of us the continuance 
of the light of life is a TOattert.of ^'ihe grftdt^sl 
uncertainty, and our auh may fae-sctin daiicne^ 
before to-morrow's light shall ^d itfae bright 
chambers of the momingi :.' A :: . 



' This awful approach of night may be con* 
sidered as a warning to us, both widi resj^ect to 
the business of the present hfis, and the codacems 
of the next. 

If y^e consider it.fs des%ned to|teacb us wis* 
dom with respect to the present life, it seems to 
speak to every man in s6me such language 
As this : 

" Remember, 
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"Remember, child of mortality, that the 

* night is coming, when no man can work : 

* whatever^ therefore, be thy province in life^ . 
^ or whatever thy situation, discharge the duties 

^ of it with care and fidelity. Form not idle 

* schemes of future happiness or possible ad- 

* vantage, but employ the present moinent 

* well Let not life glide away inseiisibly in 

* -torpidity or indiffereuoe, but call forth all 
' thy powers to their' proper use. Everyday 
' brings its peculiar task, which, if neglected^ 
^ is doubled on the succeeding day; and perhaps 

* that succeeding day may hevei- arrive to 

* thee. Nor vainly imagine^ . that any ranfc 

* or degree'can exempt thee from the duties of 
' humanity: all are necessary in some way 
' or other, and rtust contribute their share to 
^ the movement of the great machine of the 
' world.'' 



The employments indeed of life are as Various 
as the changes and chances of it : some are 
doomed to more painful scenes, the labour of 
the body and the hatdships of animal suffering: 
others to the cultivatioti of the mind, arid its 
several powers, in speculative industry : to some 
are delegated the reins of jipwer : to others are 
trusted the stdres of affluence. But all have 
many duties which they owe to tbemselves^ and 

VOL. II. G taany 



* 82 SERMON XXVir. 

many, whieh they owe to- otha-sj and, ttiere- 
fore, all are required to be active and diligent in 
• their several stations, and to fulfil their destined 
task, before the night approacheth. 

Ig any man, for example, called to servile 
£jmploy, to toil for others? It is his duty to 
labour with chearfulness for the support of him- 
self and the benefit of the public. And though 
he may eara his bread \^ith the sweat of his 
brow, yet let him not repine : it will be sweeter 
to him, if eaten with a contented heart, than 
all the delicacies of pampered luxury. Should 
lie sometimes think it hard to toil in the vale 
of obscurity, let him remember that he is tread- 
ing iti the footsteps of his Saviour, who was^ 
lowly and of no reputation, and that his- station 
is the appointment of a wise God, who ordereth 
all things in number, weight, and measure. 
And though others may have many blessings^ 
which he wants, yet he is also free from many 
inconveniences to which they are subject. He 
is exempt from the dangerous snares of am- 
bition, which lead thousands into OTxIetv and 
ruin : he has no tedious lK)urs of indolence to 
sour his temper :: he has no constitution shat- 
tered by intemperance and nocturnal revels, to- 
bring misery upon himself, and entail it upon 
his posterity: in a word, he may have the comfort 
- ' of 
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of' competence and a good conscience hete, and 
be eternally happy hereafter. It becomes him, 
therefore, to discharge the duties of his humble 
ftjtation with chearftriuess, modesty^ and dili-t 
gence. Is any man free from the necessity of 
bodily labour ? Still let hipi not think himself 
privileged to do nothing, or, what is worse, to 
do evil. — ^The very insect that flutters in the 
sunshine for a few moments, has its peculiar 
task allotted by infinite >visdom : surely^ there- 
fore, an immortal nature cannot be left without 
its proper destination. His work, indeed, is dif- 
ferent from that of the necessitous, but his duty 
is equal. For the more leisure he has froqi 
bodily toil, though Providence ha» wisely made 
some degree of that necessary for every manf, 
the more he is bound to improve his mind in 
knowledge and virtue. 

Nor let him think his task either easy or 
trifling. Knowledge is of greatt value, and 
therefore is not to be attained without pro- 
portionate labour. It does not, as too many 
seem to think, lie upon the surface, within the 
grasp of every careless and fortuitous passenger. 
If we would obtain it, we must dig for it as for 
hidden treasury. Nor shall we ever want suf- 
ficient employment. The stores of natural 
knowledge, the wonders of the heavens above 
G 2 arid 
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m 
attd the earth beneath, will afford scope for the 
most enlarged talents: and, af]ter all, though 
men will ever find new motives for gratitude 
and stronger incentives . tso piety, in every d is- - 
covery they make in the natural world, yet 
they will fall far short of finding out the 
Almighty unto perfection, or of fathoming his 
works, whose ways are past finding out. Nor 
are the labours of moral knowledge and virtuous 
discipline less various and difficult. To trace 
the faculties, operations, and tendencies of the 
mental powers, — to mark their several relations, 
subordinations, and uses, — to root out the inve- 
teracy of prejudice, to bend the will, to correct ' 
the temper, to subdue the passions, to keep the 
heart with all diligence, to set a watch before 
the door of the lips, to lay the foundations of 
spiritual improvement, and to grow in grace.; — 
these are duties which will leave the most 
unemployed no time to $pare, no abilities to 
lie waste. 

Again, Has any man particular talents en- 
trusted to him by Providence? Is he distin- 
guished by superior abilities, wealth, or in- 
fluence? Let him not think that no account 
is to be given of them. No man is born for 
.himself alone : his talents, whatever they are, 
were given him for the good of others. Does 

he 
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he rise in all the majesty of genius, far 3ho\x ' 
the level of his fellow-creatures ? Let him take 
for his pattern the great and incomparable 
Newton, whose abilities were always employed, 
through a long life, to improve men in know- 
ledge or happiness; to discover the aieans of 
promoting their present conveniency by useful £?* 
inventions; to explain the difficulties fimder 
which lower conceptions labour ; to defend the 
cause of truth; to promote the interests of 
virtue and religion. Does he excel in wealth, 
and in the blessings of temporal prosperity? 
Let him follow the glorious example of the man 
of Ross, who was truly a faithful steward to the 
poor, and, on all occasions, the heaven-apr . 

pointed friend of the friendless. There must 
be different ranks of men in life: the order 
of the world requires, and its changes and 
chajices will always cause, that there should be 
low as well as high, poor 43 well as rich: his 
duty, therefore, is to obviate the necessary in- 
conveniencies of this difference, by feeding the 
hungry and cloathing the naked, by providing 
for the children of affliction that cannot provide 
for themselves. And in the same way his su- 
perior influence is to be exerted in supporting 
the weak, and protecting the oppressed ; in dis- 
,pouraging presumptuous villany, and caljing 
fyxth modest worth; in leading njep oi^ tg 

Q 3 good- 
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goodness^ by the powerful attraction of superior 
fixcelleaCe aad shimng example. 

And his account of ^ these will be the 
greA^ter ait the day of judgment, in proportion 
to the greatness of his talents : for to 'whom 
much is given, of hirn much also Avill be re* 
gniWSd. And dreadftilly will this account b6 
Aggravated, if, instead of using them to these 
good purposes, he. has applied them to mislead, 
corrupt, oppress; — if his eloquence has been 
employed to deceive, and his understanding to 
overreach ; -r-if his riches have been squandered 
in luxury, and his inflHenoe escerted in seduc- 
tion ;-^if he has $tood foremost in th6 scenes of 
guilt, as well as first it^ the ranks of life, 

2dly, The consideration of the approach of 
flight suggests a lesson of still greater impor- 
tance, when applied to the b^si'ness of religion. 

Man, asi a reasqnable creature, when he con-» 
siders the purposes for which he came into the 
world, must see that he has enough to do, and 
therefore has need to do it with all bis might 
Heligion is not the acquirement of a day, or 
the task pf leisure. It recjuires the exertion of 
eyery facility, and the improvement of every 
njOTRent J seeing how much is to b^ don^, and 

in 
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in how short a time. The duties we owe to God 
are active duties, ind call for all our abilities. 
Prayer and praise to a Lord of all power and 
might are not to be paid with listlea? iips and 
sluggish hearts, with cold .insensibility pr yawiir 
ing indifference: they must be gone through 
with seriousness and fervour; oiir devpfioji 
must glow: our hearts must throb. No|: ijj 
this ' earnestness and attention less necessary ii^ 
the duties we owe to ourselves and mankind. 
It will call for all our care to discharge apght 
the duties of humanity; charity, justice, and 
fidelity; it will demand all our abilities and 
might to guard our hearts, to watch over our 
, words and actions, to U'ead with safety amidst 
the numerous enemies that surround us; tp 
baffle the wiles of Satan, to resist the smiles of 
pleasure, to subdue the allurements pf lust, tp 
shun the contagion of exarnple. Npr is this 
all. There are also many heavenly graces to be " 
acquired, many spiritual viftues tp* be practised, 
many trials to be sustained ; there is a warfare 
of the soul, there is a fi^t of faith, there is a 
race of glory, that awaits us in the christian 
course : in one word, in time we are to be 
trained for eternity ; and that time how short I 
l^ow uncertain ! 

G 4 Yet 
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Yet let us not be discouraged. "Though tliis 
be our service, yet Jt is a service which is the 
most perfect freedom in the world: it is a 
thousand times easier than the galling yoke of 
sin : " The religious man has but one master, 
*' and he a gracious one in heaven ; but the 
** vicious man has as many tyrants over him as 
** there are sins and follies in the ^orld." And 
even if the labour of "God's service y^ere greater 
. than it really is, yet th6 prl?e is proportionably 
great An eternal reward, a crown of immor- 
tality, is a prize sufficient to animate the coldest, 
and make the weak strong. And for such a 
reward shall we grudge any pains? Shall we 
ficruple to labour with all our might ? Iij other 
pursuits we want no spui*. With what ardour do 
we follow the delusive call of pleasure ? With 
what toil do we grasp fpr earthly treasures? With 
what violence do we rush iiito the entangle- 
ments of ambition ? With what unwearied per- 
severance dp we tread the mazes of business ? 
With what haste do we see men fly to supplant 
or undo a friend I With what fury do we behold 
them run to revenge themselves upon a supposed 
enemy ? And shall we be less diligent and active 
to fulfil the great duties of humanity, to obey 
^he sovereign commands of Omnipotence, and 
to be happy for ever ? 

Consider 
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Consider then, O man, what a sad choice 
thou wilt make, if thou bestow all thy labour 
upon these things, which cannot profit thee in 
the day of wrath. Thou maycst now suppress 
the voice of wisdom, .which calls thee to a dili- 
gent discharge of thy duty, and stifle its salutary 
dictates : but the day will come, when it will 
\y\x\yX forth upon thy soul with energy and con- 
viction not to be resisted: the day will come, 
when thou wilt look back with regret upon the- 
opportunities thou hast lost : the day will come, 
when thou wilt lament the neglect or abuse of 
thy talents. Be wise then in time ; and what- 
4Bver be the work which Providence has allotted 
thee to do, do it with all thy might ; knowing 
that he, who would look back with comfort 
upon past years, or forward with hope upon 
future ones, must suffer lio moment to pass use- 
less or unemployed. 



Thus we see the words of the text are a call 
t . to every man to do his duty in his appointed 

station, to cultivate his talents, and improve his 
I .time. This life is the only state of doing 

what our hand findeth to do. In the grave 
j there is no exercise of knowledge, wisdom, or 

[ |)ower ; for there all the thoughts perish. There 

the device of the ingenious, and the knowledge 

pf the learned, are at an end : there the wisdom 

of 
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of the prudent is confounded, and the voice of 
the eloquent is dumb : there the joy that sparkles 
in the eye of pleasure, and the hope that pants 
in the bosom of ambition, is extinct : there too 
the time of trial expires, and, what is more, eter- 
jiity begins; that eternity, which brings with 
it unchangeable happiness or misery. 

And far off the grave cannot be from any of 
us : in the midst of life weare in death, and no 
man can say, that thj? v^ night or hour his 
soul may not be required. The sapie voice, 
which pronounced acclamations to the happy 
bridegroom in the morning, haa, . more thau 
once, uttered in the evening, over the breathless 
bride, the solemn sentence of " Earth to earth, 
** dust to dust, ashes to ashes." This therefore 
every man should keep steadily in view, as the 
great motive to action. It is not, indeed, neces- 
sary that we should always have the image of 
death before Our eyes : life ha^ \U joys and its 
duties,^ which justly claim their share of atteur 
tion from us : but our mortality should be a 
fixed and steady principle, and should never 
wander far from our thoughts. And far, one 
would think, it could not wander. It meets us^ 
in every street and at every hour : the air we 
breathe, and the earth we tread upon, are full 
pf it. Can we, therefore, want a monitor to 

. ' remind 
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remiad us, that the first great law of nature is, 
. *' Dust thou p.rt, an<l unto dust shalt thou 
♦' return?" 

Delay not then, my friends, to work out yovr 
salvation, whilst it is called to-day. The days 
of darkness ar^ coming, in whiiih no man can 
urork. Even before they come, sickness may 
cut the thread of life, or chance dethrone the 
powers of reason. ^Or, even if this should not 
Uappen; if theeveniri^«f life should steal on 
u6 hy gentie gradations, and last long; little 
shall we then be able to work the work of sal- 
vation. The various evils of nature, the infir- 
tnities of a decrepid body, and the debility of a 
languid mind, will be enough for us to bear : 
I sidfficient to the day will be the evil thereof: we 

' need not add to it painful reflections upon our 

, past follies, and the stinging reproaches of j)ast 

[ guilt ; we need nolt add the heavy load of re- 

f ^penting old habits, and beginning new ones: it 

^ will be enough for us to collect the scattered 

[ fragments of human resolution, and to prepare 

I for the great change that awaits us when the 

' Jiight is come. 

I But if we have been wise enough to do with 

\ our might whatever we found to do ;— if we are 

doomed to fall in the morning of youth, whilst 

the 
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the heart of parental fondness beats high in our 
favour, and the eye of expectation was looking 
forward to distant scenes qf reputation and 
honour; — or, if we are cut down in the meri- 
dian vigour of age, when domestic peace en- 
circles our hours with joy, and the artless smiles 
of unsheltered innocence are pleading to us for 
protection and' support; — ^however hard our lot 
may seem ; — however we may disappoint the 
vanity of human expectation, we shall fall in 
the discharge of our duty, and may therefore 
depend upon being rewarded bji that God, who 
giveth to every man according to his work : and 
if our days be lengthened, we shall then have' 
the pleasing reflection upon our past wisdom to 
console our present infirmities, and the joyful 
expectation of happiness to animate our future 
hopes ; — ^we shall quit life, conscious of having 
discharged the business fox which we came into 
it;— we shall descend to that grave, whithei: 
M^e are all going, with the firm resolution of men^ 
and the animated hope of Christians. 
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ON GOOD FRIDAY. 



1 John iv. 9* 

In this was manifested the Iwe of God towards 
usy hecaust that God sent his only begotten 
Son into the worlds that we might live through 
him. 

nnHE same apostle, in another place, tells 
^ us, that God is love. And could any mau 
want to be convinced of so clear a proposition, 
we need only refer him to the whole frame and 
donstitution of nature around us. Wherever 
we turn our eyes, we meet the footsteps of 
a kind and indujgent Providence, the traces and 
signals of a God of universal love^ even from 
the firsts moment of our birth to the present 
hour. From nothing he called us into exist- 
ence : and with what view? Only that he might 
shower down upon us the riches of his goodness, 
and make us partakers of that happiness, which 
he enjoyed from all eternity. 

For 
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For us he formed the lower world, with 
all its various orders of l>eings and productions. 
For us he commanded the sun to shine, to 
cheer us with its reviving beams ; the waters to 
flow, to quench our thirst and enrich our fields ; 
the air to circulate to support life, and to fan 
us with its refreshing gales. To us also he sub- 
jected the several parts of the animal creation, 
and gave us dominion over the works of his 
hands: *' thou,'- says the grateful psalmist, 
*^ bast put all things under hi$ feet: all sheep 
** and oxen; yea, and the beasts of the field, 
*' the fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea, 
*^ and whatsoever walketh through the paths of 
'* the sea." So manifold are his niercies towards 
the children of men ! 

And is it not the same indulgent affection of 
God, which still pre^serves and supports us amid 
all the changes and chances of this mortal life ? 
In the day time he guides us with his almighty 
. arm, and in the night he watcheth over us for 
our good. On the bed of sickness he comforts 
our drooping spirits, and in the hour of distress 
is our merciful support and protector. With the 
bread of life he sustains us, and refreshes i our 
souls with the dew of heaven. 

But 
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But the great act of God's love, which the^ 
present solemnity in a more especial manner calls 
upon us to remember, is the sending his Son into 
the world to die for our sins, that wc might live 
through him. An act so great and astonishing, 
as no words can sufficiently express ; a tragedy 
so bloody and bitter, as no tears can sufficiently 
bewail ! 

Here then let your most devout and contiite 
thoughts accompany me, whilst I tr^ce this great 
act of God's love, from the fall of our first un- 
happy parent in Paradise to our final redemption, 
at this time accomplished at Jerusalem ; that you 
may more fully be convinced, '^ what manner 
*' of love it is that the Father hath bestowed 
*' upon us." 

In the infancy of the world, God Almighty^ 
willing to communicate some share of that hap- 
piness which he had enjoyed from all eternity, 
created man upon earth in his own similitude, 
and breathed into him the breath of life. And 
that he might preserve that life, on the one hand 
he plax^ed before him the pure and permanent 
satisfactions of innocence; on the other, the 
dangerous consequences of guilt and disobedi- 
ence ; to the one he promised the palm of eternal 
glory, to the other he denounced the toniients 
s of 

8 ^ 






96 ' SERMON XXt^Ill . 

of endlfss misery. , He gave him moreover the 
freedom of choice, and to direct that choice, 
superadded' the noble a»d instructive faculty of 
reason, and the powerful monitions of conscience. 
And having thus placed before him good and 
evil, life and death ; he left him in the hands of 
his own counsel, to be the author of eternal hap- 
.piness or misery to himself and his |)ost€rity. 

Here then was a scheme of administration 
worthy the prudence of an all-wise Being t a plaa 
becoming the benevolence of an all-merciful 
Creator. And what then was the consequence 
of this equitable and indulgent plan ?-r— Sad, sad 
indeed, to relate ! Man, being thus left to his 
own guidance, m spite of all the great advan- 
tages afforded him, listening to the solicitations 
of an evil spirit, threw off his dependence upon 
God, fcllfrom his original purity, brought misery 
upon himself, 'and entailed a curse upon bis 
vretched posterity. 

' And now then was his before thrice-happy 
situation widely and deplorably altered indeed ! 
Now sin entered into the world, and death by 
sin : a deluge of corruption overspread the face 
of the whole earth ; and this corruption was the 
more terrible, as its contagion not only infected 
the body, but tainted also the nobler faculties of 

the 
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the mind, subjecting the one to misfortune, pain, 
aiijd disease; the other, to ignorance, temptation 
and guilt; so as to leave scarce one trace or 
feature of the divine purity remaining. 

But worse' than all this was yet behind. His 
infirmities and miseries he might have borne: 
but the anger of an ofFended'God who can bear ? 
His conscience told him that he had abused the 
talents committed to his charge, and therefore 
had nothing to look for but fiery indignation. 
What therefore shall he do in this hour of dis- 
tress, or what satisfaction can he offer to appease 
the justice of a righteous Judge ? Shall he fly to 
thickets for shelter, and hide himself in the trees 
of the garden ? But will these conceal his guilt 
ftom the eyes of an all-seeing God ? No: his 
voice will find him even there, and compel him, 
with amazement and trembling, to cry out, "I 
** Jheard thy voice, and was afraid." Shall he 
then confes3 himself to God, and profess amend- 
i|ient and obedience for the future ? Still that 
otedience must be imperfect, and therefore could 
he no reparation for his past transgression. Or 
even,, if God should have been willing to have 
pardoned him upon his sincere repentance and 
renewed pbedience, yet this could have given 
him no hopes of a reward too, and that no less 
a^reward than eternal salvation. And yet, unless 

\ou II. H this 
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this be added to pardon, nature must for cv» 
have renrniued unsatisfied, and the path that^ 
leads to the grave, ' must have appeared both t(y 
him and us all, dark, dreary, and uncomfortable. 

Should he then, by way of aatiafaction, offer 
unto God a bulldck out of Jbis house, or a hc^ 
goat out of his fold ? But will God thctt eat 
bulVs-flesh, or drink the blood of goats ? Or if 
he were so disposed, are not all the beasts of the^ 
forest his, and th» cattle upon a thousand hilfd ? 
Is not the whole world his, and all that is therein ? 
— ^What satisfaction thei^efore. could he hope ta 
liiake by giving imto God that which was. hi? 
.already ? And after all, though God was please^^ 
to accept of such sacrifices under the Jewish did^ 
pensation, yet it is impossible that the blood pB 
bulls and of goats should ever take^away tatif. - 

It appears then, that only two mediods owltf 
possibly be devised, which could afford our first? 
parent the least glimpse of hope of appeasing th<8> 
Deity's offended justice, namely, repentance and- 
sacrifice ; and both these totally insufiScient ta 
procure salvation, ** He lo6ked, therefore,, but: 
** there was none that would know him f attd he? 
*• wondered that there was no- iiitercessor.'' 
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His miseries^ indeed, antt the horrofs of a: 
jJerishing World, did strongly fitead for 'a Re- 
dfeffcnfififr but where should this ^Redeemer be 
fbUttd, or ^Vho is able to deUver his brother fVom 
cfgatii; aiid make an agreement unto God for 
iiiiri? ^ 

^et thiis difficult as the task is, of llhding d 
Redeeniet, it is ndt impossible with him to whom' 
cfll things are possible. There was yet one method, 
which lay hid in the gracious bosom of Provi- 
dence, and which we could never have discover- 
^, if it had not been revealed to us. . 

' For sbfe ! when human invention was ftaggered, 
and conscious guilt was sinking under the appre- 
hensions of divine justice, tlie arm of the Ever- 
lasting brought salvation, and the angel of his 
presence saved them* The Son of the Most 
Hfigh, who alone had the power of reconciHng 
God's mercy to his justice, became man for our 
sakes, and by one oblation of himself once of- 
fered, niade a full, perfect, and sufficient sacri- 
fice, oblation and satisfaction for the sins of the 
whole worl5. 

Here then let us stop for a momfent, and con- 
tethpfatie this most extraordinary and astonishing 
act of divine loVc to man. What a surprizing 
H 2 - ^ 4Bercr 
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ijiercy was if- in God the Father to find out such 
an expedient for us, and to send his only be- 
gotten Son to be. exposed to the insults of an 
impious and ungrateful M'orld ! How astonishing 
again was it to see him, who was the brightness 
of his Father's ^lory, and the express image of 
his person, putting on the lowly form of a ser- 
vant ; submitting not only to be man, but 
evtn to be the least and lowest of men ! For 
such he was in every stage of life, eveii from his 
cradle to his grave. The very circumstances of 
his birth were such as N^ere not only void of all 
worldly pomp and grandeur, but even such as 
AWuld natu|:ally expose him to the scorn of the 
haughty, the contempt of the rich, and the de- 
rision of fools. Though he was born a king by 
his office, yet mean $wadling clothes, were his 
imperial robes, and a manger his royal cradle- 
And no sooner was he born into the world, 
though the obscurity of his situation might well 
liave concealed him froan public notice, than he 
was doomed the victim of a tyrant's jealousy, 
nor could any thing less than banishment from 
his country deliver the helpless babe from the 
edge of the sword. 

And even after this escape, this foreboding 
prelude, as it proved, to his misfortunes, what 
was his whole ministry on earth but one con- 

4 lin\]^ed 
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tinued scene of hardship! "Though his life was 
laid out aiid employed in acts of benevolence, 
though he even spent himself in doing good to 
the souls and bodies of men, yet all this could 
not save him from the combined malice gf men 
and devils. Nay, his veiy miracles were so fax; 
from mitigating the bitterness of his persecutors, 
that they inflamed their rage and venom against 
him still more. They cast down at his fe^t the 
blind, tlie deaf, the lame, and the dumb ; and 
by his all-powerful word the eyes of the blind 
lii^ere opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped ; 
the lame man leaped as an hart, and the tongue 
of the dumb did sing : yet in vain did these 
marvellous acts bespeak the finger of God ; he 
met with no better return for them than that 
bitter -and malevolent reproach, " he casteth 
** out devils through Beelzebub, the prince of 
'' devils/' 

Yet is not this all that he did ibr us miserable 
sinners, nor did his suflPerings for us stop here. 
The present solemnity calls upon us to take a 
.farther view of his love to us, and to accompany 
him to the last act of his life, compared with 
M-hfch his former miseries were slight and incon-^ 
siderable. 

H 3 And 



^nd surely never -was a greater copiplici^ipx^ 
of insolence and barbarity, uevpr did the suif 
behold a nfiore bloody and irihuman tragedy, in 
all the parts and circutnstg.nces of |t ! §ee youy 
jGod, . ye guilty sons of a guilty parent, fof ypuf 
^akes^, extended on the col4 groui)d, racked w^t|} 
pitter agon jes, and sweating as it were largf dropf 
pf blood ! See hiin, again, bgtfayed by a fai.tljlj5Sf 
Jtraitor; arrested as a very thief, with swords an4 
staves; a|)jandoned and denied by h;s co>faf4 
disciples; accused by fafee witnesses ; reproachecjl 
as a blaspheiper ; condemned by the voicp pf W 
ipnraged multitude, ^s wofse than guilty of thf 
united crimes pf sedition, rpbbpry, a»(i imiif^epj 

Behold him again blind-folded, spit upoij, ^u& 
feted, mangled with whips and scourges, ^ep ! 
fie comes loaded with his cross, and in§ult;ed i^ith 
the ensigns of mock royalty ! His hands ar^ cpm- 
pelled to sustain a reed of reproach ; his head is 
kcerated mth k crown of tliomsj an^, ^s if 
thei^e M^ere not sufficient tortures, hi? ear§ ixp 
wounded with that insulting salutation, }i^\\ ! 
King of the Jews ! 

In the midst of these complicated^ circum- 
stances of anguish and horror, loaded with igno? 
miny, surrounded with enemies, he advances to 
the scene of execution, sejehe and silent, even 

as 
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as the Iamb thkt before her shearers is dumb. 
But, though his owti sufferings could not induce' 
him to open his mouth, yet compassion for the* 
train of jR^male mourners that followed his steps 
and bewailed his fate, drew from him the Ian* 
guage of impassioned feeling. For, hark ! this 
man of sorrows speaks ! And what ? Sure, amidst 
all these unmerited distresses some heavy sen- 
tence will fall from his lips : a heart thus galled 
and wounded will vent itself in bitter reproaches 
of his enemies, or pathetic lamentation of his 
own sufferings ' But, ah ! how weakly do we 
Reason from the feelings of our own narrow hearts 
to those of a God of love ! With what indiffe* 
rence and composure does he speak of his ovm 
fufferings. ** Daughters of Jerusafem, weep not 
*^ for me, for ye will soon have a far more im- 
f • portant cause of sorrow in the miny impending 
" miseries which will, in a few years, overwhelm 
** your city and nation ; when the Roman eagle 
' ^ shall be raised alofl over the ruin§ of Jerusalem, 
** and your boasted temple shall be laid level 
*' with the gi'ound. Weep not therefore for me, 
*^ who shall soon triumph over all the short-lived 
" malice of my enemies,* but rather weep for 
** yourselves and your children, and for the de- 
•' solation that is coming uppn yqu/^ 

H 4 But 
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But now the end of all his suflFeriags is ap- 
' preaching I The rage of his merciless persecutors^ 
though great, cannot be infinite. He who said 
to the proud waves, hither shall ye go, and no 
further, hath also set bounds to the madness of 
the people. Yet what the feeble hand of human 
vengeance could reach, they wanted not fury 
and malice to accomplish. For see ! with bloody 
and unrelenting violence they stretch him on the 
cross, with unfeeling barbarity they pierce his- 
hands and feet with nails, with gall and vinegar 
they ipock his thirst, with unparalleled outrage 
they deride and blaspheme his divine power and 
godlike benevolence, " he saved others, himself 
." he cannot save." And lest any thing should 
be wanting to finish this master-piece of horror 
and inhumanity, to pain they add ignominy, 
condemning/ the Lord of life to die the death, 
and in the company, of thieves. 

Thus encompassed with shame and sorrows, 
thus stricken, smitten, and afflicted, thus re- 
viledy insulted, and despised, after uttering those 
astonishing words, *^ piy God, my God, why 
^* hast thou forsaken me ;" see, your Saviour 
bows the head, and gives up the ghost ! Here 
then let us close the painful narrative of the cruel 
transactions of this bitter scene. But surely we 
^hall but ill discharge the duties of this solemn 

season. 
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season, if we liere^ close^ our own reflections on 
the tremendous idea of a God expiring on the 
cross for our sakes. Look up to that cross on 
wHich your Saviour is skispended, ye who call 
yourselves Christians, and ask yourselves these 
interesting and important questions: Is it no-^ 
thing to all you that pass by? Is it nothing that 
never sorrows were hke unto his sorrows ? And 
have ye no interest in this man of sorro\Vs ? Can 
ye forbear reflecting that it M^as your transgres- 
sions f(5r which he was wounded ? Know ye not, 
that it was your sina^ for which he was ac- 
quainted with grief? Consider ye not, that it 
was for you he died, that you might live through 
him ? An act of mercy so new and astonishing^ 
that language must ever fail, and eloquence be 
struck dumb^ in attempting to describe it ! 

With what zeal and gratitude then should the 
breast of every Christian be affected, when he 
considers that for him and his salvation this stu- 
pendous act of love was undertaken and accom- 
plished ! With what ardour of affection and piety 
should we l>e filled, when we thus behold what 
manner of' love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us ! I am sure, if we are not so, even inanimate 
nature may justly reproach our ingratitude and 
insensibility. For, whilst the Lord of life ex- 
pired, - the graves opened, the rocks rent the sua 
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withdrew his shiniog, as if askamed that hii 
*}>§»i»s should give light to so horrid a tragedy, 
Jipw pjucb TfiOY^ the^ ought we to fe^l on thif 
peca^ioD, who w^re the c^us^ $nB objf ets of aU 
the$<^ sufferings, and whos@ crimen coul4 b^ f^*- 
. piated by nb k$» ^u atonement, th*n the blood 
of the Son of Qod. 

^t m^ then le^rn pver to value as we oughi 
this our gtieat and truly inestimable happiness, 
]yetu3 daily ble3s and thank that kipd^Provir 
dence, which has bestowed such love upon u^ 
^hich has thus enlightened our hearts with the 
bright beaiiis of the glorious gospel, th^ pr^cipitf 
words of eternal lifp.-— And le^: us ever press for** 
wards towards that eternal life, the pri?e of ^ our 
calling ; counting all things but loss for the ^%r 
cellency of. the knowledge of Christ Jesus bur 
I/>rd, " who died for our offences, and rose 
** again for our justification." 
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ON EASTER DAT. 

Luke xxiv. 5, 6. 

Why seek ye the living amdng the deMf He is 
^not herc^ but is riseii. 

THE >nekiicho\y scene of sorrow and suffer- 
ing, which we lately cammemorated, \» now - 
(rfianged! Hushed therefore be the voice of lft> 
mentation, a«id the tears Mriped away from all 
^c^s, We no longer bewail a Redeemer aJBlicted 
jnd oppressed by a barbarous band of ruftian^ 
tfie scoff of insolence, the derision of foolt, the 
victim of a bloorl-thirsty nation, but hail him ai 
a triumphant conqueror. For, see ! he break! 
the barriers of the grave, and triuniphs over all 
the malice of his enemies. Hasten not, there- 
fore, ye daughters of sorrow, to weep over janA 
anoint the body of your Saviour. The Lord of 
life cannot be held by the bonds of death, the 
holy ont cif God cannot see corruption. Why 
seek ye the iiving.among the dea4 r Hew is not 
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here, where ye expect to find him, in the dark 
23iansion 6f the grave : he is risen from the dead, 
and become the first frUits of them that slept. 

Such was the language of the angels to the 
women who came to anoint and to weep over the 
body of Jesus. A language how widely different 
from what we commonly find at the mansions of. 
mortality ! " Here lieth, mingled with his kin- 
^* dred dust," is the last poor panegyric of hu- 
man greatness, the common memorial of the 
triumphant conqueror and the humble peasant. 
But, where man's glory ends, there Christ's began. 
It was said by Isaiah of old, " his rest shall be 
'* glorious.'* And what Isaiah foretold;^ our Re- 
deemer fulfilled. The grave was his triumph, 
and the sepulchre the throne of hi^ glory. In 
weakness he became strong, in humiliation he 
WM exalted : though he submitted to death, he 
saw AO corruption : he brake the bonds of death 
in synder, and triumphed over all the malice of 
his bitter and implacable enemies. 

That event, which we are this day assembled 
to commemorate, is certainly the greatest and 
most stupendous, which can occupy the thoughts 
and attention of man. The resurrection of a 
human .body from the grave is a thing so new 
and unheard of befcM-e the christiaii sera, that we 

may 
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may well say, ' * this is the Lord's doing, and it is- 
** marvellous in our eyes." But it is not only 
matter of admiration to us, as a great and won- 
derful event, but also is a subject deserving cmr- 
warmest gratitude and affection, since it is the 
pillar of our faith as Christians, and the ground 
of all our hopes as men. For not only npw is' 
Christ risen from the dead, but also he is become' 
the first-fruits of them that slept ! 

That we may therefore be fully confirmed in 
our Christian confidence of rising from fieath to 
immortality, I shall endeavour to shew, first, 
that our Saviour's resurrection is an undeniable 
proof of his divinity ; and therefore is an incon- 
testible confirmation of our faith : 

Secondly, That we have the most full and 
siaitisfactory evidence of the truth pf our Saviour's 
resurrection; and 

Tliirdly, That his resurrection is a pledge and 
assurance of our own ; and therefore is a most 
comfortable foundation of our hopes. 

And 1st, If the evidence of St. Paul can have' 
any weight in this matter, he expressly tells us, 
that the resurrection of Christ was a ponfirmation 
of bis Godhead; or/ai» he himself better ex- 
presses 
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pfefefes it, " Christ ^as declared to be the Son 
"of God with power, by the resurrectioB frorti 
" the dead." And this is agrieeablc to what thtf 
same Apostle says, in his address to the people 
of Antioch ; * ^ we declare unto you glad,tidings, '* 
siiys he, " how that th6 promise, which v/is 
*^ made unto the Fathers, God hath fuifiHed'the 
*V same unto ns their cbildreit, in that he hztH 
" raised up Je^us from the dead again :'*.asitii^ 
written in the second psalm, " thou art -my Son ; 
*^ this' day have I begotten thee.^' This day, by 
making thee tihe first bom from the deiad, I hav* 
declared thee my Son with power ; that all nations 
m^y acknowledge thy divine authority, and ho-r 
nour the Son, evcil as they honour the Father. 

Agreeably to this, we find that our Saviour 
himself constantly appeals tq his resurrection, ^as 
tlie particular proof of his divinity. Thus he 
tells the Jews, when they sought for a sign from 
him, as an evidence of his divine mission : "an 
** evil and adulterous generation seeketh after a" 
** sign, and there shall lio sign be given it, but 
** that of the prophet Jonas : for ais Jonas was 
" three days and three nights in the whale's 
^! belly, so shall the Son of man be three days 
" and three nights in the heart of the earth." 
Thus also, \^hen he drove the buyers and sellera. 
out of thd temple, that is,; out of the court of 

the 



t!i^ geirtites adjoining to it, wliich as well a* Ih6' 
Safitcfti^y rts^lf iVas called th@ teinpl^) md tW 
Jelfi^d said unto him, ^' what sign shewest thoUj 
*^ seetng thou docst these things?" his ansiM^^ 
was, ** destroy this temple of my body, and in^ 
** three days' I will raise it up again." His other, 
rt4raf6i€s did indeed abundantly den^onsti^te bis* 
ditine powef ; for no man could give f<3et to thef^ 
lame and eyes to the blind, except God w^e- 
^i*»ifth hiiti : but the resurrection wa^ to b© th^ 
gp»#ae seatl and Gonftrmation of all, as b^itig tte- 
uloaf clear and undeniable ' exertion of divine- 
prtwef } for nphe but a God could say, ** I hav^- 
" pOtirjBr to lay down my life, and I have povirei 
** to talce it again-^" and also as being the lemt 
lisble to any suspicion of fraud and imposture; 
wken it had been so long and openly predicted* 
by him. 

Hence it is that St. Paul also stakes the wholtf 
credit of the' Christian religion upon this single 
feet; ^^ If Christ be not risen," says. he, *' then 
" is our preaching vain, and your faith is also 
^ ** vain." Hence too it was, that the primitive 
Christians, when they would express the resur- 
rection, called it fAotflvpiov, the witness or testi- 
mony ; as if the whole of their faith rested upon 
it. And for the same reason it was, that the 
ifhole Jewish Sanhedrim used t;heir utmost ende*- 
1 vonri 
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yours to stop the belief of it in the world ; a$ 
^dl knowing, that if it could once be proved,-, 
that Jesus rose from the dead, there, could be 
noidoubt, that he was truly the Son of God. 

:And 2dly, That our ' Saviour thus did ac-- 
tuallyrisq from the dead, we have the fullest' 
l^nd clearest evidence. For as this mtigle is of 
the greatest importance in our holy religioti, 
so there is none whose foundation is more stable 
a,4id unquestionable. Nay indeed it has beea 
so ordered by the good providence of God, that, 
those very things, which were intended to ob- 
struct the belief of it, have consequientially- 
strengthened and confirmed it. Of this we 
have a very remarkable instance in the malicious : 
vigilance and circumspection of the. Jews. For, 
no sooner had they vented their malice, by . 
dooming the Lord of life to a painful and igno- 
minious death, than the chief priests and Pha- • 
risees came to Pilate, saying, *' Sir, wcremem- 
" ber that that deceiver said, while he was. yet 
** alive, after three days I will rise again: to. 
" prevent, therefore, ^ny fraud or imposture, 
•* command that the sepulchre be made sure 
** till the third day; lest hi$ disciples come by 
** night and steal him away, and say unto the 
'* people, he is risen from the dead." And 
Pilate said unto them, /'ye hav^e a. watch, gt> 

.\ . '' your 
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** your way, make it as sure as you can. So 
•* they went and made the sepulchre sur6, seal- 
** ing the stone, and setthig a w^tcb." Here 
then, you see, was a delibei^ate plan to crush sl^ 
Christian faith, and prevent its farther progress^ 
A guard of soldiers, a sepulchre bewi^ out of 
thfi solid rock, the mouth of it closed by a. ^tone 
of immense weight, and that farther ^qi^ured by 
ihe public seal. '^ Now that he lieth, sai4 
** they, let him rise up no mo^f; be trusted ia 
*^ God, that he wx>uld deliver him; let hina 
^* deliver him, if he will have him." But, hoy 
fibort-Uvod was thi$ their triumph! and ho v 
fwl>te, vain man, are all tby device? against th? 
9scm of Omnipotence ! What they intended a? a* 
ji^ar to the b<Uef of a Redeemer rising from thf 
grav^, starved only to confirm and strengthen it^ 
l)y removing every shadow of s^nspic^ni^ F(^ 
in $pite of all this sage precaution, the body of 
Jesus was missing, after it had kin three day^ 
in the grave. Here then was an unlooked-for 
bl9W indeed ! And what could the poor nu9r 
token Pharisees say, to ward off its. weight? 
Could thqr pnefiend, that his disciples came by 
night, and stole him away, whilst the soldiers 
slept? 3nthow then, it might be asked, could 
tfcey come near th# sepulchre, and roll away the 
at(¥i^ which we hfive good authority for saying 
«fti»red njaa^y the ferce pf twenty men to 
VOJL. XI. I remove 
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i^moveit, without alarming a numerous band 
of guards ? Besides, if l;He guards had aH slept, 
ewhibh, to those who^ knbw. the severity of 
^^man discipline, will appear a most '^absurd 
and improbable supposition, how should they 
AkyoW that it Was tarried away? Atidj if they 
idid npt sleep, why did they suffef it to be iearried 
away? Is it again likely, that the disciples, who, 
ju^t befoi^e, had shewn themselves so remarkably 
Jtimid and feint-hearted, should, in a moment, 
fcedome sodafiirigand resolute, as in the silent 
'hoUrs'of darkness to break through a formidablte 
"ba^nd of soldiers, 'with manifest danger of their 
lives, and steal aWay a body deposited under the 
public seal ^ And if they bad done so, what 
purpose* would 'it have answered ? The fact might 
easily have^befeii proved to thfe world by the 
tesfimoBy ttf the* Roman guard,jaiid thepefore 
could ii*td been 'of'no' avail td support their 
fcaude: '^Ahd' idia the other hand, they themselves 
liiuk liav€f'be«tt couvinccd, that Christ, by not 
risihg fr(ftn thfe dead; had deceived their expec- 
tations- aiid falsified his ^wa predictions. Would 
it not th^rtjfote havfe been nipre natural for 
them,, by dtedaring the truth, to have reconciled 
themselves.to the chief priests and rulers, rather 
than, by peri^isting in a dating falsehood, ' to 
h^ve CQurtqd poverty,' toruients, and death, the 
nectssary conse^uenciBS ^ preaching 'the resur* 
^ - rection? 
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j rection? It is: impossiKfe therefore to.imagine, 

. that the djscipics could either have the power or 
inclination of deceiving the world, m the testi- 
mony they gave* . . , ^ 

! 

And ds little likely it i», that they themsel^^es 
should be deceived in this Jmattrfr.* For purely 
I it was not possible, that th6se;v^thb ate with 

him, drank with^him, conversed: with him for 
forty days together, should >be mistaken: that , 
I five hundred brethjren, to whom he , appeared, 

should all be mistaken :,. that Thomas, . whcf 
thrust his hands into his side; and the ptint of 
I the nails, should be . mistaien. . iThese arie cir* 

I cumstances not to be reconciltd with any 

degree of probability, and therefore leave the 
- credit of the Apostles ia this matter dear ilnd 
unimpeached. ., r n . . 

j ^ .;.■.;,■.; • 

I And indeed the Apostles themselves* gave un* 

f deniable testimony of their full conviction and 

persuasion of the truth of the resurrection, in 
I their conduct. For, though we .find them^ 

during the life of their divine Master, unable, to 
compi^hend what was meant by the rising agaiu 
from the dead; though, at his arraignment, 
j they all forsook him aod^fled; though, after 

his crucifixion, they lamented their fallen hopes, 
.and thought that they had. falsely trusted that 

I 8 it 
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it hftd beeik he, iieKb Bhoaid iiave k-edeennecl 
Israd; yet no 'sdonefr hkA itmi appearM tsi> 
thenii ao as fully to cohvmce tbehn of tlve reality 
of*his resurrection, \han they boldly preached 
^B his name, in opposition to all the combined 
p^6|8 aiid miberesfs of the il^brM, and 'difer^ 
^ly ^ub&itted to tl^ heaviest torments titifk 
CQttld be iiiflicM np6a them. Atid vfamcfe 
eduld -this prodeed, bat. from a firm faith a«d 
^ assurance of the Resurrection, which confirm^ 
t6 them the dmlre niissiion mi iauthority dif 
Ihfeir crucified Saviour, Mrdtteiight^em tb look 
for a state of hsEpphafiesB ^ereaflier, n^ii atl tte 
8iiff«ringsDand miserils of ^is frail ^tifb shbuid be 
Bomdi'e? * 

But 5dly, As we halve tindefii^fe pvbbf ttAt 
our Saviour rose again from the dead, so his re^^ 
surrection also is an undeniable pledge and assu* 
ranee of ovirown. 

' Of aUtJie^ajtieks of oiir holyreliglob, <het^ 
has been none more i^aloosly coii^dict^d than 
that of thetfesttrrec«idii of the body ; ttiid thlil 
lor this i^in and cdbvioins i^easOn : beoauM tioii^ 
IS a greater check tqpoti the lives ^d mai$»en^ 
of men. For if ve su« to the iagfthi, than (Mr 
hopes do not end in death : then th«i jOy of th^ 
j>resent moment is not tbe only object ^f thfe^ 
5 sinner's 



fcinnfa-'s ewe : theire <s. a thpught of h^rea^fter, 
whi^h yriU da^fip th^ fniile of triumphant guilt : 
there is a l^fi^^-witlng \kpQn the w^U, whicl^ 
V^l change the sinner's countenance in th(f 
lai^t of his ip[)piQUs ei\)pyments : then th^r^^lT^ 
I'ew4r4s to a^ipi^te th^ desponding, anc| punish- ^ 
xn^ngts to terrify th^ presumptucFus. As then* ^jt 
th?se consequences all clearly fpUow from thp 
doctrine of the resurrection, it cannot be won- 
4^ed, f:hat it shpi|ld s^t all times have been 
opposed by those, whose wicked lives lead tbeni 
to wish, that all their guilty thoughts might 
perish, that thprp w^s indeed no hereafter to 
h^iing tp light their hidden things of ^darkness, 
^d. Ift^ open the M^)^ ^^^ treacherous i^ecrets 
pf tl^ejr JieartSf 

Put ya'^jly wiU the sinner hope^ to slpep/the 
sJeep pf flf at^, or, " $lj?t he ?hsU not retuqat 
/^ Qptcff ^ari^pgsg :" the resurrection of Christ 
ffpfn ^he i}e^ will JeavjB us np rpom tp doubt 
ipf #uf pi|»9. Vqv if he CPijId by his own almighty 
pPWiSr break the bqnds of death and triumph 
W)?F tl)8 grave, hpw should he not be able to 
JRakg gPPfJ bjja.promi^^fe and to perform that iu 
others, which he performed in his own person? 
With that flesh and blood, of which we are now 
pjRtaljeri?, he ascended up on hi^hi^and led cap^ - 
Mnty ^9$tm; wit|i bi3 own right hand and with 

13' his 
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Ills holy arm he gat Hiittself the victoiy : nor is 
his arm shortened, that h^ should not raise up 
us hly the same power with which he raised 

* • ^himself. We shall therefore live, and shall not 

dte eternally : we shall live and declare the glory 

» • of the Lord : all they that go down into the 

l|^* *diist shall kneel before him : the grave shall 
hear his voice, and give tip her dead : he will 
' call our scattered remains from the bowels of 
the earth and the depths of the sea. The dis- 
persed tribes of the remotest nations, the 
mouldering millions of ancient timefe, shall all 
aWake at the^ voice of the trunfjpet : ' for the 
trumpet shall soundj and* the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible. The unhafppy father of 
' - mankind shall look down with shame, upon the 
first and latest of his posterity, whom his, trans- 
gression in paradise condemned to sin and 
sorrow, through all the ages' of the World; 
whilst th^ judge of thfe world shall ismrrfle^ upon 
those, whom he has i^deemied ftoitn itii^ery and 
the shadow of death, and receive them with 
that transporting welcome, ^* tome; > ye blessed 
*' children of my Father, ' receive the kiiigdonfi 
** prepared for you from the fgundatiou of the 
^' world." ... . . ^ 

Happy they wfco shall lie Jfound in'thait blessi^d 
number^.' Hapf)yVthey'wh6^|)jrepape themselves 

i by 
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by a life of virtue, here, to be found amongt 
that blessed numbei' hereafter I.J'o them a re- 
surrection from* the dead is indeed a noble, and 
transporting prospect. It is an exemption from 
all the cares, and disappointments of hfe: it is 
the exchange of disease and frailty for life and 
glory: it ia the putting on immortality and in* 
corruptipn : it is the being reunited to our long 
lost friends, to the arms of tender parents, to the 
friends of our love, or the children of our# 
bosom : it is an approach unto mount Sion, and 
unto the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company of 
angel?, to the general assembly and church of 
the first borp, . which are written in heaven, and 
to God the ju^g^ of all, and to the spirits of 
juft men .made perfect, and to Jesus the m.edi- 
ator of the new covenant. These are indeed 
noble fruits of a resurrection from the dead; 
sufficient to warm the coldest^ and make the 
weakest strong. They are suffiqienjt to make us 
despise the; miseries of life and the terrors of 
mortality, and to cry out with the iglorious 
, exultation pf the Apostle, " O death, where. is 
.^*, thy sting! O ^rave, where is thy victory I 
.*' The stiiig-of d^ath is* sin, and the strength 
^^' of sin /is. the law: but thanks be tq God, 
/* which giveth . us . thCi victory tliyough our 
** Lord Jesus Clirist 1" 

J 4 But 
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But if a reiuntction firbm th« dfead liA tlite 

' . a founteiin cf xjonsbhttion, to the go6d and Vilr* 

^ tuous, it is no less a foutifcain of tterrbt to thft 

^ guilty. For rtflfect, sinner, what it is tb 

||r appi^ar tofcforte an all-seeing and just God : to 

• stand self-^ndemned and trembling before tte 

g. awful jtidge of quitrk ahd dead J to have ail thy 

♦ *; secret sins and midnight foHles laid open and 

disclosed: *o have all the gcnerkttions bf, thij 

•world stand around the*, witntsseis of thy 

irimes aiid COndfeit»«atiOn. , Hadst thou a friend 

that lo\i?d thee m the worM ; how wiR it rend 

kis bosom to see thee thus ap|)atted with fear, 

and sin)(ing nmkr thy load of guilt t^ Hadst 

thou a pare^iit Vhvt trained thee Jin the ways of 

early pi^y, and \<iatthed over thy infftnt days 

wirt» a ^entter atid eite^epless solicitude; what/ a 

ll©artrfeii>ding ^roke- will it be *o hear tha^ 

/ dreadful sentence pronounced tipott thee, **g6, 

** tb'Gti cursed ohitdj into everlasting fire, pre* 

*^ pared for »tbfe devil «nd l>is angtls." Finally, 

Wst thou any feeling for t*byself? Think, 

think, what it yill 4* to enter into att fbe 

torments 0f hell, to dwell With^everJasting^bum* 

, Jngs, wjth the wdrin that neVer Hieih, ami&ft th0 

blackiteds of darkness for evtrtntite; to he sepa* 

r«rted from God and happltafesS, to fee ^excluded 

from every ray of hope, to ftirf thfe stin^ng rcr 

prpaches qf conscious guilt, ^ttd tlie ^digonmiig 

pang* 
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patigs of a rnfepent life, the- abtised mercies of 
heaven, atid the never ending torments of the 
fire that cannot be quenched. 

Since then it depends upon ourselves, whe^ 
ther the resurrection from the dead shall be ^ 
blessing or a curse; since it is in our own 
choice, whether we will rise to life or death 
eternal ; let . us chuse life, that both we and 
our seed may live. All has been done for us' 
that could be done by the mercy of heaven : 
what remains therefore must be done for" our- 
selves. The unhappy rich man thought that 
his five brethren, though they were deaf to 
the voice of Moses and the prophets, yet would 
repent, if one went unto them froni the dead. 
Even that last and greatest persuasive to re- 
pentance has been vouchsafed to us. If there- 
fore we repent not, utterly hopeless and inexr 
cusable must be our condition; we can have 
nothing to look for but fiery indignation. Let 
us therefore wisely determine to crucify the old 
man, atyl utterly abolish the whole body of sin. 
Let us awake to righteousness, and sin not. 
Jjet us seek those things which are above,^ 
where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. 
JL.et us be stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of tjie Lord ; forasmuch as we 
l^now that oujr labour ii? jiot in vain in the 

Lord; 



122 SERMON XXIX. 

hovd: For if we believe that Jesps died arid 
rose again, even so them al^ which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with . him ; and wheu 
Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall 
lye also appear together with him in glory* / 
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Ephesians ii. 8, 9. 

J5y grace are ye saved^ through faith ; and that 
not of yourselves : it is the gift of God: not 
. of works^ lest any man should boast. 

/^F all the unhappy divisions, which have 
^^ torn and distracted the bosom of the 
Christian church, from the days of the Apostles 
down to the present times, none seems to have 
been supported with greater warmth or carried 
to greater lengths than the dispute — ** whether 
** to God's grace and. faith in Christ, or to 
^* our own works we must be indebted for sal- 
«* vation/' 

The zealous asserters of grace maintain, that 
«ince we can do nothing of ourselves, we should 
le^ve all to God, and not endeavour to do any 
thing; for since every gift of God must be 

perfect^ 
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perfect, grace, being the gift of God, must be, 
perfect too, and therefore must be left to perform 
its perfect ><rork in us. So that, according to 
•them, to allow any thing to the natural powers 
of man, or to attempt to pleasp God by our 
actions, is the highest pitch of presumption, is 
the making God's grace subservient to humaa 
reason, and supposing the power of the Almighty 
not sufficient of itself to save us, without our 
assistance in the work. The strenuous advo- 
cates of good \vork8, on the other hand, insist, 
that man is a free agent ; that to suppose him 
not endued with a liberty of action is to take 
away all distinction between virtue ind vice; 
since no man can be denominated good or bad 
for doing what he was under an absolute neces- 
sity to do ; that to conceive a person impelled 
to do a right action by any other influence than 
that of his own reason, is in effect to render that 
reason, which God hath given him, useless, and 
to make him literally righteous with righteous-? 
ness not his own. 

Thus stands the controversy between those, 
who push their respective opinions to the utmost 
lengths; and if we must needs join oui^selves to 
the «ide of one of these parties, we must either 
^^ert, that man ought to sit idle, while God^^ 

holy spirit docs the whole work fo? him i or must 

reject 
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rgect the offer made us in the Scriptures of God's 
gri^oei and depend entirely upon his own merit 
for salvation : neither of which opinions, I hope, 
any here jMesent would be willing to subscribe to. 

WhatBhallwe do then in this case? Lcftufe 
diiigentiy search the scriptures ; for they dooe 
iiSLve the words of eternal life. And I am per*- 
luaded, that any one, who reads the writings of 
the Apostles With due attention, and a sincere 
desire of coming at the truth, who will be at tb^ 
pains of comparing together the several things 
advanced by them upon these heads, wiH find 
them pcft-fectiy consistent with themselves and 
%vkh. each mber. And it is princijpially to the 
Hiralit of 'sfuteh a due attention and comparison 
that l^t continuance of this dispute among U6 
9s m a gi^at measure owing : for each party stu- 
diously selec!t such parts of the scripture as they 
^in^ make for their cause, and as studiously 
avoid and pass oyer such as seem to make against 
them. And indeed thus it must ever be, whilst 
men are more desirous of cariying their cause, 
^i^id mafni^ting their superiority over their ad*- 
versaries, than of finding the key of knowledge^ 
and attaining to the real truth. 



*o 



Let tts hear then what St. Paul says to the 
%httrch of i^cbus^ iamy text; '^By grace are 

"ye 
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•^ ye saved through faith ; :and that not of your* 
*^ selves; it is the gift of God: not of works, 
•^ lest any man should boast :'* that isy it i$ 
.through Gpd's kindness that we have eternal life 
and happiness promised to us by the means of 
faith in Christ : but even of these^raeans so prof- 
fered, we could not of ourselves make a proper 
use, unless he had at the same time given us his 
holy spirit to make our faith perfect : for our 
ivorks cannot save us ; so that all boasting of our 
own merit is absolutely excluded. * 

The Apostle^s doctrine in the tpxt being thus 
explained, I shall first shew that flith in Christ' 
is the oijly means through which we can hope 
for salvation : and secondly, that true Christian 
/aith cannot be attained without the a$sistance 
of God's holy spirit : and thirdly, that our works 
have no merit in themselves, and consequently 
all confidence in them, absplutely considered, is 
vain and presumptuous. 

1st I propose to shew, that faith in Christ is 
the only means, through which we can hope for 
salyation. 

In order to make this appear, let us take a 
view of the state of man from his first origin. 
Ill the beginning God created man in his own 

•• image. 
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imagd, afte^ his own likeness, placed liim in a 
state of perfect innocence, and famished, him 
: with sufficient abilities to; retain that innocence 

' -intire and spotless. ^^ He saw all that he had 

. .** made," and man among and above the orest^ 
*^ and behold it was very good/*. .In this situar 
tioii then, it is plain,- Adam could have no need 
of faith in Christ :' it would have been absurd to 
ha^e taughl; him to trust Jn a Redeemer: for 
from what was he to be redeemed, %vho had done 
nothing worthy of bondage? The terms on 
which the Almighty had assured him of happi- 
ness, were clear and expresss ; and so long as he 
performed those terms, how could <he dread 
punishment or stand in need of a Saviour ?. But, 
in spite of all the great advantages afforded him, 
man fell, and by his fall forfeited all right and 
<;laira to these advantages, and entailed a curse 
upon his wretched posterity. The case then was 
now greatly altered: sin entered into the world, 
and death bysin: a deluge of iniquities over- 
spread the face of the whole earth, and so de- 
faced the image and impaired the • likeness of 
God, as to leave scarce one trace or feature of 
the divine purity remaining. At this univel*sal 

-"^ depravity and corruption of human nature, God 
had great reason to be highly offended, and as 

/ he is perfectly jusi, could not but require satis- 
faction from man for §o gross an abuse and; per- 
•. version 
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versioa of the talents with which he bad intritstjed 

him- And Y'hat satisfaction had man to oflfer, 
to aj^ea$e his majesty so justly provoked ? Should 
he confess himself to God and profess amend- 
^»ent for the future ? His amendment must still 
lie imperfect : nay, supppsing it perfect, yet this 
mrould be no reparation for the sins ha liad already 
committed: and though it should be admitted^ 
(of \vinch, however, though the light of nature 
may give us hopes, yet it can give us no assu- 
rance) should it, I say, be admitted, that God'^ 
infinite mercy will pardon sinners up^a t^feir 
sincere repentance and renewed obedienee, yet 
couW w*, fetfter so many and so great crif^es a«i' 
the very best of us commit, hope for a reward 
loo, and that no less a reward thaiii eternal sal* 
vation ? And yet^ unless this be added to our 
pank)0, nature mustt for ever remain unsfD^i^lied : 
due feck in ifcrself something tlutt grasps for 
everlasting bliss with groanings which canfiot te 
tittered, and wititout this fao'tli^r hope» the patib 
that leads to the grave ©ust ^ppeair all dwds, 
idreary^ and ^womfcwrtftble. 

Shcmld he then, By way trf^ satisfaction, offer 
•nnto God a bullock out cf im hoiisft oxjs^h^ - 
^oat ©ut !of his fold ? Can :be tiiinkj that G-pd . 
will cat bull!s ilesh or drink tlie Wood of goatf^i 
Asd if indeed be weie so di^posed^ all 4;lie bc»&t^ 

of 
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of the forfest are his, and so. are the cattle updn a 
thousand hills j • the whole world is his and all 
that is therein : in him even man hiniself both 
lives, and moves, and h^ his being. What satis- 
faction therefore can we hope to make by giving 
unto God that which is his own already ? It is 
indeed true, that by the law of Mp^s burnt- 
offerings and sia-offerings were instituted to 
cleanse and purify the people ; but these certainly 
could have no virtue in themselves to take away 
sins, any farther than as they vere made in obe- 
dience to the divine will, which ordained them 
as, types and shadows of our blessed Saviour, 
who was to offer oije sacrifice for sins, even his 
own body on the cross. Thus the apostle to the 
Hebrews tells us, that ** the law had but a shadpw 
*' of good things to come, and not the very 
** image of the things, and therefore could never 
'** with those sacrifices^ which they offered year 
** by year continually, make the comers there-*- 
^* unto perfect : for then would they not have 
** ceased to be offered. Because that the wor- 
^^ shippers once purged should have had no more 
*^ conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices* 
'** there is a remembrance again made of sins 
^* every year: for it is^ not possible, that the 
" blood of bulls and of goats should take away 
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It ap^r* then, tiiat only two methods could 
;j)Ossibly be devised, that afforded the least glimpse 
t>f hope of appeasing the J3city's offeaded justice; 
tiamdy, repentance and sacr^ce ; and both these 
totally insaffident to procure salvation. Thus 
«t06d the case before our Saviour's coming into 
^hft "v^otMz but one method 'was still left, which 
we-wald never have known, had it not been re- 
vealed to us in the gospel : the Son of God be- 
i^ame man for our sakes ; ^ he alone had the power 
6f Tecofaciling God's mercy to his justice, and by 
one oblation of himself, once offered, was able 
to make a full, perfect, ttid sufficient sacrificcf, 
oblation, and satisfkction for the sins of the 
whole world. This he has done for us ; and 
surely I tieed not isay, it behoVeth us to be 
thapkfuL 

I hope it k by this time evident, that it is 
every Chri^ian's duty* to put his whole trust and 
€oiifidence in God's mercy tliTeugh Christ, and 
to look upon 'felth ita a Saviour's merits, as the 
•MWity meaai by which he can hope to obtain sal- 
ivation. • 

But as faith admits oif several degTees, and is 
therefor^ used in different senses, in different 
parts of the New Testament, it will be proper to 

2 shew. 
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fehew, wliiat U the tru? faith r<jquir«d of ^ Chrii* 
tian a3 nwe^mry tp ^alvatioru 

Now the faitt Tcquire<i of a Cb'istiatt i? not 
barely a belitf that ther? i$ a God : fQr> iu thi> 
sehsfi^ not jorjly ma»y wicked ^lw> but the P?vil$ 
theimdvcs have faith, ** tlfey heli^Ve aridtrem* 
-" ble."^ Nor is tt a belief that Chri«ti» thetrw 
Jlf cs^aa ; for this too a mart miy belieyfi, mi 
yet lead, a life very contrary to hi$ precepts, Bui 
the true Clwistiau faith is such a firm wnvietion , 
pf' the truth and refLspnablen^^s of })iis several 
^Qctrines^ as influences our conduct^ and natur* 
xally lead^ us to the practice of virtue aud ho^ 
lipes3* 

. No^v faith l>eiug understop4 in tlws compkt0 
f^nse^ it naturally follows,* m the second plac^ 
that true Christian faith cannot b^ attained X9 
without the assistance of God's holy spirit 

, We hav0 fmn h^fot^ ftcmx th? Scripture. a6* 
fiount of theM^tjs of rnan at^fsr the fall^ tk^ the 
Ji^art of man is warped frpm gpo4 a^tid itipUiacd 
uato evil continually. And if any on? denies 
:thei scripture ^wount^ aud preteu^^ i^t tp be 
^uaible of tU^ g^peraji corrupj(io% w$ may si^ud 
Wm tp hi^ own breast for informatipn. Thijj ,wiU 
tell him, in as pljtin terw ^ M»»^ bply writiugp 
K 2 themselves. 



J? 



132 • SERMO'N XXX. 

themselves, ** that in his flesh dwelleth ho goo<! 
" thing ; that the good which he would, he 
** doeth not, and the evil which he would not, 
** that he doeth.*' And th!s, Aethinks, shtfuld 
'make him at least wish, that God would be gra* 
ciously pleased to aid his infirmity, and enable 
him to conquer the law of sin, that warreth 
against his soul. Now this, assistance God ha$ 
actually promised to all Christians in general^ 
through the Holy Ghost; the comforter : *^ Inta 
*' one body, (that is, the church) says St. Paul, 
'* we are all baptized by one spirit" And again, 
** untoevery oneof us is given grace, according 
** to the measure, the abundant measure, of the 
** gift^of Christ." So that we may all of us be 
assured, that unless we do despite unto the spirit 
cf, grace, the Holy Ghost is ever ready to pre^ 
vent and run before us in the course of godliness^ 
to our great and endless comfort 

But yet a man may urge, " whence comes it, 
" that this assisfafice must necessaitily foretun 
'* our faith P Is not faith a conviction of the 
^^ reason and understanding, upon sufficient 
^'* grounds ; and can the Understanding possibly 
'** reject such sufficient evidence, any more than 
•^^ the eyes deny aiimittance to such objects a»^ 
^* present themselves?" Let such a man but a . 
little moie attentively consider the true nature of 
'- •• 3 '^ Christian 
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Christian faith, and, I trust, the objection will . 
soon vanish. Christian faith is not merely a 
principle of knowledge, but ^ principle of reli-? 
gion: it ha^ not its residence in the head, but- 
in. the heart I have before observed, that a. 
person may perfectly know his duty, as we see 
too many instances every day, and yet not prac- 
tise it And indeed we may as well suppose a 
man to merit eternal salvation by seeing with his 
eyes, as by solely admitting the truth of the 
Christian docrines, without conforming to thenx || 
in his life. Eor to what purpose can his faith *» 
tend in this case, but to the increasing of his 
condemnation ; sinpe he sins with his eyes open, 
and the consequences full in his sight? He cer- 
tainly can be no more deemed a good man for 
having thp bare knowledge of things spiritual, 
than a man ought to be denommated sinsual 
from the bare knowledge of the things of sense, 
But farther, the heart and will have more power 
over the understanding than many are apt to be 
aware of A man, it is tr^e, cannot withhold 
^ the assent of his reasbn from things sufficiently 
proved to him; but he may refuse to examine 
the proofs ; just as a man with his eyes ppei^ 
cannot refiise admittance to external objects, hut 
he may however shut his eyes and exclude them ; 
^nd this is too frequently the case ; unless the 
will bpppncurriqg, we are apt studiously to avoj^ 

^ 3 tho 
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the light, we neglect tt dwell upon the proof of 
truths disagreeable t6 our inclinations, suffer 
them not to sink deep into our minds, but divert, 
the exertion of Our reason into some Other chan* 
nfel, and ftt least so far weaken and invalidate the 
^iden^e, as to leave it tvo manner of influence 
tfver the heart, -In the fight of faith, on the 
dne side combat the senses and appetites, and all 
the pleasures of this world ; on the other, reason 
ind religion, and the hopes and expectations of 
A better : but to whichsoever party the heart in^ 
/•lines, that party is sure of the victory. Now 
the heart being originally corrupt and evil, always 
hankering after the things of the flesh, fond of 
the follies and vanities of this life, and very littto 
disposed in itself to the things that are not seen, 
feith mnst constantly be vanquished, and all th(^ 
hopes of immortality frustrated, djd not God's 
holy spirit minister fresh aid, renew the combat, 
taring over the heart to the side Of virtue, 'an4 
50 defeat the hopes of sin and death. Herein 
then lie the inestimable riches of God's grace? 
the Holy GhOst corrects the wrong bias of our 
wills, instructs and enlightens our hearts, dis?' 
poses them to faith and obedience, and yet far-i- 
ther strengthens them against the foree of temp- 
tations, and carries all these purposes into exe^ 
^tioi) by co-operating wi^ our prayejs, and inr 
tmtding for their acceptance at the thi*one of 
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[ grace. And without this farther aid, Christ ha4 

died for us in vain : for although, by thismeans^ 
we were xvo longer considered as the children pi^ 
wrath, but were re-admitted to God> favour, yet 
of what service would even this have been to us, 
unless we were at the same time enabled to pre^ 
serve that favour ? 

Nor yet does this grace destroy the freedom 
of man's will : for though it is always efficacious^ 
yet do we no where read that it is irresistible ; 
though it is always at hand to work with us, yet 
do we no where read that it will woric without 
us. On the contrary, St. Paul, with wbos^ 
merits, I suppose, there are few people v^i^ 
enough to put their own in competition, ex- 
presses a fear, Ifst that by any meaiis, when he 
had preached to others, he himself should be a 
cast away ; and exhorts his converts to work out 
their salvation with fear and trembling, for this 
very reason, ** because it was Qod that worked 
*^ in them to will and to do of his good pleur 
** sure." St. Peter too, cautions the elect to 
" give diligence to make their calling and elec- 
*^ tionsure;" and declares, that if, after they 
had escaped the pollutions of the world through 
the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jes^s 
Chri6t, they were again entangled therein and 
K 4 overcome, 
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overcome, then the latter end would be worse 
with them than the beginning. As to what the 
advocates of irresistible grace assert, that grace, 
'being the gift of God, cannot be imperfect, 
they mistake the notion of perfection. The per- 
fection of a mean does not consist in its power 
and force, but in its being well adapted to ol> 
tain the end. Thus the perfection of a machine 
does not depend upon its bulk or strength, but 
upon the ■ excellency of the contrivance to per- 
form the service required of it The obedience 
of man, required by the deity, is a free and 
rational obedience : now to suppose grace irre- 
sistible, is to suppose that he makes^e of such 
a ntean to enforce that obedience, as is so far. 
from promoting, that it must necessarily defeat 
that end. So groundless and unwarrantable i^ 
their "opinion, who vainly persuade themselves, 
that they are certainly the favourites of heaven, 
and. destined to salvation, even whether they 
will jor nof True faith includes a full confi- 
dence on God, on these terms only, that we 
approve ourselves in his sight : true grace can 
only be known by the spirit of God bearing 
witness with our spirit, that we have a coii-. 
science void of offence towards God, and to- 
wards man. V ' . 

• - The 
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The third thing I proposed to shew was, that 
our works have no merit in themselves, and con* 
sequently all confidence in them, iabsoiutely con- 
sidered, is vain and presumptuous; 

But this I shall make the subject of a future 
discourse. 
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EiPpEsjANS ii. 8, 9.. 

^y grace are ye swcedy through ftiith ; and that 
not of yoursekea; it is the gift of God: not 
of workSf lest any man should boast, 

IKf my former dioedurse upon these words, 1 
(endeavoured to shew, first, thkt faith in Christ 
lis the Only mean through which we can hope for 
salvation ; and secondly, that true Christian faith 
cannot be attained withoujt the assistance of 
Ood's holy sjpirit. 

To prove the former of these two heads, I 
rtievtred you fyom the Holy Scriptures, that by 
the fall of Adam sin entered into the world, and 
corruption overspread the face of the whole earth ; 
that this corruption called loudly upon the justice 
of God for satisfactioij ; which it was not in the 
power of man to giye ; that the only methods of 
jiitwjiemept, which the wiJ of maiQi could possibly 
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think of, were repentance and sacrifice, and that 
bath these were totally insufficient to procure 
salvation : that God, however, of his infinite • 
mercy provided us with an eiBFectua^L remedy, by 
sending his blessed Son from heaven, ' to make a 
full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, 
and satisfaction for the sins of the whole worjd ; 
and consequently, that faitli and confidence ia 
his merits is the only medium, thrpugh whiqh we 
can hope to obtain everlasting life. 

To prove the lattfer of these heads, I shewed 
you, that 93, tb? heart <>f naan is originally cpf- 
rupt, and the will inclined unto evil continually, 
Christ mujst baviB ^je^ for ufii ip yain, without 
some farther assistapcp ; since it could haVe been 
of little service to us to he reiii^tatijc} ift Gpd'^ 
favour, unless we were at the samp tinie enabled 
to preserve that favour: .that thi3 as^istjneo God 
has afforded to all Christians, ,by giving! uS his 
holy Spirit; to correct the wrong bias pf our 
wills, to instract and enlighten our hearts, tq 
dispose them to faith and obedience, to strengthen 
them against the force of temptationi^, and tp 
carry all these purposes into execution by co-opcr 
rating with our prayers, and interceding for theiy 
acceptance at the throne of g^J^ce. 

I noy 
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I now procefedy thirdly, to sheW, that our w^orks 
have- no m^rit in themselves, and therefore all 
confidence in them, absolutely considered, h 
Vain and presumptuous ; agreeaUy to the doctrine 
of the text, ** by grace ard ye -saved, through 
*' faith: not of works, lest «ny man should 
*' boast" Now to clear up this point, let us 
eoiifiider what is to be understood by' the ncrit 
of an action : for an action to be meritorious 
that is, to have a right to demand a reward from 
the hands of any being, it knust;beisuch an one 
as is^ not strictly due to that Jpieiiig ; it must be 
of some service to him ; it mustiDe as profitable 
to him, as tlie expected reward is. to us ; or, at 
least, it must^be a perfect work* . : If therefore we 
can make it appear, that our bestwoiks are^due 
unto God, are of no manner <rf service to him, 
and of consequence bealr not the least tpropdrtiota 
to the reward prdpttsed^ and are too in them* 
selves ai bdst imperfect, then must all merit be 
absolutdy- excluded from the actkms of men to- 
wards God. Now all pf these particulars are as 
.manifest from the %ht of nature, aa they are 
from the declarations of Scripture itselfi ' 

As for the first ; our Bl0ssed Saviour instructs 
us, " when we haVe done all those things which 
** are commanded ils, to say, we are unprofitable 
" servants ; we have done that wljich it was our 

*^duty 
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*^ duty to do." And 5uhely;: if urewillibtei to 
her dictates, remon, teaches ua the r^sDie 1q$90Ii« 
For wheii we reflect, that God wa? iuuder xio ob- 
Hgatioii to. call U3 forth iDto being at aUi th'^ 
when he bad 4:alled us forth, ajl that pooild he 
required of hi^ justice wajJAo.asf^igii w a^ great a 
portio^.of happiness ^ misery, aj}<l to suga no 
xDaai to he : pio$itiveJy wifciippyi . un.l<5$^ through 
his iown fault; when we farjther consider, , that 
God is graciously pleased to supefittfieod us vith 
his providence!; t^at he has iUmiahtd us with all 
the means of living comfortably in this ]^'Qrld; 
has provided us with such powers and fd&ulti^ 
as are peculiarly!adapted jbo our pr^ent ^tftte; 
has ISO admliiibly>:cakulatedfhis whoi^ cte^lticKr]^ 
asto.Dender'iti>f the tttmost adyaijtagt^ f;© hs j 
/* when we heboid his beavfirn^, ev^n 'the> vo?^ 
i^* of hi» tigers, tlieapooBiaud i\}§^^i»fiiwhUii 
-♦^ hfi has ordained^". sl^feB: s^ BPfe»yrr'';.fe>«l, 
V* ^at is nvan, thafc th^ :^tt '*ii»#ik/pf him, 
^^ aod the Smmjoi mmthit 'timi^ykii^tihifsi^' 
Ought 'Wie'obt;:cfiGea'toppQ$ifig^:staill^ ^^,i^]^\», 
jcvGfi ih tibe lasfejeatfitoiitif^, %q cry Qvt witb^holy 
Jofe, *' the Lard hath giyefi and tfre I^rd h«tb 
" taken away j blessed be the name of the Lord ?" 
Aaad aw? w^ftfit aW m ^nQ$ d^ty bQvnd, PO long 
as he 13 pte^ed to fsoAURtt^ win feeing, .^oex^^ft 
9II the faculties 4^fwr sowte a»d bodi^^ m ex- 
pressions of gratitude fur sucb^ uudesay«d bene- 
fits? 
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£ts? For what hast thou, O man, that thou didst 
not receive ? Now if thou didst receive, iiow 
canst thou glory in thy abilities, a$ though thou 
Ijad^ not received them? For of God, and 
through God, and to God are ail things ; ^ad 
'thy abilities to do good amongst the i^st : ia his 
service therefore he has a right to expect tlut 
'4lioa sho^Wst emptoy them ; and that, not only 
for the sake of future expectations, but on ac- 
count of the gr^at thi^ags which he hat%[. done 
<or thee already- 

Thus it appears, that our best works are stricljy 
due to God, by reason of prior obligations. Nor 
4s it a ta^ of more difficulty to shew, iu the 
fieoond pJaice, — that our works are of no manner 
^f service to the Almighty. For the very n6tio!a 
which we htxe of God, is that of an infinite and 
independent being; a being who has every per- 
fection m die highest degree within itself, and, 
consequently, thajk can rec^ve no conimunicatioii 
of haf|>iniess irom any ot&cr whatever* " Who 
^-^ iiath first given unto God, and it shall be m- 
-* C4>njpciwed to hijn agai»." Nay, though we 
should be so absurd as to suppose the Df ity not 
thus infinitely perfect, yet even then, since man 
ik the work of hishatids, be must have received 
atll gifts iMfherewith he h endowed, whetlier cor- 
'porealor l^irituali frpm tiie Deity ; wad as man 
t— .. ^ could 



144 SERMON XXXL 

could not possiblygive again linto God mote 

than God had at first given to hiiii, no benefit 

could possibly be reflected back from the actions 

.uf men to God^ *' Can a man be profitable 

** unto God, as he that is wise may be profitable 

*' to himself? Is it any thing to the Almighty, 

** that thou art righteous j or is it gain to him, 

*' that thou makest thy way perfect ? If thou 

*^ sinnest, what dost thou against him ? Or ^f 

** thy transgressions be multiplied, what dost 

" thou unto him? If thou be righteous, what 

'/* gi vest thou him, or what receiveth he of 

** thine hand ? Thy wickedness may hurt a man 

*^ as thou art, and thy righteousness may profit 

** the son of man : but thine actions, whether 

^^ good or bad, cannot, at all a^fifect him, who 

f* sitteth on high among the Cherubims/' It 

is true, trod in several passages of Scripture re^ 

presents himself as receiving honour and glory 

from actions done in obedience to his com-* 

mands: but in this he only speaks to the weak 

capacities of men, and signifies to us, that such 

actions shall be as amply rewarded by him, as 

tliottghiiis honour and glory were thereby really 

increased* 

But should we, for argument's sake^ allow, 
that our works actually did him this service, yet 
would it still be undeniably evident in the third 

places 
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place, that the service done to him by ou? best 
works, bears not the least proportion to the Re- 
ward* jH-oposed : For what is the reward proposed? 
No less than eternal life dnd never-ceasing bllSs. 
Now could indeed the powers of man confer 
some new attribute or perfection upon the divine 
nature, this might perhaps bear some proportion 
to the profFere4 recompence. But the utmost 
that can be contended for, with any the kasi 
pretension to reason, is, that by the proper exi- 
ercise of the human faculties some small acces- 
sion is made to the glory and honour of GoA^i ^M. 
majesty. Atid this, if true, could not surely hi 
put in competition with an immortality of happi* 
ness ! Suffering for God's sake, every one must 
allow, is at least as meritorious is doing a good 
action for his sake : and yet St Paul, who suf- 
fered as much as perhaps 6ver man did for th^ 
Gospel, reckons that " his presetit sufferings 
" were not worthy to be compared with the 
** glory that should be revealed V he teaches us, 
" that our light affliction, which is but for a 
" moipent^ worketh for us a far more exceedltig 
** and eternal weight of glory ; whilst we look 
*• not at the things which are seen, but at th6 
V* things which ar^ not seen: for the thihg^ 
*' which are seen are tetnporal, but the thin^ 
^ Which are not seen arc eternal." But the 
thing is too plain to^ need a number of textist to 
yoL. II. ' L prove 
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prove it: I proceed therefore, fourthly, to shew, 
that our ^works are at best imperfect. In order 
fox our works to be perfect in the sight of Gbd^ 
tliey must spring from a pure root ; that is, bci 
the fruits of a perfect and; unsinuing obedience : 
*' for a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit,/ 
'* neither can a Corrupt tree bring forth good 
*^ fruit." So that if indeed we are intirely free 
from spot or stain, of guilt, if we can with a safe- 
conscience pronounce ourselves in a state of- 
innocence and integrity, then may we venture 
to plead our cause before God upon the footing 
of our own merit, and challenge the reward at 
the hands of justice. But alas ! who can say, 
I have made myself clean? ** All have sinned, 
" and come short of the glory of God.'* 
Even a good man falleth seven times a day. 
And shall mortal man be more just than God ? 
Shall a man be more pure than hi* maker? 
Behold, he found no steadfastness in his ser-» 
vants, and his angels he charged with folly r 
how much more them that dwell in houses of 
clay, whose foundation is in the dust; which ^re 
crushed before the moth ! If I justify myself^ 
iiline own mouth shall condemn me: if 1 say,' 
I am perfect, it shall also prove me perverse. 
For how can man be justified with God? Or 
how can he be clean that is born of a woman ?• 
Behold even to the moon, and it shin?th not; 
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yea the stars are tiot pure in his sight! How 
irinch less man that is a worm, and the Son of mari 
that is but a worm ! And if this be the true state 
of our case, as most certainly it is, we ought 
not to be high minded, but to fear ; we ought 
not to rely upon the justice but upon the mercy 
of God, ancJ^iConfide not in our own merits but 
in the all-sufficient merits of Christ for salva-' 
tion ; lest ours 1)e the unhappy case of the 
istubborn Jews, who being wilfully ignorant of 
God's righteousness, and going about to esta- 
blish their own righteousness, proudly refused 
to siibinit themselves to the righteousness of 
God. 

V But that our works are at best imperfect, will 
' yet farther appear, if we will but in the least 
recollect, that we cannot perform them without 
the immediate assistance of the Holy Spirit. 
The Apostle tells us, ** that we are not sufficient 
** of ourselves to think, much less to do any 
*' thing as of ourselves ; but all pur sufficiency 
'^ is of God/' We have a load pf corruption 
that weighs us down, which by our own force 
alone we are not able to remove : We have a 
course of righteousness to run ; but unless God- 
strengthens our feet, we must run in vain, and 
can never hope to attain the prke of glory. ' ^ Not 
" unto us, therefore, O Lord, not unto us, but 
L 2 unto 



Hf 
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*' mi to thy name give the praise, for thy loving 
" Bfxercies sake." 

It is clear, then, that in whatever light we 

view the very best actions of man, they carry 

along with them no pretensions to merit in the 

3ight of God. But if examples be of more force 

with us than precepts, the holy writings will 

furnish us with a sufficient number of examples 

too ; examples of men exceeding us as far in 

modesty and humility, as they did in virtue and 

holiness. *^ I am not worthy," says the good 

patriarch Jacob, ** of the least of all the mercies 

^* and of all the truth which God hath shewn 

*^ unto his servant." And holy David, " Who 

** am I, O Lord God, and what is mine house, 

*^ that thou hast brougjit me hitherto? And 

*' this was yfet a small thing in thy sight, O 

*' Lord God, therefore thou hast spoken also of 

" thy servant's house for a great while to come: 

*^ but doth this appertain unto man, O Lord!*' 

With what diffidence also and caution doth 

the great Apostle, of the gentiles speak of his 

labours without measure in the church of Christ ! 

^^ I am the least of the Apostles, that am not 

^* meet to be called an Apostle^ because I per- 

^* secuted the church of God, but by the grace 

*^ of God I am what I ani ; and his grace, 

*^ which was bestowed upon me, WM not in 

" vain, 
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^' vain, but I laboured more abundantly than 
** th€y all: yet not I, but the grace of God 
" which was with me." 

How triumphantly also, and at the same time 
how modestly, does he declare, " I count all 
" things biit loss for the knowledge of Christ 
'* Jesus niy Lord; for whom I have suffered 
** the loss of all things, and count them but 
\^ dung, that I may win Christ, and be found 
** in him, not having mine own righteousness, 
" which is of the law, but that which is through 
" the faith of Christ; if by any means I might 

V attjain unto the resurrection of the dead : not 
*.^ as though I bad already attained, either were 
** already perfect; but I follow after it, that I 
*/ may apprehend : brethren, J count not myself 
** to b3*ve apprehended; but thia one thing I 
*/ da: forgetting those things which are behind, 
* * and reaching forth unto those things whiclrare 

V before; I preisis toward the mark, for the prize 
*' of the high= calling of God in Christ Jesus." 
And if we want not only a pattern to induce ua 
to humility, but a warning also to deter us from 
vaiti-gloty, the history of Herod Avill furnish us' 
with a very. terrible one: St. Luke will inform 
us, " that upon a s^t day, Herod, arrayed ii^ 
** royal apparel, isat upon his throne and made 
^Van oration; and the people gave a shout, say- 

j. 3 ** ing. 
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" ing, it is the voice of a god and not of a man. 
** i\nd immediately the Angel of the Lorcf smote 
" him, because he gave not God the glory; 
** and he was eaten of worms and gave tUp 
"the ghost." 

What shall we say then? Are our best actionis 
of no value in the eyes of the Deity? Does not 
David tell us,' that " precious in the sight of the 
" Lord is the death of his saints;'^ and St. 
iPeter, ** the ornament of a meek and quiet 

01^ ** spirit is in the sight of God of great price?'' 

Most certainly they are so: whatiJoever is per- 
fectly good is perfectly valuable, ^ and whatso- 
ever is but imperfectly good is at least valuable, 
so far as it is good : so that if you mean no 
more by our works having merit, than that they 
are of some value, it need not be contendeil 
with you. For as we are taught in pur articles,' 
** albeit that good works, which are the fruits 
** of faith and follow after justification, cannot 
" put away our sins, and endure the severity o^ 
'^ God-s judgment, yet are they pleasing and 
" acceptable to God in Christ, and do spring 
" out liecessarily of a true and lively faith, in- 
" somuch that by them a lively faith may be as 

• *' evidently known as a tree by its fruit." 

Heuce 
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Hence then appears the absurdity of those 
who put asunder what - God hat^i joined togc^- 
ther. They read, *^ that by faith alone we are 
** sav^d," and therefore they conclude that 
good works are Unnecessary: they do npt consi- 
der that good workd are of the very essence of 
faith, and that faith without ^vbrk3 is dead, 
l^qing-aloue. True Christian faith ;worketh by 
love and charity, and by such works alone faith 
i? made perfi^t; /or without Jioly a/itions, as 
well as holy thoughts, no mau ^hall see thd 
Lord. — In sum, this is the true and genuine 
doctrine of the Church of England: " * they 
■^ believe that faith, which is alone and unac- 
" companied with sincere obedience, is to be 
" esteemed not faith but presumption, and is 
*^ no way sufficient to justification ; that though 
** works of charity be not imputed to justifica- 
** tion, yet they a^e required as a necessary 
*^ disposition in the person to be justified : and 
*^ that though, in regard of their imperfection, 
^^ no man can be justified by them, yet that, on 
*^ the other hand, no man can be justified with- 
-♦* out them.'* 

Let each of us, therefore, as true sons of the ' 
f hurch, a»d faithful followers of Jesus Christ, 

[ ♦ Chillingworth. 

. * . L 4 ' cease 
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ee^t n^t imm^ly t^ bese^h Almighty Qod, 
t^at he \y<Gul4 pom' Wtb our hearts the gift^ and 
gi^ces of hi$ holy spirit, without which we caii^ 
90t attain unto a true faith; that he wou14 
also keep us sted&st in tha^ faith without which 
we cannot be justified; and qn our parts, let us 
s)iftw the purity of our faith by the fruits of 
gcx)d living ; wjthou^ which our faith cannot be 
effectual to nalvatito : * ^* For though it k fkitl^ 
^^ alone whi^h justices a man, yet that fait)^ 
^' which is aloi^e will never save him*." 

'•'CkHlifiigWPrth, ' 
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Hebrews iii. 13* - 

fixhort one another daily y while it' is caUed fo 
day ; lest any one of you, be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin. 

npHE Scriptures justly represent the life of a 
-■-' Christian as a state of war: He treads in 
jthe dangerous paths of an enemy's country, and 
^ exposed to the violence of open attack, and 
the snares of secret surprize. On the one band; 
he is threatened by the> undisguised malice of 
the. world; on the other, he is solicited by'thd 
subtle insinuations of sin : The one endeavouili 
to shake the stedfastness of his faith ; the other 
to cheat him. of his innocence by viAy ai^a; alid 
ijAelusiTe intrigues. : .\ 

it therefore becomes the christian, warrior ev^r 
^ be upon hii» guard, as well against the one as 
the otbai^ : but yet, from which of the two his 
virtue is most in danger, is no very dafficuk 

mattCT 
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matter to d^etermine. The enemy Who feirly 
avows his hostile intentions, may indeed be^er- 
rible, but never insuperable? we may at all 
times secure ourselves from his fury by. prudence 
and courage : But the ruffian who stabs in the 
dark, or the villain who borrows the garb of 
friendship to ruin us, what art can evade, what 
strength withstand? /^ It was not an open 
^* enemy that did me this dishonour," said the 
Royal . Psalmist, in. tl^e bitter angiiish pf hi^ 
heart; *' but it wajs even tliou, piy cqmpanipn, 
** my guide, and mine own familiar frierid." 
And the iame coniplaint will every one have 
reason; to m^ke, who bars not his heart against 
the fcsidiouii apprpacjies of sin :, For however 
he may, for a moment, be pleased with i^ spe-r 
ck^us blandishments, he w|H; soon find tjiat,.like 
Jii» first unhappy parent, he has sacrifiqed his in- 
nocence to the seductions of a serpents whose 
endearments are naisery, atid whose frien4§hipji% 
death.. ':":..»... 

! -To firevcnt therefore these dangcKous conse-» 
quences, I shall make it the . business o£ this 
discourse to guard the christian soldier against 
the devices of his spiritual adversary, by paint- 
ing out some of the most usual method§ by 
which. the deceitfulness of sin imposes upoa 
Diankind. 
* Now 
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Now the first step which Js generally takea 
by sin to beguile men of their integrity, is to 
tempt them to go to the^extreme verge of what 
is lawftil ; a step the more dangerous, as it is of 
all the least liable to suspicion, and yet the most 
fertftiliy adapted to the credulity and weakness of 
human nature. At our first entrance into life^ 
fearful and innocent, we tread with caution, and 
shudder at the very thoughts of approaching 
the confines of guilt. As we advance farther, 
our apprehensions gradually wear away, and cu- 
riosity, pleasure, interest, ' or example, draw' us 
on by.little and little, till at last, perhaps, con- 
fident of our resolution, we even dare to/ tread 
lipdn the dangerous li6e, which divides the 
regions of right and wrong. This then is the 
unhappy period from whence we may date the 
beginning of corruption in the soul : For it can 
never be, that a creature like man, frail and 
feUible, should long stop here. The same 
motives, which led him thus far, will not fiiit to 
operate strongly in leading him on still farther; 
and he who is once barely just, assuredly Will 
jiot be long before he is unjust 

See then the native innocence of man 'de- 
stroyed, and the image of his God first polluted,' 
by some slighter deviations from the paths 
of duty! 

Here 



V 
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Here conscieiice, the iaithful guide to his 
^teps, interposes its restraining alarms, and en- 
deavours by timely remonstrances to warn the 
young sinner of his danger. It telb him, that 
these smaller transgressions must be washed 
away by penitential tears, and patheticajly re- 
presents the fatal consequences of yielding to 
the first attacks of sin. And happy were it foir 
him, could he be prevailed upon to listen to the 
voice of a charmer, which charmeth 'so wisely I 
Bat here again, sin, ever attentive to counteract 
the salutary dictates of reason and consciencei 
ooce ntore defeats his better resolutions, by $\}g^ 
gestin^ that the Almighty i-eg^pda these smaller 
breaches of duty lyith* favourable eye : that h» 
is not extreme top mark what is done aip^iss; nor 
wiU call him into judgment for neglecting the 
less weighty matters of the law. And thus the 
^eluded young christian is again driven from his 
guard of virtue, and sees not that he is pursuing 
^ p^t which must terminate, in unavoidably 
destfjuctiom ,. . . , 

But stand still f^r a moment^, unhappy youth, 
and consider the danger of listening to so fatal 
axid fj^llaciouisi aa adviser ^ It is- indeed true, 
that God wi^ [90^ be extreme to mark what is 
jlope sunigs; fop. "hewis. a God of knowledge^: 
^i and by him actions are weighed :'* He 

:' knoweth 
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knoweth whereof we are made, and therefore 
will make favourable allowances for the infirmity 
of our nature ; nor will expect from men, the 
purity of angels. But yet for sins, however 
small, if deliberately and repeatedly committed, 
we have no grounds to expect mercy at hii 
hands : On the contrary, the law is express and 
plain, *' the man that doeth these thin^ shall 
** surely die in them.*' 

But even were this not the case, still how 
great is the danger of being imperceptibly led 
from these smaller crimes to the commission of 
greater! It would almost be impertinent to 
remark, that all wickedness is of a progressiva 
nature ; so many striking proofs of this truth 
do the crowded scenes ^f life every moment 
exhibit 

ITie murderer, who plunges the bloody dagger 
into the breast of his unoffending fellow crea* 
ture, seldom rises from the bed of innocence 
to the commission of so foul a crime. Humau 
nature, unless steeled by past guilt, and rendered 
callous by long habit, would recoil at so black 
a deed, and the nerveless arm of the assassin 
would drop, unable to execute th^ savage pur- 
, ptees of his heart But trace, back the guilt of 
the murderer through its various, stages, to ltd 

.first 
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first origin, and who is there th»t does tiot im- 
meciiately seei how jeasy is the- transition from 
thoughtless dissipation to riot and luxury, from, 
luxury to distress, and from di^ttess to violence, 
rapine, and murder? So natural and almost 
pecessary is the gradation from one crime to * 
tmother, in every species of wickedness: He, 
therefore, who would hold fast his integrity, 
ought carefully to avoid even the qommissipti of 
the smallest sins ; since he can never be certain, 
that these will not in time lead, him on to the 
greatest. 

But let us proceed to othei; instances of the 
deceitfulness of sin. 

It was the just remark of an ancient writer, 
that virtue needed but to be seen to be admired ; 
and we may with as much justice say, that vice 
nqeds but to be seen to be abhorred. Could we 
behold it in its genuine colours, surrounded 
with all its proper train of consequences, the 
stings of a wounded conscience, the cries of 
injured iniK)cence, the horrors of desperation, , 
and the dreadful expectations of futurity, we 
should want no arguments to induce iis to fly 
from it, as our most dangerous and detestable 
enemy. But the misfortune is, we generally 
cither see the consequences of guilt through 

false 
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false- mediums, or see them not at all. Conscious 
of its own deformity, sin ever flies the piercing 
light of truth, and endeavours to hide itseljf 
under some borrowed garb. Sometimes it 
dssunies the wanton attire of pleasure, to allure 
the young and the gay; at others, it lurks beneath 
the seducing form of gain, to captivate the old 
and the prudent And it must be owned, that 
these insidious disguises too often impose upon 
the judgment of mankind, and cheat the incau- 
tious Christian of his innocence and integrity; 
who, while he looks at the present pleasure or" 
prgfit which offers itself to his view, sees not 
that sin is sheltered beneath it, and death, the 
wage? of sin. 

" Follow not a multitude to do evir* was 
the important advice of a man well acquainted 
• with the deceitful nature of sin, and the danger 
of example and custom in leading men on to 
the commission of the worst crimes. Nor is 
this advice less important in these times, than it 
was in the days of old, and the years that are 
past. Human life turns upon the same prin- 
ciples, and is guided by the same passions in 
every age* Sin still continues to support itself 
under the strong protection of custom and e^cr 
ample, and by their sole- influence leads on 
thousands of its unhappy votaries to certain de- 
struction, 



ttruction^ in defiance bt the combined powert 
6f reason and religion* For proof of this, I 
liced Only appeal to that most savage practice 
df duellings which is Still supported in this infa- 
tuated kingdom, by the force of custom alone j 
though confessed to be diametrically opposite t6 
every sentiment of reason, humanity, and reli^ 
gion.— "-Whence is it also tut from custom, that 
the unblushing libertine securely profanes the 
appoijited day of rest, nor remembers that the 
God who madfr heaven and terth commands hinl 
to keep holy the sabbath? It is the same un- 
happy force of custom that \^ipes off shame 
from the brow of infamy, and under the name 
of fashionable and polite pleasures, gives a 
^auction to the worst crimes that can disgrace 
human society. Authenticated by the signature 
of custom, the frauds of the gamester pass un- 
cerisured, the oaths of the swearer nieet with 
too reproof, the effrontery of the titled harlot 
excites no indignation, the debaucheries of th6 
drunkard are received with approbation and 
delight So powerfully does the deceitfulness of 
6in operate in making custom and example the 
unhappy instruments of deluding men into eter-- 
ttal perdition ' 

But above all, sin is nrost dangerous and ttiost 
successful in imposing upon mankiftd, wh^ it 

assuQies 
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tsfUfn^ tl|6 pam?' of virtue, pr bottom ^ 
attiWjOf innoc^^ce. The mjan who is in this 
.imy 1>€|giiiled of Jiis iategrity> afford^ J had 
alfno^ m^i no bof^^ of hU n^cov^ry. jtie i$ 
iqsQQpi^ af his disease^ and therefore remedies 
Ef^ i^S^ed to him i» yain. He fe^ls not the 
iehwif? <f conscieace, Ji^ hears ^i^ot t^ie ejspos- 
;i:alatii:ig voice of r^ason^ . i;kw, is awed by the 
iterKv^ of religioR. JI? Knows ipdee4 that 
reason forbids; c«wciQ»i?e condena.o«, apd ejt^rnal 
JostioewUl; punish ^uik : but ^p long as the de* 
ccitfuteess of sip continues to persuade him that 
his Tioea are virtues, vain are the restraints of 
oonacieace* vain the admonitions of reason, in 
vain do^s almighty vengeance start iiim ia the 
ikce. 

That vice should ever thus be able to impose 
,npQn apy rejgisonable man, will perhaps at first 
3ight seem strange. But allow me to say, that 
it is no less true than strange, and may be con- 
firmed by almost innumerable examples drawn 
from common life. Thus, for instance; disguisie 
the frantic joys of drunkenness under the softex 
liame of jsociai freedom, and innocent mirth, 
and the debauchee who nightly reels with uur 
hallowed step§ from the haunts of iq temper- 
ance, shall feel no remorse. Thus, again, call 
but the firebrands of alander and detraction, a 

VOL. !!• u consci- 
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conscientious regard for truth, and the blai^k 
calumniator shall haste irom the unfinished tale 
which robs a neighbour pf his peace^ of his re- 
putation, and of every tliifag that is dear to him, 
to praise God for having endued him with pin- 
ciples of christian benevolence. Conceal the 
guilt of avarice under the mild appellation of 
frugality, and a necessary provision against the 
uncertainty of human events ; and the wretch 
whom the gnawings of an insatiate temper have 
worn to the bone, shall remain insensible to the, 
tender meltings of pity, shall break asunder 
ever^ bond of humanity, and trample, under his 
feet the sacred duties of charity and mercy; and 
yet, after, all this, will cry out with pharisaic 
confidence, *' God, I thank thee that I am not 
** as other men are/' 

I will not encroach upon your patience by 
producing farther Examples : The volume of the 
world is open to all, and he must read it with 
little attention, who cannot see a thousand 
crimes into which sin allures men by assuming 
^the mask of virtue. But I cannot dismiss this 
article without lamenting the unhappy fate of 
Virtue ; whose fair form, by being thus prosti- 
tuted to the basest purposes, is unhappily 
blasted,, and too often becomes the undeserving 
object of ridicule ttnd contempt. 

These 
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These th^eti ate some of the most common de* 
liil^ons by which men are hardened through the 
decertfiilftess of Sin* Bat there still remains one 
behind, more fatal and destmctive than all the 
othei^. For did they Tstop here, the unhappy 
sinner might in time awake from his dangerous 
dream, and by an immediate^and hearty repent- 
ance, recover the lost favour of God. But to 
^prevent this, our spiritual adversary once more 
takes advantage of the weakness of human na^ 
tare, and lulls the awakened conscience of the 
sinner into a fatal security and repose; by flat'- »jfe 
tering hinr that God will accept of his future re- 
pentance, and that the tears of a bed of sickness^ 
will wash away the crimes of an impenitent life; 
This is the powerful charm which encourages 
men to go on in sin, and to fill up the measure 
of iniquity: it is this which supports the young 
man in his folly and wickedness, which stifles 
the alarming convictions of divine grace, and 
brings down even the hoary head, loaded witb^ 
unrepented crimes, to the grave. 

But stop for a moment, wretched man, who- 
ever thou art, that trustest on this broken reed 
of a late repentance, and consider the danger of 
thy condition. Tell me on what thy vain con- 
fidence and security is founded : or how knowest 
thou that G od may not cut thee oflT in the midst 
M2 of 



0[ thjF «tMi ^vitiiou^ 4t}l9wir?g ^e^ tkwi^ Fep(^t ? 
Ot ^l^'eik should th^i not ]^^ the <;:a9e). istill how 
Mustr tbi9ii ibe 9«sui^4 tb»t tliOM mil bc;(li3ppse4 
ib;rdpeftft, ivli£ii t\m hour of d^th approaches f 
^^y onat G04 ia vengeance hajfdea thy h^rt^ 
a^auspit . the pcmet ef grao^ ^nd; >nthdraw th^ 
jttei^y^ Afbkk thou h^t m^ oiku r^eeted ? Or 
cretL if tliibti ^ouldst betdiapo^ed to rept^t, why 
fhottldat th^m hope> th^t thftt repentance jwijl be 
^llectof^i td ^vQ^ti^j) ; or whai^ F^<^ hast thpii tf 
]^:2i^Qf^^ ^ the elav^B^h lH>ur, who ha^t diJi^ 
tiftntely^ ^d wilfully ste^iod all the procedii^ digr 
idle? Nd : IJhtough H pa^ocefcd froHi ,the weak€«!t 
(if febnan toisigues, yet let thii^ 3o]ei»ii tn»tH 
apunri iu thme ears, deluded «mner, as M'^y^w 
Stem the Toice of an aixgel» that there is little 
likdihood that God will accept the dregs of that 
^&, tiie prime and vigour of wiiicb thouh^t 
apent in the service of the devil* 

a Thus wc see the various stratagems by wJaich 
sin triumphs over the weakn^s of man I Thus 
by degrees is his integrity seduced, his reason 
pei'vcited^ his judgment corrupted, and his hopes 
, of glory frustrated and defeated ! And wc ninifit 
With scM-row confess, that even Babylon in ruin* 
affords not so melancholy a spectacle, as this 
^nce glorious heir of immortality thus sunk into^ 
eorruption and buried in sin» 

Lei 
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Let us not, then, be wanting in opt endea- 
vours for our Qwti saftty, by guavdiBg oat j^earta 
wit;h all diligem^r ; »ince fr^m th^tn. jCre :tho iteuesi 
of life. Here the first aa^aults d* ain.amiiiiiaidf^ 
aad here must the g;uard of virtue Ife ,|>ia»ed to 
icpel the fiery datt» of thd viclwd* We muaft 
syai9>eet its tpproachefi under ev^ry, disguise^ and 
be prepared against iti in every momfent; fiitio% 
like the ambushed Indian, it often^^ound^ lumt 
daoiigerously when unailspected ^and iniaeen» But 
I must be suf&red to i*epeat, that we must n^re 
particularly be watchful, that it does nlot tfcducd 
our integrity under the specious appearance of 
innocence, of pleasure, of profit, of custom, or 
example. These, these are the intoxicating in- 
gredients, which sv/eeten the deadly potion of 
sin, and conceal its bitter consequences from the 
sinner. Against these therefore, must we em- 
ploy our utmost vigilance, against these exert 
the combined strength of reason and religion. 
Yet after all, when wt, have used our utmost en- 
deavours and circumspection; when we have 
done all that mortal strength can accomplish; 
We must confess that all our labour will be fruit- • 
less, without the assistance and co-operation of 
divine grace. This, this alone is the heavenly 
shield, which can render us invulnerable to the 
assaults of sin, and guard us against the tempta- 
tions pf -the world, the flesh and the devil. 

M 3 To 
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To this, therefore, as to our only, sure an A iin* 
pregnable fortress, let us fly with open arms in 
the day of distress. For this let us not cease to 
ptbstrate ourselves in prayer before the footstool 
j^f that Qod, whose all-seeing eye pervades the 
feame of nature^ and whose all-powerful arm cam 
alone .direct and support our treni^ii<|ig steps. ^ 
And may the allgracious Pafent of the up i verse 
6wr aiFord us.such a measure of his hciJy: spivit^ 
thlt we maybe safe under the shadow of hia 
wiags here, and eternally iiskppy. in his kingdOn 
beieafter ! - . ^ 
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' i , Jtedeming the time. . -., .. 

IT lias been justly remarked, that there axe 
, manyjtrubh&pfthegjffatotj^ which 

by frequent repetition seem tq Ig^^^H their .weight 
and influence upon tha pinrfisi ,pf ipen. Thus wc 
hear -men daily complainii^g, pf the shortness of 
l\fp and, certainty of death j^ and yet, as if no 
(iUQh truth existed, they ja,r9 constantly forming 
JoQg and distant schemes for enjoying the on?| 
^ut making, no ^prepiarations against the. other. 
^n4 the samc^ thii^g is.no less true with regard to 
qur tiipe. AVe' are all of us ready to apknpw 
Jedge its great value and importance, to lament 
4fs s.wjft lapse and our own inability to ijecall it ; 
and yet, ^s if wc did not believe theveiy truths 
jwe spea,k. with our tongue^, we all of us prodi- 
gally Waste it in indolence, in vice?, qr at least 
in trifles and follies unworthy of ^ ^easqn^We 
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The fact is, these solemn truths, which are 
thus ever in our mouths, too often die upon our 
lips^ and do not reach the heart We echo back 
the common ^oice of past ages, \vithout thought, 
and without examination. No one is disposed, 
to dispute the justice of observations which come 
so well recommended, and in so unquestionably 
a shape ; and therefore we e^iSjSv them to pass on,^ 
without flaying to consider the great and im- 
portant lessons ihty teack Wc! number our days> 
but we do not apply our hei^xU to wisdom. 

Oil tMgrtf^ trttiyttjiMikd in 

ttllin^ ^tnr it<6iitti6h t& $a Cdrimbn aiWI irrte t 
i«bj«rtastftdus6 4Advalu^6ftime. FdrtJrougft 
tttany 6f y6irittay have freqittotly eenrikSSred^It 
already with dtfeattetitfOA fthd ScrfotrtntsSi yet 
kMit thert ate, jierhapfe, tbfe thdvlgMeis and 
^ddy wanderers in the floweijr patlis rtf tht^spritr^ 
of life, to ifhom the sttlgect is htiw ; and^ even 
^osc to whom it is not so, Mfr flhd iib lD4$i' I 
• trust, iA the review of fi«r eicellbtlt a-^tibj^cf; 
The language of my tejtt c^lk uj^' iw fay Yc^ 
Siem the time : that is, to pkt every pirt oPil 
to a good itee ; tO' ertploy the preicatt titod th 
Uttdabte persuifis, to repajr the neglects ^^ 
figures of tKfe past by a double dllig^de^ir; ibfl 
io ^event and ^ntlcipatfe the fettrifr \^*A tnst 
foresight and circumspection^ These ari^ tHe 

wverai 
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to tedtem zudimffimftr ' - r.o :;. \ 

j!!«jent tiitteshoiiiBtjrbe m th«j^ MfJiftee ^ Godr 
I^ ^i^it ii ail ifidisptitiafbte p^ltdf rea^on^^ 
tfefilt *tk$G4d whotn^die in^ tli&tt we^^^^ should' 
wvmaiid tb^ ^k^ li^Aki of mi ^MMes. Wef 
i^KMilA «tha:«fot6 ma|4e his word and will a prkiH 
4^ii f^»t ^ tt»r «<t^, we shouW. labour to ^o- 
*tt» h^ hbttdut; ti^c^iihoaW M^difete frequently 
jOh'^eareAIj^ thifigs, '^ sKmilddfl^ehtly attend 
the stated times and seasons of pi&Bfc worship,' 
we should strive to conform ourselves to his divine 
f^fectMmi by coft^ring ouf 4uSt&, fey ^resisting 
i^mnpt»Ai>m^ofthe'^6T}d, b5r^w^I^g^outO^ 
own ;Salvuliotii alid by^dmot$dg>tftlitidf otbe^ 
And surely these are duties, which will leave no 
lubeuaemptoj;^'^ ifr^ to hang 

giNtit JtitieS should be ^bfirst a^dprm€i|)al coil^ 
«Bliflf, yet jttiey* ei%ht liot^'to M our Only 0»e« 
It k a very wroftg a^d injurteAd lidtion of • thd 
Arty wc owe to Gbd, to suppose,' that it requfrW 
lus to be always iipou bur knees; of shiifc up 'Ht 
.cells or caves. God never made a hermit or a 
mdkxs^i th& pride oj we.a)<Jiess of mau has made 

many 



* 170 SXR M O N XXXIII; 

iQlftiiy. But .9ur«ly, : if , amy 4rath be plain, it is 
so, that the christian religion was never meant 
for the destruction of society : Its natural ten- 
dency is to make: men good Others, good friendsi 
a,nd good sulgects. The man, therefore who: 
spends bis^ tiotie in thefaitbful dischar^. pf. thei 
4uties which belong to . these . sevenaL relatioiif, 
spends it. usefully^ and agreeably to the will, of 
God; inay, I will notiscruple to $»y, js bett^ 
and more aqcept2ib}y employefl than the strictest 
4evotee, who macerate^ his b^dy with jncessc^nt 
fasting, or wears his knee^^ to thebone with con* 
tinual praying, ^ - • - 

To speod tbe;,pres6nt tiqaejwell th«i, Js toj 
jiypend it in^, a manner suitable tp^ tb«!. glory c£ 
God, . .ai|4 im owp cire^ipstaaces in. J^g,, , 

. . Aod; ^s thesii ^r cumstaiiice^j yajy^; so our» duftieft 
must necessarily vary in tb§ ^aqoe proppistiontl 
But yet, so long as we improve our time in the 
best manoi^r tp ^h$ fait|)fuldis^arge of the duties 
of Aur caltin^, be itiwbat it.wjjj, we may restr 
^^red that] we are f^Ifilling th^^wiU of God, who 
halh assigned to every man bis several movemen|9 
in the; gr^t machine of tbe universe, his sev^al 
parts to fic{ on the grjeat theatre pf life 

But 



SERMON XXXIIL 171 

But the words of the text not only thus call 
Bpon us to employ the present moment well, but 
also still more strongly call upon us to redeem 
the time that is past. And that can only be done 
by redoubling our diligence and 2eal, and by, 
doing that in a little time, which ought to havc^ 
been the labour. and business of our. whole lives. 
And who- is ^there that feels not in himself thei 
necessity of thus redeeming the time hejaas lost? 
If I look back upon my past life, I how many: 
parts of it do J see. mere Wanks and vacuities^; 
unmarkfcdtby any, or at least any laudably, tracer* 
of action^ • . - . I 

How mamy. more, alas! stained with the hlotai 
of guilt, or defoitned with the:.riditulous devfe 
ations of ^ fiiUy ? ' • How .few distinguished by tfee 
performance of reasonable, useful, or generQp« 
actions? The>1apostle therefore Iwisely calls ijppn 
every man to redeem the waste of jus past ti^e : 
If I and in the prime apd vigour of age; to- ire- 
deem the fbllies of youth by a strenuous api>li- 
oation of those talents to laudable pur^ses, 
which are now in their highest perfectio» and 
power. If I am in the middle of life, and am, 
as it too often happens at that age, •^h^y^ laden 
with the. burden of my* sins, and under: the do* 
minion of evil habits ; to redeem the time, thus 
doubly lost, by endeavouring to root the evil 

seed 
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seed out of iixy heart, by itieswtHlig that tOrtixit 
($f temptation, whkh carms me dowa the da^r 
gerous stream of pewiitiori,^ and' hy puttii^g on* 
t^e new man, which after Go^iiS csirealsed in 
fi^hte^msnei^ and true holiness. A:od iB I am in 
the deciiAe of a^ ; if I ha^e^^d maiy tevc^iriH^ 
years pass over tny head wididut imfWdxliDg theni^ 
as I ought ; if I feel th« s|)rlillgs ci nature within 
me weak, but the pcrwerdf coH^rmad hahift 
strong ; if I see the work to be^nfe is mxtch, 
and the time for doing. i1^ both^^'on^ andun^ 
certain; then to redouble my ^speed,i to make 
haste to be wise unto salvation, lest ftdraniQii^ 
age and growing infirmities should render me 
incapable of running the race tint is aet bdbre 
me, or the night of death . should ovcrtUfae.nte^ 
when no man can.work. -Tiis-iSithe way^iitt 
which the apostle advises every man to rode^ 
the past time. Let evei^y man, therefore, who 
hears me this day, seriottsly lay iti ttf heart, and 
forgetting those bad hctbits wh|di- aise fce|ilnd| 
and reaching forth unto thosr^ better dtin^S whiob 
are bqforf, press towards the mark^.ifor the prizo 
^the high calling of God in' Christ Jesus. : .. 

But farther. We may not* oaly thtw redeem 

the past time, but we may also, in some sense, 

redeem the time to come/ by ouir wisdom and 

virtufe. Thus the. man Who labiQurs to cqnipier 

. * the 
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tlie mfirmitifs of |>is nature; to subdue the force 
of t^mp^ioBy and to establish wise and pious 
resol^^tions, certainly redeems the time to come, 
i^ waking his/uture progress in holiness easy 

and pleasant. ; . 

• Thus again, thaxnan who by works of charity 
md ben^ceace, shews his ze^l for religion, and 
)iiift love for tb^ Jioor members of Jesus ChrisJ^ 
certaiinly red^em-^me time to come, and lays up 
in store for hiir^ejif a treasure in heaven, whicli 
sb^ll be repaid him when he stands in need of it, 
IP any future hour of distress. Thus also those 
noble benefactors to their country and mankind, 
yho by permanent establishments have endea- 
voured to alleviate the various miseries of afflicte^ 
mortality, may justly be said to have redeemed 
the time to come, nay, I had almost said, cter-- 
nity itself Being dead^ they yet speak by their 
irorks to posterity,, in this forcible language^ 
** Go and do thou likewise/' Being takfn from 
among men, their' memory Uveth for ever, aad 
3hall be had in everlasting honour. Being poor 
and niiserabla sinners like ourselves^ their olim 
aad QbUtiovi$ are gone up for a memoiial before 
God| and, through faith in Christ, will entitle 
tiicm t9 4 glorious reward^ when tivoG itself shall 



These are the several ways then, by which otll^ 
past, present, and future time may be redeemed 
and improved. And surely I need not use many 
arguments to shew the wisdom and Necessity of 
thus redeeming and improving if. 

God has sent us into the world, as into a wide 
extended theatre, whereon we are to act the part 
allotted to us. To him beloiup the appointment 
and duration of the part we are to act; but on 
o\irselves it depends to act it well or ill. But 
though the choice be thus far in ourselves, the 
event of it is not so. For the same God, who 
has assigned to us our duty, has also unalterably 
fixed the conditions of discharging it If we 
acquit ourselves tvrith fidelity, an unfading crown 
> of glory is rieserved for us. 

Since then the state of eternity depends upon 
our performance of the part assigned us in life, 
a^id since the short span of life is all that is 
allowed us for the trial and exercise of our abili* 
tics in performing it ; how much does it become 
us to redeem every hour, to suflFer no moment ;to 
piss without some mark of our application and 
diligence in our weighty and important calling? 
But our time is not only thus important on ac-' 
count of the great business to be discharged^ 
but also on accoutit of the rapidity, with which 
• it 
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it flies from us. The ancients, agreeably to theJr 
expressive symbolical language, represented it 
with wings, to denote its hasty flight. But it 
needs no symbols to remincT us of its- celerity. 
Time has a thousand tongues of its own, to pro- 
claim that it is hastily flying on. The repeated 
knells of our departed hours, the quick succes- 
sion of day and night, the revolving seasons, 
the loss of our fifcnds, and our own decaying 
bodies and altered looks, all declare this solemn 
truth, in a language not to be mistaken. And 
indeed we are all of us sensible of its speed, when 
we reflect at all on our own existence. If we 
look forward indeed, thirty or forty years inay 
seem a considerable period : But if we look back 
upon the same space, how short is it? It is like 
a dream when one awaketh : The day of our 
birth and the present moment seem parted by an 
almost imperceptible line. Even the fiiends whd 
have long been mouldering ill their graves, seem 
but to have parted from us yesterday : their 
looks, their sayings, their actions, are fresh in 
our memories, though all that now remains of 
what we once knew of them is reduced to tht 
poor pittance of dust to dust, ashes to ashes. If 
therefore we hasten not to mark our progress 
tbrough life bv \nse and virtuous actions, we 
shall find ourselves at the end of our journey, 
before we are aware of it, arid before we are pre- 
pared 
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.{lared to giive up our accouuti to the great Jud^ 
4c»f quick aud dead 

We should farther consider, that the uncer- j 

tainty of time, w far as it relates to us, i3 equal 
to its swiftness. Time indeed will still continue 
to flow on, whether we exist pr wt, and to-mor- 
row will be present, as yesterday was. But it 
may not be present to us. TflKlay is all we caa 
call our own ; for, as an elegant writer expresses 
it, ** Yesterday is dead, tQ-mor;'Qw is unborn, '^ 
Yonder sun, whose beams now. rejoice our eye^, 
will rise again to perform his daily course ; but 
we. cannot be sure that we shall do $o ; our eyes 
may be closed in death, ere his chearful presejice 
enlightens the chambers of the morning ; eveu 
strength and youth combined afford no security. 
And surely, if the early promise ^f the morning 
flower be blasted by an untimely fate, it can be 
no wonder if the grass of the evening be <:ut 
down, dried up, and withered. And indeed so 
many are the accidents to which we are out- i 

wardly exposed, and so delicate and complicated I 

is the inward structure and organization of our | 

l^odies, that we may justly be said to exist by a 
miracle^ and cannot be sure of our existence for 
one moment Since then the future is so un- 
certain, it is the strongest argument to employ 
the present moment well, to suffer no day to pass 
S without 
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whhoat its proper share of duty; lest vain jiud 
Ihiitkss wishes, a woiyided and despairing, (^o^r 
aciencej; should be our only companions in thp 
hour of deaths a»d i» the day of judgmeut 

If such then be the yalii^ and importance of 
time, it will afford us hut a melancholy prospect 
to consider, how it is generally employed, either 
|)y ourselves or others, Jt will give us but littje 
comfort to loolf bacfe upou the xu^ny days wfi 
have spent iu trifles and vanities, iu idle dis* 
courses and childish recreations, calculated rathejr 
to beguile the flying momehts of our tiii>e than 
tp improve them to oiii* profit 

' But if we have little comfort in looking back 
upon the childish waste of our time, we have still 
less, I fear, Jn teVfewing that, which has been 
employed to worse purposes^ in the service of 
sin. It will give us little pleasure to remember, 

^ and yet the day will come when we shall be forced 
to remember, how much of the time allotted us 
we have spent in le^^d thoughts, or unlawful 
Justs, in $inful pleasures, or dishonest persuits, 

- in dishonouring Gfod, or injuring olir neighbour, 
or in adding some li^y or other to the black car 
talogile of our sius and vicesr And yet such i^ 
the view, which the retrospect of life will tQO 
generally exhibit tons ! 



Whit ikea slrali Mffe do ^6 eVi^pehS'ate for ihh 
llitiS loss of oiir past li6urls, ^hich wiYl hohc ^ajr 
Ire ko ^ea\'^ upon our Conscience?' Tl>e plaiiSi 
answfeTT?s in IheNvbrds of the apostle, -^^ Rtefleeih 
*' the time.** Let those who. are yet in the 
moraing 9^^ life, and liave lost tut little of their 
iinie^ pfr^s forwards with vigour to the etid of 
their jourftey, -without sirfFering'tlierfiselves toVe 
drawii aside by youthful lusts or irregular desirbs. 
Let those who are In t!he middle of t^eir course, 
remember, t&at their sun. will soon decline to the 
>ve6t,. and may, even before that, be oTiscurecl 
with impenetrable -clouds and darkness : That 
therefore it becomes ftiem to work, whilst the 
Jight'is with them ; a^d whibt their faculties are 
yet 6t for labour and application. And as to tho^e 
-who have almost finished thtir course, but with- 
out answering the great ends for which they were 
sent into the world, who are grown gray in sin 
as well ass in age, what shall I s^jy ? What language 
can paint their folly iu its. proper colours.? 
What eloquence can rouze them to q, state of 
serious consideration ? What voice can impress 
Aipon them, with effective energy, these awful 
woixls : /^ Awake thou that sleepe^t, arise from 
*^ death?" 

Indeed, my friends, yours is a truly dangerous 
situation. It is the situation of Lot in Sodom^ 

Vhen 



j9/jI\Bf the 4e3trQying apgd? .^tood aver bt; XipJ^" 

jp\?^t^ g^ilt is arovuwl jo,u, ,a4id tl^. ftames yf 

j^Qstf UjCti^^ ar0 T^G^y ip bursjt fcath ^n.d^r y;o,i^r 

/l^t. , Toy ,^a.yf. fip ^4tinie .to jloie, ^^ii^jpi^ 

;^|p^^f9re all ^touf yjigpiw: to esqape fiy jQ|^r 

)iv;^ befoi;« *it Jpg top lat;p. , Tal^e ^^yp 1^ fery^d 

^pgtxfigip ctf ^*ot to Jtjoe datiipying mge}^ ^^3p* 

*.f j^dnpw tJbi^.qity^U ^^ to flep y^tp, 'i^d 

^^jtis^a li^l^^qi^e;. Ohl ^^t j^ie ^e^c^ajje .l^bitjj^^ 

*f ^4s ,it not. a ^ittlf 9Qe?) ^nd apgy^^ul ^gb^ll 

^ ' Uvi5. " 4ud inay .Qpd jn$pire y^a^ rWi^^ (S|Uqb 

g, If-Yfly sorrow and cqii^)jinc;tion of |ieai;t, th^t ' 

you, n?^ .truly ^^p^^^t ypp jifjjour past sins, ^nd 

-bcj^peptefi iuto the k;ingdom .of your heavenly 

J^Iaster, even at tlje ^t .ho\|r, tHough ye baye 

-*t99^^U llW day ^41e ! 

Lastly, let me recommend to every one of 
you, of whatever age, the serious consideration 
of that solemn prophecy contained, in the bpok 
of Revelation ; ** And the angel which I saw 
** stand upon the sea, and upon the earth, 
** lifted up his hand to heaven, and sware by 
^* him that liveth for ever and ever, *^ That 
^^ thpre' should be time no longer." My 
brethren, when this prophecy shall be finally ac- 
complished, can be known only unto him who 
Jiveth for ever and ever. But to us it is fully 
^CPompUshed, whenever death shall have closed 

W 8 oup 
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our eyes. To us, time is tten no ipore. T^^f 
the sun is for ever darkened, and the stars shall 
no more give their light 1*0 us, the time of 
trial is ended, the time of grace is expired, the 
time of repentance is cut off, and an eternity. 
6f torments or happiness from that moment 
begins. How therefore does it become every one. 
of us to guard against being surprized in ah un» 
lopked-for houi^by that awful period ! How does 
it become every one of us to redeem the time by 
acts of virtue and benevolence ! How does it 
9 become every pne of us to beseech the giver of 

all good gills, that he would. so teach us to 
number our days, that we may steadily and in 
earnest apply our hearts unto that wisdom, 
which can alone ensure to us ^ state of never-^ 
failing happiness, when time shall be no more I 
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Galat. ;iv. 4. 

IFhm the fulness of time was come, God sent 
forth his Son. . 

SINCE God, at the creation of the world, 
placed mankind in a situation perfectly 
worthy of his infinite wisdom and goodness; 
since he made them rational and fre$ creatures^ 
and consequently capable as well of exaltitig 
and improving, as of debasing and impairing 
their natural faculties ; it cannot justly be said, 
that he lay under any necessity of sending 
his Son into the world at all However, when 
men in general had so far deviated from the 
paths of righteousness, and were so far degene* 
rated into the grossest ignorance and stupidity, 
as scarcely to have any impression of their 
Maker remaining . upon their minds, it was 
doubtless most earnestly to be wished, that the 
N 3 Ahnighty 
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Almighty would provide some raeana to donduct 
them liack t,o th£ right Way, and to restore them 
to a just sense of their obligations to the only 
tfue Godi. Eut this the;^ c6uld riot have the 
smallest pretence to demand as si matter of 
strict right, but must owe it entirely to his great 
and Unlimited goodness towards the children. 
of mem 

Would it not, thetefdfe, stt^ongly excite the 
yonder of a thinking man^ to find any person so 
' impiously daring, as to impeach even the divine 
justice^ because God did not send his Son in the 
flesh sooner! And yet, bold as it may seem, 
this is one of the grand points in dispute 
petween the christian and the deist, *' If," say 
i\\ese free-thinkerS) as they affect to call them* 
selves^ *' God always acts for. the good of his 
*' creatures, would he riot father have dis- 
*' covered such things as made Jfor their good* 
^* by sending them a Saviour from the be^nning 
*' of tiie world, than hive deferred it for four 
'^' thousand years togetherj even till the time of 
" Tiberius?" Toatruebeliever.it wema.suffij* 
cient answer to quote tHe testiniony of my text, 
\vhicli assures us, ** that God sent forth his Son* 
// when the fulness of time was coiiae ;" .For as. 
we hdVe the divine authority,' that Chrijst came 
.m due time, though we yere not able to assign 

one 
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ofie sipgk reaison, why tiiat; prQfise .^imft vfas 
pitched upop, yet wo^ld it ?u|ely b^coipf ^s 
short-3igbt?d mort?i]s to put an implicit co«^. 
• fld.eoce in. the consummate wi§dqfn gf ppr a^|l* 
sjBeJQg Creator, and thapkfully to ^rnbrace s^cl* 
an inestimable benefit It happens, how?v'§r, 
that, in the c^e before iis, Go^l hathi not left 
himself witjiout ample witnesses of his wisdom, 
hut ha3 furnished us with s^bppdan.t pifaps to 
qhegk the prejiumptupus petulancy 9f thp ene- 
mies pf revelation, ai\d tp CQftfirm the ^^^. 9^ 
^\\ sincere christians. ' 

Jt t^ sel4om, £^nd nex'er with pleasure^ that I 
enter upon subjects of fpntrpversy in this place, 
whiqh is n^uch more prf^fly fi(}apt|e4 for thp 
cultiv3*i§n and ?dv4ticenaent 9f pmefi?*! ff^i^ 
and virtue In the world, It may, however, 
sometimes be i^o( i^pr9P^ to do '}^ : le^t }nfi* 
delity should assqine apn64^f e from our silence^ 
and f^ncy its argi^me.njts tfnafnswera|)le^ becau^ 
we barely goiidejceBd tp »otipe thpn^ 

Tl^ poiot in is^ue bets»sn us on the present 
i^bject, is, whether any ^Qpd re»son can be 
assigned, why the cpining «f the -So^ of God 
i«tp like world was Si9. Ipng d4Jl&ye$L 
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Let m fhett Consider^ fltst^ ^vhethef if the* 
ittcarnatidn of Christ had happened in the b** 
gihliing of the first age of the VorW, it would 
not have been in gteat danger of being treated 
^ th6 creature of fiction, and ranked atjtibng 
the stories of dai^^k and fabulous agesi "The 
trorldi it i^^ould be said, tiras then in its infanty J 
l^rbarism and ignorance prevailed; arta and 
sciences w«re but little cultivated j and what 
imposition could be too gross fbr mankind, in 
that unlettered, Htinfenllghtetied state, to swal- 
low? We find, from experience^ the -faith of 
Christians themselves too much weakened by 
i^e long iirtct^val elapsed sittcc our Saviour's 
coming t and if this be the case with Ghristiansii 
what would it then have been with those, who 
even now take such pains to disbelieve revela* 
tipn, and to reason themselves into infidelity? 
It is at this day ofie of theit standing objec* 
tiotis against the credibility of the gospel-his* 
tory, that the facts therein recorded are repre-* 
septed as having been done so long ago : they 
J>retend that the strength of the evidence in 
their behilf keeps continually decreasing^ in 
piroportion to the distance of time i from whence 
iu^ . may judge, how readily these very persons^ 
who now affect tp complain that God sent his 
Son too late, would have been to cavil, as 
though be had come tdo sdon^ had he been bom 

four 
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four thousand, or even one thousand years^ 
50(H)er.. One good reason, therefore, why the 
Messiah did not come in the flesh sooner, was^ 
that the distance of time might not tempt us to 
disbelieve the reality of his incarnation* 

A second ^rea^On to be assigned, is, that the 
great necessity the world was under of a Re* 
deemer would not in that case have been so 
apparent As no one can say, that God ought 
to have sent his Son without any need of him 
on our part ; so was it farther requisite for us to 
be made sensible of that need, in order to im* 
press upon our minds a higher conception both 
of his infinite goodness, who appointed us a 
Redeemer, and of his, who took our nature 
-upon him, to redeem us from our sins. In the 
most early times, revelations were so common, 
^nd the will of God so openly declared ufito 
men, as to supersede the necessity of the 
Messiah's appearing in those days; nor could 
any thing less than the most wilful blind- 
ness, and most obstinate n^Iigence, efface the 
Treated impressions of the Deity out of their 
h^rts. Yet, notwithstanding all this, we find^ 
that in a few ages, all flesh had corrupted their 
ways before God, and were sunk into the most 
sottish ignorance : Superstition and idolatry tri- 
umphed without controV and the ruins of reli^ 

gion 
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gion lay buried under ai heap of • the most 
extravagant and shocking rites and cere-* 
monies. In one small corner .of the .^arth 
alone, among the people of Israel, the worship 
of the true God was ppcseiV^d, while ail the rest 
was sunk in the unfathomable abyss of stupidity 
And corruption. But even God's peculiar people 
themselves were quickly infected with the ge* 
neral contagion, afid strangely addicted to for- 
sake thi^ living Lord, and to follow the v^n 
gods 6f their heathen neighbours. To put a 
check to this spreading evil, God €^a'eis€d 
them with hardships and afflictions, gave them 
his chosen servant Moses for a leader, and im^ 
posed upon them the severe yoke of the cere*- 
monial law. Yet, not all their journeyings and 
distresses, not all Acir religious rites and cere*- 
monies, proved sufficient to continue in full 
force the remembrance of the commandment 
given to their forefathers, or restrain them frorai 
revolting coritmually, and . returning tp thtir 
wallowing in the mire. • 

After this, God sent all his servajits the prQ^r 
phets, daily rising up early and sending thei^t 
;yet they heai-kened not unto him, iior incUji^d 
their ear, but hardened their neck, and di4 
worse than their fathers. Their last captivikyi 
k is true, cured them x)f their pronen^ss to ^doA? 

>yorship; 

I 



\^otship ; but, in every other respect, they still 
remained a modt wicked and perverse nation ; 
punctual, indeed, to a tittfe, in ceremonial ob- 
servance]^, but totally regardless of the weightier 
mattei's of the law* ' 

Thus do all the age^ previouji to our Saviour^s 
Coming, furnish us with incontestible proofs, to 
^hat a deplorable state mankind had reduced 
themselves by their own folly and wickedness. 
In vain did the prophets inculcate obedience to 
the law, and produce signs and wonders, in sup- 
j)ort of their divine commission, to the Jews : 
in vain did the philosophers call in all the 
brts of learniilg and policy to their aid, to en* 
force the plecepts of moralitj- upon the Gentiles: 
both still contirtued perverse and irreclaimable^ 
Sind both remain to this day, a striking testi- 
mony, how greatly the whole world stood in 
iieed 6f a Saviour- Which consideration alone 
is sufficient to convince us, that it was wisely 
i[)rdered of the Almighty not to send forth his^ 
Son, before the exigencies of the world were 
ttiost urgent and most manifest 
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A third reason, why Christ was not sent 
Bopner, was, that without the evidence of pro- 
phecies, his reception would have been attended 
with greattsr difficulties. Prophecies and mi- 
racles 
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fdcles are the only two means, by which we 
can conceive the Deify revealing himself to the 
world : and in a matter of so great importance 
tjo mankind> it was expedient for them to have 
dl the evidences which the thing would admit 
of: God, therefore, willing more abundantly 
to shew unto all mjpn certain markiS whereby 
to distinguish his Soii, ^ve them the double 
, testimony of prophecy and riiiracks ; that by 
two indubitable proofs, in which it was impos^ 
sible for God to lie, they might have an anchor 
of the soul both sure and stedfast. In the pro- 
phecies, Christ's miracles were foretold; and in 
his miracles, the proj)hecies were completed ; go 
that each mutually corroborated and supported 
thcothen Accordingly we find him in his dis- 
putations with the Jews frequently appealing to 
the record which the prophets bare unto him, 
and arguing from what bad been predicted con- 
cerning the Messiah, to what they saw with 
their own eyes fulfilled iri him. Nor did this 
way of reasoning fail to produce correspondent 
effects : great numbers were convinced out of 
the writings of the prophets, that he was the 
triie Messias, and became converts to the 
christian faith. 

His miracles alone were indeed a convincing 
proof of his mission; but yet it might have 
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staggered the faith of some, when they observed, 
that few or no prophets had foretold his coming. 
Hiey would have been apt to think it something 
extraordinary, that little or no previous notice 
had been given them, that their prince had sent 
scarce any harbingers to prepare the way before 
hhn. But when, they had the strongest con- 
viction, that^ in the several ages of the worl<^ 
even fi^iii die beginning of tinted his coming 
was nOt^ bj^ appointed but predicted; whea 
they found the nation, the tribe, the family, the 
person and the time, all accurately pointed oul^ 
by degrees^ in different ages, and by different, 
pirsons, iand all these meeting together with 
a most surprizing harmony in the blessed Jesus ; 
one woiifld think no man could entertain the 
least doui)t, whether he were the veiy Christ 

The advent, therefore, of Christ was so long 
delayed to afford a fuller testimony aaid stronger 
confirmation, th^t he. really did come at (he last* 

A fourth re^on, why Christ was made flesh 
at this particular time, was, because the heathen 
World had now been blest with sufficient oppor- 
tunities of becoming acquainted with the writ- 
ings of Moses and the prophets, and of conse- 
quence with the divine purpose of sending a 
RedeemeTt The people of Israel were at first 

3eparat^4 



separate^ » -a -v^y r w^uijap^l^ WW^^ ^^^^ i*^ 
rest of tlie world j b^it lafter they Jtvad 4>qqi sufl^- 

of their reljgiau? aad political iqstitu,ti©«?, as by 

|he freiquejut interpp^itiqix of ;^i> a^ijii^t^ anp 

in thpir fav.o ur,* Godthq^ ..j^aw -J^^tf^g^^cn a fi^ 

.communication.li^ie^tweep Itbefli pid ptberrnatio^s. 

They were ^^ccordii^ly sejit into .c^pjbiyity ; 4^9^ 

x)Vi\y as ,a- righteous judgwei:it 4?fi^^ theip, fqv 

Iheir eaoi'mous wickedqess, ^but^lsjlpftof God'^ 

.great ipiercyjbp tbe-Qeutiks; to,thefflt|, t^ia]t,h\s 

pauie .a^d truth might he khowu among .theip 

ja]305 i^hat?what the .prophets h^d :foi;etold cpn- 

rflfrning the Messiah /ipight be :Spi[ea^ tljrough- 

.out all the>ends of ^tljie^?^'!^^ ^!^<^,,ey^ry p>eqi^e 

Jjesiet;i?>,rei%di«ess,to ^mt apdfflqfe^^f9e I^^ 

who.xyftS!a]^int;ecl ** theX^^j^e^ allii^tif^^'^ 

and the joy of the whole earth. Ten tribes, 

4iyerefor?, t^f .ttje Je^ were.qfirviedraAHay ipf^tive 

^4nt<^ Asisyfilg, 'awcl^^ft^fwaixk -the .xe^nW^^t^vp 

^ipjtp Bahylppifi. (^ypH$,..xvhoip,Ijai^h:^^ 

years before pointed out, even by name, as tho 

fideUv§rar yof .|he Jews, :a,ct^%Uy ^a^t ;jjjpq(i, at 

tlii^rfi^, M . cpn&eqivenGe .i^f .,bei^ J^^ **• 

.^uaintfd with tha,t,i?ef^pka^5pi;^j[}iction, ^Av^ 

^as the y\Q/pli^cm wiviQ .mqst :cpnsi4erj^bje ^^pji^t 

the tii^e pf rthe captivity, ^ did .the grejat cpn- 

:;quests of Alexander make ^till farther rpom.fpr 

their fcception. Anjd when thrptjgh those con* 

quest3 



quests tlie Greek iiecaine t& mtet imivetari 
langtrnge, Gbd put it into the hgart nf a: heathen 
tprioce to enquhnr after tHe sacred 'iwrritiDgay and 
xjausethem to be fkithtuUy^tratBslijted into that 
-tongue, by whiicU tboafirpropbecies became ;gent>- 
^ally knDwn in the heathen mQrU. Aitd ^rtbec^ 
trix^n flic empire iHl ioto^ tire' haiuJs cif Irhe 
Romans, jgreat numbers of ^tlie Jews, as we find 
in the iVots of tte Apostles, messt dispersed 
'th^FOugh ctU nations omder heaven, and conse- 
qtEtiitJfy «those nations could not be strangers/to 
^e nritune of their ircl^on and expectations. 
Thus it appears, then, 'that no Tevolutfam hap* 
-piShed in 'em:pir«i, no blessmg or calamity befel 
^^\te $mr^y '\^}iidti did not most signally tend to 
awaketi Jfnien*s attorition, and pave the way for 
•Cht^^s kiftrodttction into the world. It iis vciy 
ittl^ar ^ndm the records of profane history, that 
thfbfi^hout the whole east it was believed, .that 
^dbout'the time when our Sar\'iour came, a Kin^ 
^ -wflfs to arise out of Judaea, who should rule over 
all the, earth. Witli this the Persians aqd 
^Chatj^^ns would of course be acquainted, from 
the .'Captivity of the Jews, and the prophecies *f 
©aniel among them ; the Arabians would knofw 
it,* not only as they were descendants of 
Abraham, liiito whom the promise was given, 
but also from the contiguous situation -of th^r' 
country^ and their frequent commerce .and in- 
tercourse ; 
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t^rcourse; ike Mesopotamians would knoir it^ 
by all these means, and yet farther, by that 
eminent prophecy of their countryman Balaam, 
Heho foretdd the coming of Chrat under the 
character of a Stan The wise men, in conso*- 
4}uence of this persuasion, came from the Easi^ 
that is, out of Persia, to worship him, andincon- 
i^uence of this persuasion, that suspicious and 
aspiring tyrant, Herod, solight to take away the 
life of the infant Jiesus. And, that this notion 
extended itself over the rest of the Roman em- 
pire, is evident from the writings of the heathen 
authors of those days: insomuch that it was 
accounted no unacceptable compliment to one 
of their emperors to insinuate, that he was the 
person marked out and looked for in the East; 
the prince that was to rise up amidst a despised 
and detested nation. Nay, so strong and 
forcible was the received opinion, so much we^ 
t^e eyes of all men upon the watch^ that neither 
the mean and obscure condition of his^ rq>uted 
parents, nor even a stable and a nptanger weye 
sufficient tg conceal their Sovereign from their 
notice. This then was the fullness of time > this 
2W9S tiie most favourable and convenient season 
ta usher the Messiah into the world, sinc^ Pto- 
vidence had now so wonderfully disposed and 
|»repared the Gentiles, as well •as the Jews, fpr. 
the expectation of him^ 

A fifth 
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A Sfth retsoiv vfkiy Christ vfos bom at tl^ 
furecise season^ was, the peculiar temper andl dis4 
pfiii^n of . that particular age ; which was ceri 
tifcinly the most fitting and proper for bim to bd 
horn in;! as several very striking singularities 
conspired together in it, which not a little eon^ 
duce to the proof of the certainty of the relif 
gion which he came, down from * he&ven to 
establish. Th^t sera is so conspicuously remarki^ 
able, and the history of it has been handed 
down^ to us by so many eminent writers, that it is 
mom studied^ and generally better knowm^ than 
perhap^^ any period of time besides. And, it waa 
highly fitting that a matter of that natune and 
cousequf^.nce i^hould come to pass in such am 
age I to the epd that it might be thoroughly 
^fiquiji'^d into iu my age afterwardsi aixU; tfaaA 
uo distance of time> might occasion such doubts 
tQ be ^i^t^d conceruing it, as should render it 
the less, certain to any, who are willing to 
aci^aiut themselves with the truth of it And 
such, I truj^t, it will ever appfove itscilf to every 
caqdid and ipipartial judgment* If it hikd been 
aq iniposture, this surely bad been the most uu*. 
likely time of any for it to succeed in. No 
priuce. could be more jealous than Herod, what 
uraa so greajtly alarmed and incensed at the report 
of our Saviour'a birth, that he very plainly 
shewed how strongly be believed it And no 

vol. ir. • age 
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age perhaps since the oreatioh of the woMd^ i^ras 
less liable to be imposed upon thaathis; whtfvein 
learning and all the polite arts and liii^eral science^ 
'flourished, which enlighten alien's t understand? 
ingSy and niake it a most difficult and impro^ 
bable enterprize to put a cheat upon them. 
Policy might boast its highest peiffection in the 
courts of Augustus and Tiberius ;. insomuch in- 
deed, that they have been looked upon as the 
com pletest patterns ,:of it ever since. The 
Scribes and Pharisees were in vei:y great power 
and authority at Jerusalem, who werie a most 
subtle generation of men, and the most danger- 
ous enemies any man could ^have^ to deal with. 
Wickedness, which was likely to give the great- 
est obstruction to a pure and undefiled* religion, 
Was absolutely the fashion of tlie age; nor 
indeed ^mthat empire evei^^so totally abandoned 
to work all manner of iniquity with greediness 
as at the time of the first promulgation of the 
Gospel. And as men were then most capable 
of detecting any iipposture, so must th^ also 
have been very desirous to find the christian 
system false, which attempteil to put such a curb 
upon licentiousness, and laid the ^xe to the .root 
of all their much-beloved and long-accustomed 
vices. Vice would be sure to make a most 
eager defence, and put in its strongest plea; and 
ijo foxg^y could be so aatfully contrived as to 

escape 



feca|>e its intfereirted researches, when it had inth 
k huniber of cunning and devoted advocates^ 

The pride of the pfhildSopficrs,' too, cotild net 
fail being piqued dt the setting forth of these 
new and upsta:rt doctrines: and indeed wiknow, 
that it was the professed design cJf thC'Eclectic 
sect of philosophers in that age, to examine 
every opinion, without prejudice ot partiWiityj 
by wliomsoever it was proposed : and the piiilo^ 
sophefs of those times wefe iilferidr to hon^ 
either in their obstiiiacy in adhering to thcit 
-Old opinions, or in their aft and skill In oppos- 
ing new ones. For, with the permission of thfe 
deists and atheists in oiit own days be it 
spoken, the christian religion Act with it^ 
^' subtilest /and most dangefrous enemies at its first 
publicJationi - 

Nor was the; religidn of pekce to be established 
swOrd in haild : it was not to take advantage 
of any troubles and combustions in the empire, 
as that of Mohammed afterwards did : but it 
^ WsCS to recomtti^nd itself by its own intrinsic 
excellence and efficacy to the serious and im- 
partial examiner. In this conjuncture of timq, 
thcrefoiie, the Savioui* of the world appears : 
dnd he appears in a mean and low condition, 
despised by his own people, who quickly became 
^> -02* as 
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as much despised themselves \>y ^\\ the vorld 
besides. The Prince of JPeace i^ bom in ^ 
time of settled and universal peace, when men 
had m^ H^^^ ^^ opportunity (o weigh and 
cq^^ider things; ajid when^ by the establisb- 
ipei^t <^ the ppn^an e.mpire in its inefi4iatt 
heig)i(;^afi4 ^^l^l^ extent, the con^nunijcatip^ 
^W^M^ Hjtioja and ^atjpn wsis thoroughly free 
aiid open, ^^d the apostles and their fpllow^r^^ 
Upright find an easy admitt^n5:e to preach the 
Gpsgel p ^\l parts of (he world ; yet to be alike 
derid^ and persecuted in all! But, notwith* 
standing these disadvantages^ Christianity sooa 
m^de itfi way \ntft the court of the emperor him- 
fdf^ where craft and liffury, and every 4:hing 
that is most Qpntrary to the purity of the 
Oo^pel, reigned unawed and uncontrolled. ** A 
" little one," saith God by his prophet Isaiah, 
*^ shall become a thousand, and a small one a 
*' strong nation: I the Lord will hasten it in 
** due time." And accordingly we find, that 
St. Paul could glory of his proselytes^ even ii^ 
Csesar's household : and his bonds in Christ 
were manifest throughout the whole palace, and 
in aU other parts of Rome. And it was the 
boast of the primitive Christians, that they 
were but of yesterday, and yef filled th^ 
courts the senaterhouse, and every pl^e* oS 
public resort. .. ;> 
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Thus them did Christ, by coming at that t6* 
markable a&ra, prov^ beyond contradictioi], that 
he had not onfy courage to encounter, but afed 
power to vanquish, all the prejudices of the 
world, and superstitions of the people, the in- 
terests of priests and the vaftity of philosophfers^ 
the pride of rulers antf tlie malicfe df t\e Jew^ 
^ all the learning of Greteej isA6 all the po#er of 
j Rome. And the Gofepei, rti the h^di 6f k fevt 

\ persons of loi^j^ patentagfe ilnd tdiiciiioir, of no 

L learning or eloquence, of no policy or ^dfess^ 

[ of no repute or authority, despised as Jews hy^ 

I the rest of mankind, and as the meanest and 

t* worst of Jews by the" Jews themsdves, ap- 

proved itself to the most prejudiced minds ; it 
stood all trials, and surmounted all impedimenta^ 
that wit, and erudition, and policy, and vice^ 
i could throw in its way. And surely we may 

! now, therefore, safely venture to prcmounce that 

true, which neither learning, nor prejudice, nor 
I wickedness, nor interest, with all their united 

efforts, could ever prove to be false. 

|: Since then the evidence of our Saviour's com- 

'' ing in the fullness of time is so well founded 

i in truth, and* carries with it such incontestible 

marks of divine wisdom, surely they who pre- 
tend to disbelieve or doubt of it, must be more 
l^erver^e than the Jews of old, more stupid than 

o 3 . the 
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the very heathens themselves, who, blinded a^ 
they were by their Ijiists and prejudices, coul4 
pot lopg resist thp, dazzling brightpess with 
>vhich it was surrounded. . . * 

An4 for us, who think ourselves well esta- 
blished ip the firm belief of our Saviopr's com-: 
ing in dpe time, happy wi||i it be for us, .if we 
af*e equally ^tablishefl in tfie habitual practice 
pf those virtues ^nd graces, which he came ta 
rpcpniipjeiijj. 
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1 John ii. ver. 17. latter part. 
Me that doeth the will of God, abidethfor ever. 

^* T^EW and evil have the days of the years 
^^ ^ of my life been," was the language of 
good old Jacob to Pharaoh, in ancient times. 
And little, I fear, is the state of man altered for 
tJie better since his days. We enter the stage of 
life in tears, we tread it, for a few short mo- 
ments, amidst pain and anguish, and then de- 
scend with sorrow to the grave of our fathers. 

And must we, then, end here ? Are all our 
hopes and desires to be buried with us in the 
grave of mortality ? When yon blue regions of 
heaven darken upon us, must the black mantle 
of eternal night overspread us ? Must we bid an 
everlasting adieu to all our friends, wishes, and 
f njoymcnts ? Is there no other world ? Is there 

4 no 
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no compensation for what we leave behind nS ? fov 
^the evils we have suffered, the fortitude with 
which we have resisted^ or the patiencfe with 
which we h^ve endured them? Having be^ 
made in the iiiia^e of (jrdd himself, and raised 
so high above the rest of the created world, must 
we lie down in 'Silence with the beast that pe- 
Tisheth ? Melancholy indeed would oi^r lot be, 
were this the case ; dark and gloomy the prospect 
of life, were it thus to be terminated by mute 
oblivion and torpid insensibility ! But, blessed be 
God! t}|e n^Iigion we profess affords Udbobler 
expectations than these; it points out tp usH 
better state hereaiter, and comforts us under the 
fleeting fashion of all things here below, by as*- 
swing 1,1s, that *^ he that doeth the will of God 
*<• abideth for ever.*'—'* lie that doeth' the will 
^* of God ;" this is a just and lively description, 
it is the only true and sme criterion of religion* 
The Apostle does not say, He that knows the 
will of God ; for^^e must know it in order to do 
it But to know it is not enough : too many 
have knowledge without practice, faith without 
worksj light without beat, and eyes without 
hands; whofyxicy that religion consists in mer^ 
speculation, and place all virtue in the under^ 
standing, rather than in the heart. But these 
are not the Christians that will abide for ever: 
the kingdotn of heaven is not promised to thoso 

who 
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Hrhociy, Lord^ Lord; but to those whb add t* 
their knowledge, virtue; who do the will of their 
Father in heaven, 

. Sfecondry, Wt may observe her^, that hfe^that 
doeth the will ofGod, is opposed to bimihafe 
loveth the world, and is led away by the lusts 
thereof. And so we find it in other l^lacesi of 
ncriptureb . ^* For the grace of God," isays th« 
Apostlo^ '^ that bringeth salvation^ hath ap 
^* j[)ear^d to all men, teadhing us, that denying 
' ^^ Uftgodlinesd and world^ lusfa, We should Irm 
l^f tighteously^ soberly, and godly in thiis presenile 
"world." He; therefore, th&t tirill dd the Will 
of God iright, mu^t be crueifted to the tiorW t 
he irtiist put off the old man, afitd be i^enewed iti 
thp spirit of his mind. 

Thirdly, He that would do thtf wHl ©f God 
trightj tnust do it, not reluctantly, not by ftrc^ 
itad cohipubion, but freely, willingly, and cfaeor^ 
fully; not by ap external^ pharisaic obe^e&oi 
i)h}y^ but by the better and inward obedience «rf , 
the heart, by which the whole xtim, and all his 
feculties, are ted {o bow to the divitife instructions 
and. precepts of his Maker ; and that not by 
itudden fits and transietit starts, as passion or 
JiuiBour proifipti^ him, but regularly, constantly^ 
itod ttdiformly^ This, ^nd tlik only, U the obe^ 

diencd 
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dience of 3 Christian, to which is atmexed the 
g^c^ious promiise of abiding for ever-. 

But how i§si we say, that he that doeth the 
will of God abidoth for ever, when we see him 
wubject to the same vicissitudes, to time and 
chance, to pain and death, in common with the 
rest of the creation ? He passes through the va-. 
rious5tates of existence like other natural beings,. 
»nd undergoes the successive changes of increase 
^nd defcay: he feek the follies of youth, the 
cares of manhood, and the infiimities of age ; 
*and after a few short turns upon the stage of the 
World, he passes away like other naen : fbr ** wise 
^^ rmSi die as well as the foqlish and ignorant." 
How then can we say, that the righteous ipaa 
abideth for ever ? 

In answer to this, we are to consider, that it 
is not the corporeal or animal life of the i;eligiousi 
man ; not his outward condition, nor his worldly 
ties and relations, to which this eternal perma* 
BCDcy is promised ; for these are subject to the 
same changes and alterations with the res;t of tjie 
perishable things of this world : but it jsi the in- 
ward and spiritual fife of the Christiat^, his rela^ 
tions to God, that abide for ever. It is not this 
poor, frail, fleshly tabernacle, this mass of disease 
and corruption, which we drag a,bout for a fcMC 

years^ 
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xgsMj but it is.tlte sublimer p^rtpf our compo* 
sition ; in one word, it is not the m^p, but th$ 
, (Christian, that abideth fqy eypr. 

And well may the rigliteous man be 3ai4 (9 
abider If we vicHic him in the presjent life, hp \% 
^xm aijd steisdy apoiid^t all..i($ changes and 
phances. If he meets witl> disappointments, h^ 
is not dejected ; if he is al^licted, he does not 
despair; if he faljs, through inadvertency w 
surprise, (aqd wb^t pi^n is there wbo dQe3 not 
sqmetimes fall ?) he ps^ again by repentance; 
find supports himself by. trustipg in God. Inr 
spired by tljis, ^mi^sj: trials ^i^d temptations, Ik? 
}s enabled tofigbt tbegopd fight qf faith, an4 
. to come off victorious, though men and devils 
oppose his progress with united powers. Fqf, as 
^he Psalmist fepg ago obsefved, ** They tbat put 
** their trust, in the Lof-d shall be even a^ mount 
^' Sion, which may not be removed, butstandetH 
** fast for ever." Relying therefore on Him, 
vho is the Rocjt of Ages, he Ipoks down op the 

k storms and tempests of the world with trapquir 

}ity : he despise^ its vanities, and hp fears not its . 
frowns; being assured, that *^ neither deaths 

i i^ por life, nor apgels, nor principalities, nor 

M ppwers^ nor heigh th, no^r depth, nor any 
f* pthey cf eature, shall be able to §epan^te biip 
tf f^qip the love pf God in Christ Jesus." Ip 



^ 



Ihi^ eonMeiice, tlta^ote, tut mtoHAt:^ firm, 

. And if t»# carry our vieif beyond thegrav^ 
^ msLf certainly siy, iiuk " he that doeth the 
** m bi (Sod, tbldelh fti- «rW.* His b6«y; 
ihdfeed, ^nl rettim ft> tl^it dust diMti sheath ii 
«ds Uk^h : biit that 1$ but ki^ ^f thly hons^ and 
idi'ctothlng: btithi^inn&ottai3duI, eirtattcipated 
ilbiA fft« vaMiigi 6f t6iTu{>tion, and frdedftotH 
iffcd ilttefs «f its tiys]fdstA\ prison, #|R return t6 
<}(!iitf, ^hd^iitit; a44 Vhitst tlie. soUl of tfie 
kicked is ^dofmed id e^tasthig dicstfuctiOh, Will 
yiie id tli6 f^g^ons df iniAlottaBty, and there te> 
jM^, iitftld^t iitiikdifig ^easures^ alG6<l's right 
jbbd, foir eterfhdre. 
' '■ ■• ' 

If; then, ^yon6 'shall ask, HqirhethatdoeiS 
the ^U of Odd, ibideth fbr ever;. |tere is the 
■ sUort atid certain answer. 

Aftk be baS doiie the wift 6f God on earth, he 
i^iU ht translated to enjoy imitiOYtal, incorrupt- 
ible, jbtttttable; pcff^t^ &nd eteitial haj/pmes* 
«l h^iyfeij. Ihis i» thft gffeat p^otoise Of the 
tr%fi^ Which has brought lift &nd immortaCt^ 
lo fight, "this Is the glorious reWsird, which the 
^reat Autboif df the Gospel promises to those 
that beKetd in him :— *' lie that bclfeveth hi me 

'* shall 



<* eholl ijev«f die.'' Thii is tl^ fti^i|natw^ ^^9Sfk 
fw wUich ev^ry frae Christie is ^pntept^ tf 
fifrive ^d Wflfer; Ifiwjwing in wliom he W&jia^ 
^eyed, ^i^d Jt)?ing p^rs^adH* .^^^i.^^^ i^-aj^jl^ |pi 
keep that which is committed to hi'm, JXx^ ii| 
fact^ without this hope, what would be able to 
4|iii3l»iA thj? iofirwity of a i}3,ai>? for mr^y^ if im 

-^is life oi4y M^e have hope, we ^r^ of aU 
the fipQst ipiserable : equaljy p^ibjgcjt, ^ W^e *rfe, 
19 vafliity, decay, and c-qxruptufo^ wi|,h $bi?Tei^ 
4pf ^ aiii»alworl4 ; oorcod^ wH)» a ^^ow^nd 
pel9^cfe9ly.caies, w^^iph they ^(jv)?i; fi%r^^ti* 
cipatc Of fed; it would be too hea^y:f.-.tq^4i, 

./ffter 41 <>Hr offering! for virtne, t9 ^od aixr g^^^ 
pieetat|cms. djpceive^ a^4 th^ we ha^ »ti QVftfr 

tl^f^^y yffhff eii^d454ivp\iirf t^^ shake tjie ,f(W*adjfY-. 
X ti<fii^ flf .^hristiafi;ii|ty^ a^4 thereby tft ^^t.^ 
CMrti^ «f fhis hope, i» % jj^ealje^-pf ^H ?n(^ 
inieis t9 human H^ppinpss, ^p ^^ ¥f^}(i^^: 
pillow, on which eyery species of misery h^^lp^ 
bem iccustomed to repose, and substitutes in its 
placis ^9tiung but t^e horrors pf laoktiqig f<^Vprd 
to »tt«^ extwctiipu ^p4 ^ftspifeilatiou 9f fe^ftgr. 
IvL the IjeftHtifiji >i\gu^g? pf tbppoet, " iSi 
[ ^' §0^1, si^pwe ifi^ its e»is?e^c^, h^ghn *t ^f: 

*' dr^wn dagger, an4:defi«8 ijts poi^l^;" tut, ta^i^ 
away this seqifit^j t(?ll ii3, thali, 3fti?r « ?!wi^ 
aQ4 p^i»)fii4 lif% w^ #W li«.dftwo with tbg |)g^|j| 

that.' 
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that perish, and mingle with the clods bf' thi 
valley, and what shall support us under the pres^ 
^ sure of misfortune, the pangs of disease, the loss 
Cff our frienjj^, and every other misery incident 
to human life? 

' But, blessed be God, if there be any certainty 
in argument, if there be any reason in man, if 
tliere be any truth in the Gospel, this Avill never 
• be the case. For^ /* godliness ' has the assured 
" promise, not only of the life^ that now is/^ut 
** also of tha1t which is to come." In the house 
of our heavenly Father there are many mansions 
prepared for the righteous : this he himself* has 
told us, who came down from heaven^ and was 
themakerand builder offer- this he himself tbltf 
us, who is gone up into heaven, as our foiie* 
ruiin^> to prepare a place for us/ that where he 
is^ there wcr may be also: since, therefore, hi 
t lives, wis shall live also, and abide with him 
for ever. *• 

' The word "ab?de," methinks, carries with it . 
a most welcome sound td^'tis poor pilgrims, who 
^nder about in this vale of tears : for it implies 
a fiked and settled habitation, a constant and 
permanent state of rest We have here no con- 
tinuing city : we have nothing but what either 
90on fwsakes us, o>r.what we must soon forsake : 

we 



-i 



SEKMCTN XXXV- ^67 

We'afrri in lihe state "of travellers, who are stratngers 
in the Ikrid, and wish only to reach their;fie^fnted 
ftbni'e. Oiil- ideas' are clogged and inlpri^ned ; 
they wantto expand themselves in ^tiref i-egiote, 
to throw off the shackles of darkness and igno- 
rance : and our bodies, ever fluctuating and de- 
caying, wait only for tliat irreversible decree 
of the Almighty, by wliich it is appointed unto 
all men once to die. But the righteous have a 
city above, which has foundations, wH6s6*buil(iet 
and maker is God ; a kingdom wh?cfi^fettmot be 
shaken. They look forward to that' KarWiur of 
immortality, where* no storms of afldfctifiii^&ii 
riach theiii; where the waves of ti*ng5cHiht;ss 
canii'ot'niake them afraid •* whete^this podf sl^aCt- 
tered vessel of mortaSty^';i«h^ bufett^tl \fiih 
the storms and tempests of lif&,^ shall knchtitiil 
safety, and enjoy an eternal and unchaiigeafete 
repose. • . . ' 

' Let then this inconstant and perishable wotM 
pass away, with all its toys and vanities : i^i^ 
not the object of the Christian's wish or Con- 
cern : we look for new heawns, and anew earth, 
whereiij dwelleth righteousness ; which will never 
change, and where we shall abide for ever. 

Thus, then, there remain^ a rest for the people 
of God| for those (hat do bi$ will: a restfirom 



I^Utbff pains an4 c^Ujnitie^ 5^Jif«;. %yest fi;oio 
I^U ttip 1;efpjitetiwi3. qf the NVorW^ the ewixajring 
9QUcil;4tJQUS of thfi ^^ aad the 40lvsio^;^, of 
t|jp d^vili g^yesit frqm all pur pwu eyil thQiig;htf 
sfi^d c(Mii?ciQ^ guU^\?hiQh herediistwl? aud hv^ 
row our $oul3. Wl\at, tljeh, ^an s.ba]^^ QUr hopeSj^ 
or disturb our quiet ? Qur pasgioAs ^iU all ipovq 
at tbQ coiamand of reason : there will be no ter^ 
tifyipg remembrance of past 4ns, to wound i|5,, 
no remor^^ pf qonscience to $tartlq u3 in th^ 
silent, hpujj of midpight^ no gnawing worm tq 
yrey iHjipw, the fading Qhe?k of distracted guilty 
And 9»;t^ hofrprs of past .^rani^essior^s will not 
fill up with, ana^^^ent, so neither will^t^e ^fifar§ 
of fi^twr? misery torment us. It i& the,|^appiftes§ 
of ^terjiity we are to enjojj. Gqd,^ who is grpate^ 
tfeawaU, his promised togiveitAijSifor ev?r; ap4 
who, tbeii^ can pluck us out of hi3 h^nd? Chang? 
and chance belong only to this mortal life : a]^ 
there is immortal and immutable. There dwells 
tfcs gfeftt Jehovah, that eternal God, who hpth 
tbDither beginning nor end pf days. There ifeigp^ 
the ^^.vibiM; of the world, wiio hath tli^e Heys of 
^9fh 8n4 hell, .over, wl^om the graye has nQ 
^omimPA- There are those immortal spirits, th^ 
glorious pr^^s. of Cherubimi and Seraphim, tha^ 
surround the throne of Qod day and night 
Iherft is a^ sun that never sets ; riches which 
li^Qtbs do oot cofrupt^ Qor thieves; break through 

' f and 
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ttid steal. There are incorruptible crowns, and 
neverrfading glories. Ther?, too, arc the spirits 
of just men made perfect, of those who have* 
done the will of God, and therefoi^e abide witli 
God for ever. ^ 

But some will say, perhaps, what certainty 
liave we, that we shall enjoy this happtness<^ 
What proofs are there of thb immutable duratiom 
wd felicity of good men ? 

In answer ,to this questtion, I might product 
innumerable topics of argument, but I shall not \ 
now insist upon the common proofs of a state of ^ 
reward and punishment hereafter, which I* have, 
upon many other occasions, laid before you. I 
shall confine myself to that assuratrce we have 
of it, from the immutability of God, the veracity 
of his promises, the certainty of his word, and 
the fellowship we have with hiiu, nud his Son, 
Jesus Christ 

If, then, there be a just, immutable God^ 
faithful in his promises, I affirm, it necessarily 
foUoAvs, that he that doeth his will, abideth for 
ever. For, to ^yhat purpose does the ^criptui^e 
make such frequent mention of the immutability 
of God? Why is hp called the God '^ which is, 
*^ whidi was, arid which is to came/' but to, 
. vot. !!• P confirm 
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Confirm our faith, and teach us that our hope# 
are built on a solid foundatiofu ? For this feason/ 
the Psaliirist, after he had said, " Thou art the 
*^- same, and thy years, shall not fail," rmme- 
diately add^ also, *^ the children 'of thy servants 
*^ shall continue, and their seed shall stand fast 
" before tbee;" thus making the immutstbility 
of God the foundation of the immutable state of 
his servants. In the same manner the prophet 
Habakkuk, from the eternity pf God concludes 
the immortality of the righteous: ^' Art not 
^^ thou from* everlasting,. O lord my God? we 
** shall not die.? And, by a like kind of rea- 
soning, our Saviour concludes^ that Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob were still alive, and that their 
bodies will rise agaiin j ^' because God;" says he, 
^^ is their God: riow he is not the God of the 
^' dead, .but the God of the living; for all live 
•*.tohim." And the same conclusion we may 
draw from the unlimited promises of God. For, 
when he is calle^l the God and rewarder of the 
faithful, since, he is eternal, he must always be 
their God, and, consequently, they must abide 
forever. So .true, then, is that, which id de- 
clared in the Book of Wisdom ; /' God created 
•^ tiian to be immortal, and made hm an image 
*' of his own eternity." And again, we may 
draw the same conclusion from what the scrips 
ture says of the Word of God ; that it is an in- 
corruptible 
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corruptible seed, and abideth for ever: which 
serves to assure us, that the righteous will abide 
for even For the word is the seed by which they 
are regenerated and quickened. If, therefore,, 
the seed be immortal, they who are quickened 
by it, will be immortal too : for such as the seed 
is, such is the plant; and such as the principle 
of existence is, such is the life : from corruptible 
principles, such as flesh and blood, can proceed, 
only a corruptible life; but from immortal and 
incorruptible principles, such as the word and 
the spirit, proceeds immortal life: Now the 
Gospel is such a principle of life : for it expressly 
tells us, that " God so loved the world that he 
" gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
" believeth in him should not perish, but have 
*' everlasting life.'- These are the express terms 
of the new covenant, which cannot be broken 
or disannulled : for Christ hath sealed them 'with 
his blood, and God himself has ratified them to 
us, by three most undoubted miracles, the re- 
surrection of Christ, his ascension into heaven, 
and the descent of the Holy Spirit from heaven. 
These are the great earnests of our own resur- 
rection. 

If, therefore, the spirit of him, that raised up 

Jesus from the dead, dwell in us, we can have 

no doult, but that he, who raised up. Jesus from 

PS thC' 
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tbe dead, will also quicken bur mortal Ixxiiesy, 
and make them like unto his glorious body, and 
that, if we do^ the will of God, we shaU abide 
.for (ever. 

Toaseetfi^n^ ray brethren that the present 
life is no more than the passage to a better, to^ 
an eternal and more enduring one^ What then 
Temains, but that we ka?n, from this great ane¥ 
important truths the just value we ought to as8igi> 
to each. We are pfeceff- for a short space of 
time, in this A^ale of affliction, by the bapds of, 
a wise and just Godr Let us,^ therefore, do our 
several duties in it chearfuUy, and agreeably to 
the gracious designs of his providence : L,et u* 
endeavour, by an honest industry, to provide for 
€)urselyes> and those who^ look up to us for sup^ 
port^ the comforts and conyeni^neies of lifer 
and let u* enjoy them^ toa, with a chearful and 
contented heart ', knowing, that every creature* 
of God is good, if it be received with thankful- 
ness. But, amidst iill our comforts and best 
enjoyments, let us remember, withal, that we 
have, here, no abiding city: A few short mo- 
nients, and not one stone shall be left; upon 
another^ of all that we' possess or admire. Let 
us not, therefore, make them the final objects of 
eur happiness. Our bodies must remain upon 
cartb>' till our appointed time come, but our 

hearts 



SERMON XXXV. «213 

liearts and nobler faculties should be in heaven^ 
ThitliCT, therefoi-e, let all -our thoughts and af- 
fections ultimately tend. Tl*ie span of lift bears 
but a small proportion to tiie great circle of 
eternity J tlie pleasures of vice are latterly inade- 
<juate to the rewards of virtue. The one may 
give us a few short and transient glimpses of joy, 
but the other will give us unchangeable and 
eternal happiness: *' For he that doeth the will 
^' of God, abideth for ever.'* 

May wc, therefore, do hjfi will on earth, as it 
is done in heaven ! May all the nations of the^ 
world hear and obey his awfiil voice ; that wheu 
the trumpet ^f God shall summqn the quick and 
the dead, they may give up their accounts with 
j6y\ and having done his blessed will. on earth, 
may abide with him, for ever, in heaven ! 



T$ . < JSERMON 



SERMON XXXVL 



1 Tim. iii.np. 



Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure 
conscience, 

nr^HESE words contain one of those >direc- 
• •*- tions which St. Paul gave to Timothy, whea 
he left hiiri to govern the church at Ephesus ; 
that he should observe this injunction himself; 
and also require it of those, whom he admitte\l 
into the miqistry of 'tlxe church, ** that they 
*^ should hold the mystery of tlie faith in a pure 
*^ conscience.** 

vWhat th« Apostle here calls the mystery of 
faith, he afterwards, in the end of this same 
chapter, calls '^ the mystery Of godliness ;" and 
>viiat he means by this mystery, he explains in 
the words immediately following: — '' God .was 
" manifested in the flesh, justified, in the spirit^ 
** seen of angels, preached unto the gentiles, 
p 4 " believed 
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*' believed on in the world, received up into 
f* glory." This mystery, then> was the incar- 
nation of the Son of God, who took human 
nature upon him, and 5utit'ered death to redeem 
mankind : an instance of lo\'e and condescen- 
sion so amazing, as could not have entered into 
the strongest imagination to conceive, or the 
most sanguine heart to expect: and yet, be- 
cause it was a mystery, it has been foolishly 
rejected by many, and the most wonderful 
mercy in God has met with no better return 
than the basest ingratitude in pian; and every 
term of reproach, which the rage of infidelity 
could suggest, has been liberally bestowed on 
those who have dared to stand forth as its chsun* 
pioi^s and <lefehders. 

Now the complaints raised against us, for 
insisjting upon the belief of th6 mysteries of tlie 
christian religion, are chiefly founded upon this: 
it is pretended, that we thereby exclude the use 
of reason in matters of religion, and require a 
blind and" implicit obedience: nay^ indeed, 
some have roundly asserted,^^ that these mysteries 
were all human invention and subtile priest- 
craft, to ensnare the consciences and under- 
standing of men. - ' 

Thi3 
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^ This IS indeed a heavy and interesting charge: 
and had it been as true as it is heavy;i*>we, wh© 
^Tt the stesvards of these mysteries, should tlien 
have jpstly deserved that obloquy and ignomi- 
nious treatment, which some have so liberally 
bestowed upon us. Or, had 'We alone the cus- 
tody of tliese mysteries, and others, had not 
free ai^cess to examine the/ nature and ^evidence 
of them; or had they been, like^nsome of the 
oracles of old, enveloped in impenetrable dark- 
ness ; they would then have had room to expa*- 
tiate against us, and some colour of ground for 
their complaints. But where is the foundation 
for this malignant charge, which the patrons of 
infidelity are to eager tt fasten upon us? Are 
not the scriptures in their hands as well as in 
ours, and do we denij^nd their assent to any 
thing that is not revealed in them ? Nay, wc 
are so far from encroaching upoa the proyince 
of reason^ that we glory in being its warmest 
advocates. We desire nothing more earnestly, 
than that men would examine into and search 
the scriptures and the nature of their evidence : 
and we doubt not but upon a fair scrutiny they 
would find, that these mysterieSj^^ proposed to 
them as objects of their faith, would appear to 
them, jas well as the moral duties therein con- 
tained, to be not the words and invention of 
men^ but, as they are in truth, the word of God. 
• i For 
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•JFor we are certain, that whatsoever is offered to 
mankind as a divine revelation^ ought to cairy 
along with it sufficient evidence of the divine 
-authority ; and men are not only at liberty to 
use their reason,' bdt it is the'^r duty to inquire 
into the nature of the evidence, and the trutn 
erf. the doctrines ' contained in it. And if the 
evidence appear to be such^ iks cannot be 
ascribed to any power but that of God, and 
the V doctrines contain nothing unworthy of 
■God,, or contrary to reason, they are equally 
bound to acknowledge such' to be a divine 
revelation. ... 

Let us apply this, then> to the Gospel re- 
velaticMi. ' 

The external evidence is supported by unde- 
niable facts: for the miracles wrought by our 
Saviour and his apostles Avere, both by friends 
and enemies, confessed to be such, as no man 
could do, except God were with him ; and 
fairer credentials could surely neither be ex- 
pected nor desired. By a word speaking, to 
open the eves of the blind, to unloose tha 
tongue of the dumb, and to raise the dead to 
life, were such evident marks of the divine 
power, as were abundantly sufficient to solve all, 

the 
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the doubts of the sceptic, and humble the pride 
of the philosopher. ' 

An<J the relation of these facts is conveyed 
down to us with so many circumstances of 
truth,' as no other histoiy can parallel. Wc 
have, therefore, all the satisfaction of theTeality 
of our Saviour's miractes, which the nature of 
the thing will admit, and, consequently, suffi- 
cient evidence of the divine authority in the 
support of the Gospel \ ' 

And if we look into the internal evidence: 
the moral duties contained in^the Gospel are so 
calculated for the universal happiness of men, 
that those very persons, whose vanity will not 
•permit them to own that they receive any assist* 
ance from its precepts in their rules of morality, 
still equally contend with us for their being 
obligatory upon the practice of men. If then, 
we should allow, that these duties were disco- 
verable by reason, as well as enjoined to us by 
the authority of revelation, still, so long as they 
are acknowled2:ed to be duties, and men own 
their obligation, they cannot pretend, that they 
.contain any thing unworthy of God, or con- 
trary to reason. Among tiie adversaries of 
Christianity, therefore, we do not find their 
party to be great, who pretend to deny the 

facts 
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facts and miracles done by our Saviour an<l his 
apostles, nor theira, who oppose the necessity oif 
observing the moral duties of the Gospel ; But, 
in the other part of the internal evidence, con- 
sisting of matters of faith, the belief of which 
ve affirm to be necessary to salvation, the advo*- 
cates of infidelity are huitierous, and the outcry 
is great, as if we endeavoured to lay such a 
burden upon them as they are not able to bear- 
But let us examine impartially the justice of 
these complaints* 

Authority has always been allowed to be a just 
ground of assent. Whatsoever then the divine 
wisdom has thought fit to inform us in ; whether 
it relates to his. own nature and perfections, or 
our duty and conduct ; we are bound to believe 
it on the authority of the revealer. Now to 
suppose that such a revelation contains any 
thing contrary to reason, impUes a contradiction 
in the very terms : For, as God gave us both 
reason and revelation, it is.inconsistent with his 
justice and goodness, to give us faculties to de- 
ceive us, and with his veracity, to reveal a false*, 
hood. But, that there may be truths in this 
revelzttion above our capacities to comprehend, 
we may well conclude from the shortness of our 
knowledge in the common appearances of na- 
ture : 
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lure : for, notwithstanding the great and ama2ing 
discoveries in every part of natural philosophy^ 
there are still many things far above thp reach 
of reason either to Comprehend cft eiplaiiu 
Thus, for instance, we know tfcat the planets 
perform their revolutions in certain periods^ and 
that> notwithstanding their immense distances^ 
their light is^ transmitted to xis with incredible 
Telocity : these are truths we «very day expe- 
rience: and yet, as to the manner in -which 
they are effected, we must confess our igno- 
rance. So likewise the production of animals^ 
the vegetation of plants, th^ oohesioa of matter, 
are things entirely above our coihprehension ; 
and yet no one doubts the reality of tliem;. 
How, again, .our souls and bodies are united to« 
gether, and act upon each other ; how ekternat 
objects cause inward sensations in vks; we can 
BO way demonstrate ; and yet we should esteem 
him an ideot, who denied that these things werer 
10. Which ever way then we turn our eyes ; 
whether we survey the variety of objects arouml 
ns, or consider our own frame and composition 
i •■ of so\jil and. body;; the minxitest things in na- 

ture, as well as those of the greate*?t magnitude, 
are equally above our comprehension, and we 
cannot account for their several operations t 
and yet, at the same time that we confess 
• theiu to be ipystcries, we believe them to be 

true; 



•-«23 SERMON XXXVI. 

true; nay more, we must conform our actron^ 
to that belief: for, should we uDt offer to move, 
till we could account for the motion of our 
bodies being made by a thought in our minds, 
we must for ever sit stilK? Should, again, the 
j^atient resolve not to try the efficacy of the me- 
dicine prescribed to him, till he could fully com-' 
prehend the manner of its operation, after all 
his search, he might die with despair. But men 
will not argue so absurdly in common life. 
They are contented to allow, that matiy things, 
Bly every thing in nature, is above their finite 
comprehension, and yet they readily *acknow- 
fedge both their existence and use for all the 
purposes of life. And if then in things natural, 
we cannot arrive at certainty, but are forced 
to act upon principles we do not understand, 
how absurd it is to suppose, tfiat we should fully 
comprehend things that are spiritual, and how 
unreasonable is it to reject the doctrines of re- 
ligion, because they contain some things incom- 
prehensible ? ' 

But to shew this still more fully, let us only 
consider the attributes of God. 

God is a, being of infinite perfections: lie ia 
infinitely wise, powerful, just, and good. Now 
to assert that we can fully comprehend these 

perfec- 
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()eifections, is, in short, the sasne thing as to 
affirm, that our capacities are infinite also. But 
all that we can pretend to know of the divine 
perfections, must be deduced from analogy; that 
whatever perfection is in the creature, must be^ 
in the highest degree, in the ^creator. Yet, to 
say that the ^yisdom of God is like to the wis- 
dom of men, only extended to an infinite degree, 
or that the goodness of God is correspondent to 
the goodness of men infinitely enlarged, will be 
very far from giving us any perfect notion of 
infinite wisdom and goodness. * Agtiin, that 
God can do every thing that is possible^ and 
that from infinite knowledge nothing can be 
concealed, are truths which cannot be denied : 
and yet, who will infer from thence, that he can 
fully comprehend the nature of an omnipotent 
aud omniscient' being, or the manner, in which 
these attributes are exerted and displayed ? That 
God must necessarily exist in all points of du- 
ration, and that an infinite beijjig must fill every 
part of space, our reason informs us : yet how 
weak and imperfect are our notions and concep- 
tions of eternity and immensity, ;and how . 
imablje are we to solve all the difficulties, which 
may be started about these essential attributes oi' 
the Deity? 



Wc 
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We know then, that the perfections of God 
mrejnfinite, and we are bound to believe them ; 
]but for our finite capacities to comprchencl^them 
h impossible. 

And as his perfections, so his counsels and 
TCsoktions in the general scheme of his provi* 
dence concerning the salvation of men, can be 
BO farther known than he has been pleased to 
reveal tliem. 

If then in this revelation of his will to men^ 
there should be some doctrines, which are abovq 
our capacities to explain, why are we not equally 
obliged to believe them, as well as tliose truths 
in natural knowledge, which we cannot solve, 
or the notion of the divine attributes^ which we 
cannot comprehend ; especially when our belief of 
those doctrines is an acknowledgement of the be- 
lief of one of those attributes, the veracity of God? 
Now reason itself will shew us, that we ought 
to acknowledge all the divine attributes, and 
we must necessarily own, that God is a God of 
infallible truth, as well as a being of infinite 
wisdom and goodness : infallible truth, .there- 
fore, must be one of his attributes. And as God 
could have no other end in revealing his >yiU 
ta men, than to promote their happiness by 
directing them' to their duty, we must conse- 
quently 
^7 V 
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quently be inexcusable, if we do nol believe^air 
those things, which he has revealed, upon his 
testimony, and thereby make an acknowledge- 
ment of this attribute. This faith is absolutely 
required of us : for if we believe only those 
truths in this revelation, which are self-evident 
or demonstrable by reason, we shew no regard 
to the veracity of God and his testimony J fi>t 
we shoiild have believed them, had they been 
affirmed by the most fallible men, bec^iuse they 
carry their own evidence and conviction along 
with them. It is not, therefore, inconsistent 
with the attributes of God to require of us the 
belief of some truths, which are above reason, 
as trials of our faith, and evidences of our sub* 
mission to his authwity. 

We atjknowledge, then, that there are doc-^ 
trines contained in this revelation which we 
cannot comprehend; such a:^ the incarnation 
and death of God's Son, the unity of the 
Trinity, and others relating to the counsels of 
God ; and yet we affirm, that we are bound to 
believe them, because we cannot any other way 
shew our acknowledgement of God's infallible 
truth and veracity, than by giving our assent to 
th6se truths, which are above our cofliprehen- 
sion,, upon the divine authority. 

▼Ot. It. « And 
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And the reason,^ why some men do not Goneur 
uith us in the belief of these truths, is their • 
not distinguishing between things that are above 
reason and things that are contrary to it. But 
because they cannot fully comprehend these 
doctrines, they hastily conclude, that they must 
be fdse aiid impossible. Now before it can be 
proved that any proposition is false, we must 
folly comprehend all the parts of it, and the 

; whole matter contained therein : will they assert 
then, that they know so much of the divine 

^nature, as to demonstrate that what is affirmed 
in the sci'iptures concerning it is false or impos* 
sible?. It has been proved already,^ that our 
finite capacity cannot fully comprehend the per^ 
fection of God and the manner of his existence; 
whatever, therefore, is contained in the scrip- 
tures concerning the manner of God's exist- 
ence, m^ be possible, and consequently may be 
revealed : but what God has revealed we are 
bound to believe to be t^oe, because it has the 
testimony of him, who cannot deceive or be de^ 
ceived. If, then, tjie incamatiou of the Son of 
God is affirmed in the scriptures, or that God 
exists In three persons, we admit these doctrines 
to be incomprehensible, and that wc have n(t 

, adequate ideas of the parts contained in these 
propositions: but, at the same time, we must 
ecknowledge, that God perfectly kno^^^s the 

manner 
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manner of his own existence, and, therefore, ^c 
* must believe M^hat he has revealed to us con- 
cerning it, upon his indisputable authority. 

From what has been said, it appears,* that we 
do not require a blind and implicit obedience, 
or exclude the use of reason in matters of tcU- 
gion. For it is by the «se of reason, that we 
examine into the proofs of the revelation, and 
by the guidance of reason, into- the nature of 
the doctrines contained in it^ wheth^ they be 
contrary to it or not : and whcm we are con- 
vinced of these two points^ all that we insist 
upon is, that if, upon examination into thes^ 
doctrines, we find any that iire incomprehen- 
sible^ we ought not upon that account to con- 
clude that they are false, but with the greatest 
reason to submit to the authority of God, who 
has revealed them. 

. And, indeed, boweyer men may pretend to 
rail at the belief of mysteries, not all the wit of 
inan has ever yet been able- to produce a scheme 
of salvation, which has so well, provided for the 
honour of God, and the harmony of his attri- 
butes, as the Gospel dispensation. For the 
atonement which a crucified Saviour made for 
the sins of mankind, at the same time, shewed 
the displeasure of God to sin, that it procured 

(I % his 
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hb pardon atid forgiveaess of it to mefl. 
Here mercy and justice met together, i*rghtc^ 
cmsnes6 and peace kissi^d eadi other. Under 
this gracious covenant of promise, we have thb 
CQnifojet and assurance^ that though we caniiot 
ourselves make any atonetxient for our sin^, atid 
though our b€st works are imperlfect, ye^ 
through &ith in th^ noerits of him who died 
for US| and^ sincere repentance, the one will be 
pardoned^ and the other accepted* For now 
there is no ctodemnaticm to them who ^e in 
Christ Jesus, who.wblk not after the flesh, but 
aft$r thf^ spirit : For God is the justi^r of him 
which believeth in Jesus, to whotfi his- faith id 
coutited for righteousness, and 4:hat freely, by 
the grace of God, through tbe redempttoa tbiU 
is in Christ JeSus* 

But, 2dly, Lest the mercy of God ill this db* 
pensation should be abused by the presumptuous 
pretensions of wicked ipeu^ a£r if f(|ith jtlotie Vas 
sufficient to procure pardon of $iaa, the A^tle^ 
commands us ** to hold this mystery of the 
*' faith in a pure conscience;'* that is> tb live 
agreeably to our christiaifi profesiioh. And ap- 
cordingiy, in St James, and i^any other parts of 
scripture, it is expressly deckvedK that faith is 
DO otherwise savings than a^ it is an Acti#c^ 
principle^ and exerts itsdf iU good works ; tfatt 

not 
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not the tare belief of this mystery, not all the 
invocations of Lord, Lord ; not the preaching 
or doing wonderAil things in his name, can 
avail us any thing, unless we also do the will 
and obey the commands of our Father, which 
is in heaven. Obedience and a good life are 
required of us under the law of grace, as well 
as under the law of nature ; only with this dif- 
ference, that repentance will be accepted under 
this laW) through faith in the merits of our 
Redeemer, instead of that perfect obedience^ 
which the law of nature required.: and our faith 
is so far irom weakening "the cause of virtue 
and morality, as some have impiously fancied^ 
;that it epoourages and promotes it, in the 
highest manner possible. For surely tlie greater 
obligation we are under to God for the pardoh 
of our sins, the more we ought, oh the one 
hand, to fly and abiior them, and on the other, 
to love and adore him ; which WiB naturally lead 
us to a life of purity and holiness^ ' ^ 

Did God then suffer his Son ta come into the 
world, to lead a persecuted life, and suffer an 
ignominious death, that he might atone for our 
transgressions ; and can we suiiiciently admii^ 
this great condescension ? Can the purest saint 
Upon earth presunie to think, that he has made ' 
ffik equal return to God for this vast obligation P 

^3 Are 
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Are all the good acts we are capable of perform- 
ing, any more tban our reasonable service; and 
was not that obedience due to God before our 
ademption, for our creation, for our daily pre- 
servation and support? But that we are redeemed 
from tnisery, and restored to the happiness we 
ihad forfeited^ are additional blessings, and alto- 
gether acts of divine grace and bounty. Ought 
we not, therefor?, to make the most grateful 
acknowledgments for these benefits received, 
which our best services can never repay? And 
which way caa we make a proper acknowledg- 
•jnent for these benefits, but by a&cribing the 
purchase of them not to our own, but the merits 
of Christ, aud by doing such worlds, as will 
make our faith ii;i those merits be imputed to us 
for righteousness? Did it require so great an 
atonement as the sacrifice of the Son of God, to 
expiate our sins? How ought our abhorrence 
and aversion to those sins to rise in proportion ? 
How ought we to dread violating those laws, to 
the breach of which eternal death is annexed fbt 
the penalty; and how thankful ought we to be 
to God, who has given us the means to escape 
it? Since then, as far as reason can judge, we 
have no assurance' of the paidon of our ^ins, 
without believing in the merits of a crucified 
Saviour, let us reverence and adore this great 
mystery of our redemption, and hold fast the 

profession 
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profession of our faith without wavering. And, 
since &ith without works is dead, let us carefully 
maintain and defend the honour of our profes* 
sion, by virtue and good works, by " holding 
** the mystery of fajith in a pure couscience. •* 



q4 SER- 
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PsALH cxviiL 9: 

Ji if better to tru^t in the Lord^ than tQ put angi 
ctfTifidenceinnupu 

lU^ET how unwilliqg arc the greater {iaxtof 

77- pj^nkind to seek for tbi$ 3iippoit again^ t^ 

evils of life, ancj bow ready are they to cecjc f<Mf 

other methpds^ of wardipg off the ]i}iitfo!rtunei& tq 

which they ajre liable. . . -» 

3o ^lany are the changes and. chancy of tbi% 
inortal life, $a grievous th^ difficulties aiid dat^is 
we are destined to encounter in this vale of te^rs/ 
that the unsupported weakness of human nature 
iQus^ ever find itself unable to swtain th^nu 
Hence.it i$, that in times of distress and afilicH 
tion all men naturally flee for help, and endea- 
vour to seiek refuge from the evils tha^t surr<;Napid 
them* Nor are the supports on which they li^Tt 
pend less variouS| than the UMserles from which 
^ . they 
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they flyt Some put their trust in chariots and 
$ome in horses ; some rely on riches, or the con* 
solations of human strength or friendship; others 
take shelter under the specious arguments of 
human wisdom and vain philosophy. These, and 
such like, are the. broken reeds of comfort, to 
vhich men, in all ages, have had recourse for 
help in the day of trouble, 

' Amidst this perplexing uncertainty of vain 
liopes and deceitful expectations, the Royml 
Psalmist wisely undertakes to diHect our wander* 
ing steps, and points dut a fountain of comfort^ 
which can never fail or deceive us. And wlio 
was better afele thin the Royal Psalmist to give 
us this iriforinatidn ? He had felt all tj^p miseries' 
that mortal man is heir to, he had tried all the 
consolations which human -strength can afford; 
and, after all, declares, as the result of his latest 
and best; experience, '** that it is better to trust 
•^ in the Lord, than to put any confidence in 
M.man:'"- ■ ' '' ^ "' • '••^• 

This deckratron I shall endeavour to illustrate 
by i' consideration of the following particulars : 

Krst, That man can be no true object of tnist 
^hd confidence. ' 

Secondly^ 
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- Secondly, That God is such an inexhauiitible 
fountain^ of power and goodness, that he <:9i| 
never fail those who put their trust in him. 

That man cannot be a proper olgect of cox^ 
dence, will be evident from th^ slightest survey 
of human nature and its leading princijJes. His 
will, which is the great spring of all his actions^ 
is ever fickle and inconstant in ajl its propensities 
and inversions, not only driven about with every 
sudden gust of humour or passion, but even at- 
tached by secret likings and inexplicable sympa- 
thies, and alienated and estranged by as sudden 
and unaccountable hatreds and antipathies; What 
dependance then can^ there be on that which b 
scarce a moment the same, which is seldom, iu 
our own power, and at' all times deceitful above 
all things? 

Nor is this perirerse fluctuation of the human 
will to be controlled by any laws, or restrained 
by the strongest tyes and obligations we can lay 
upon it. For how often do we see the parent 
abandon the child, for whom he is bound by the 
laws of nature to provide ; abandon him without 
remorse, to danger,' calamity, or death; and 
how often, ag^in, does the child as unfeelingly 
trample under foot the sacred bonds of grati- 
tude and filial duty ? And if these, whom the 

most 
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most cogent laws .of God and aature Have ap- 
yt^inted faii a. mutual cc^fortmid support, caii 
yet fail ajidi deceive- each otb^r, wbat trust w 
confidence can we repose in the help of man, 
nHjntn he w bouud by no laws, qt inclined only 
fey the ;«^k«r repulses of gratitude or ffiwd&hipi 
to irelievie u« ? 

^ Should so plain a point as this still want eon^ 
^rmation, read the history of inankind, and you 
irill soon be convinced, how little faith is due to 
th^ common pi^ofessions of friendship and esteem. 
Whilst ^Drtuiie smiles upon us, an^l our tables 
|a* crowned with riches and plenty, we shall not 
vaht numbeis to devote themselves to ouracr* 
vice, and declare themselves, like the fakhksi 
ft*er, c^^en ready to die with us: bqt let the 
providence of God change the scene, and scatter 
the blessings he had poured upon us, then, like 
Beteralsoy will they be ready with a^n oath to 
deny us. Their protestations of service will then 
1^ changed into frivolous excuses, and w^^ sh^S 
be left to mourn our folly in putting any con* 
fidence in man. - 

But 7et me not be misunderstood* I mean not 
heic to depreciate the value gf true friendship, 
which every reasonable man is bound to honour, 
M the pipblcst balm of life, which. God hatlt 

bestowccl 
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bestowed id leompasslon to the manifold mfirmi'^ 
tiesof iour^iature* But I must at the same time 
observe, and, I Fear, the expei-ience of too many 
will confirm the observation, that he, who flat- 
ters himself with the hopes of enjoying this 
blessing, will find by long trial, that as it is mort 
precious, so also it is more difficult to be ac* 
quired than gold, yea than much fine gold. 

But even should we succeed in our persuit of 
this inestimable treasure, , how far are we still 
from having V obtained any security against tha 
tlirious ills that surround us in life ! The hand 
of friendship may indeed be stretched forth to* 
relieve and support us ; but our calamities also 
may be beyond the reach of human aid. Can 
^ven our dfearest friends restrain the stonji that 
lays waste out' grounds, or stop the lightning 
fr<Hn heaven that may blast us .in a moment? 
Can they command the sun to chear, or the 
breeze to nefresh us ? Can they relieve the breast 
that throbs with the violence of a fever, or eastsi 
tiie head that sinks with uoutterable anguish? 
Can they stop the raging fire that alarms out 
niidliight 5ltifflbetis> and in a moment swallows 
Hp our lives and fortunes ? Can thiy support th« 
ftebte fcne«, revive the broken heart, ot stay the 
6liitt ooW hand rf death? Alas ! the power o^ 
ttiab iS| lik6 Im exbtence, shorl and limit-ed^} 

Omni- 
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Omnipptence and all-^sufficie^cy arc to be fotind^ 
in God alone,, from whom all things arc derived j 
Even the noblest works of his hands are so far 
from being able to afford help to others in every 
time of need, that even themselves too often 
groan under the weight of evils which they can 
neither redress nor alleviate. 

If, therefore, we would secure to ourselves a 
firm and unchangeable support, we must not 
rely on the arm of flesh, but on the power of 
God i since there are a thousand accidents in 
life, in which the services of om: best friends can 
be of no avail to relieve us. 

But, even allowing that men should be at all 
times both willing and able to relieve us, yet still 
there is another consideration, which ought to 
wean us from putting too great trust in them. 
We should remember that man that is born of a 
woman is of few days : his being is momentary 
and uncertain; in the beautiful language of 
scripture he is justly said to be " cut down like 
^* a flower of the field ; to flee as a shadow and 
^* continue not.*' The soul and body, in wh^se 
union life consists, are held together by no 
stronger tye than the breath of our nostrils ; a 
breath which a blast of air or shower of rain may 
extinguish ; and then fall the stoutest and the 

bravest 
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liravfst of the sons of men.. Wisely, therefor^ 
said the Proph!et,. ^* Cease ye; from man, whpse 
" breath is in his nostrils, for. wherein is he 
" to be accounted of? Put not your trust in 
*^ princes, nor in any child of man, for there is. 
" no help in them ; for, when the breath of maa 
" goeth forth, he shall turn again to the earthy 
** and thdn all his thoughts perish:" all his. 
wealth and pomp, hb designs and contrivances, 
perish with him, and he has no more a portioa 
in any thing that is done under the sun. How 
then can he help others, who is no longer capable 
.of helping himself? Or how shall he not deceive 
our expectations and confidence, when he is sa 
Qiiserably and so often deceived in his own ? 

Such then, and so frail, is the confidence wes 
place in man ! Let us see, therefore, whether it 
will not be better to trust in the Lord, who is 
^uch an inexhaustible fountain of power an4 
goodness, that he can never fail or deceive us. 
Ijet US reflect on the excellence of all his attri- 
butes, and consider whether these do ijot rendet 
him the best and pnly fit object of full trust and 
assurance in all the dangers of this tempestuous 
pcean of life. 

The love of wan is partial and narrow^ con- 
fined within the narrow circle of his own friends 

and 
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atid companions, or cramped by the baser fetters \ 

of interest or advantage : but the love of God is 
iinconiined and universal : his tender mercies are 
over all his works, and, like the beams of the 
sttfi, scatter bounty and blessings over the whole « 
creation^ The love of man is^ inconstant and 
vticertain; may be alienated by needless jealou- 
sies, or lost by ^Ise suspi<iions : but God is the 
same yesterday, to day, and for ever : in him is 
no variableness, neither shadow of turning : fait 
affections cannot change, unless we drive them 
from us by our own obstinacy and sinfulness; 
and even then he does not entirely cast away his 
love from us, but endeavours by all gentle and 
endearing iharks of kindness, to reclaim aiid re- 
form us. And if we return to him with humble 
and truly penitent hearts, he willingly blots out 
our past transgressions, and the arms of his mercy 
are ever open to receive us, though, like the 
prodigal in the Gospel, we have squandered our 
portion with riotous living. If God then hatli 
thus loved the world in all ages, we can have no 
doubtj but that he will ever be ready to promote 
our happiness, and to comfort and support those 
who flee to him for succour. And this also he 
is the better able to do froni the superiority of hi« 
wisdom and knowledge. 

The 
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The children of mei are ever lost in mazesr^ 
and perplexied' with errors : the clouds arid dark- 
ness of ignoraiice ever rest upon their best de- 
signs: so that they can neither clearly discern 
thel dangers of life, nor certainly point out the 
ineans of redressing them. But God, who i& 
light, distinctly beholdeth all things past, pre- 
sent, and tocomcj and by him alt thipgs are 
foreseen^ determined, •a'nd conducted to their re- 
spective ends and purposes. We form not the' 
most secret wish in our hearts but he knowefh it 
altogether; we fall not ihto the most hidden 
danger, but it is present to his all-seeing eye. 
There is not the least cirfcumstancte, that inay 
be improved to our advantage,' can escape life 
notice. So that^* in all conditions, • we may rest 
assured, that as he perfectly knoweth diir wants; 
so also his wisd6m will direct him to the most 
proper and effectual means for our comfort and 
support. For, to use the expressive words of in- - 
spiration^ ** he is a God of knowledge, and by 
*' him actions are weighed." 

Again : The power of men is limited and of 
/ small extent, so that they cannot always afford 
the help and assistance they are willing to do. 
But as for our God, he is in heaven, he hath 
done whatsoevef pleased him. His almighty arm 
is not stopped by any resistance, disabled by any 
, VOL. II, R casualtiei^ 
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casimltl^s, or straitened by any time. That 
vpice, which first raised man from the dust, can 
;alsa raises him from the brink of destru^^tioa, can 
support him undier all his afflictions, and guard 
him fmm all evil Well, therefore, said the Pro^ 
phet, * * truirt ye in the Lord for ever : for in the 
*^ Lord Jehovah is everlasting strength. Fear 
*^ thou not, for I am with thee, be not dis* 
/* flayed, fot I ain thy God.'* 

t Another Btros^ consideratbn to engage us to 
trastinGod, is his eternity. 

We want nopi»of that the li&of manis short. 
The graves of our friends, and tht mouldering 
monuments of mortality, which are spread around 
us in this sacred place, too strongly proclaim 
this solemn truth. Whilst we have these before 
m, we cannot but be sensible of the justice of 
ti^ose various comparisons^ which ate uied in 
dCrrpture to remind us of the shortness of our 
existence : that our days^ are a span long ; that 
we flee like "a shadow and continue not ; that 
we wither like grass, and £uk as a flower of 
the field* 

But life is one of God's Unchangeable prero*' 

gatives^ which all other beings derive from faini^ 

^d hold only, during his pleasure. He aloM 

a. has 



)iiy )i^ in ^nd from himself^ and his extstetic6 
alone is measured not by time but by ptemity* 
Henee he is stiled in scripture ** the high and 
" lojftyane, that inhabiteth etemityj*' ** who 
•* liveth for ever," ** whose years fail not,^' and 
5^ who^e remembrance endureth throughout all 
>" generations." What greater comfort theii 
canst thou require, O child of mortality, thaa 
that which Mdses pronounced as the greatest 
blessing to the tribe of Jesburun ; ^ ^ Underneath 
** thee aite the everlasting arms t the eterttal God 
** is thy refiige r" 

But, Itet any doubt should still remain upon 
our minds ; lest^we should: still be disquieted in 
vain j; God hath ^ven condescended to eftgags 
hhnself by the most solemn promises never to 
leave of forsake those who put their trust in him«; 
He hath assured us, that he will be the helper of 
the friendless, the supporter of the poor and 
needy, the cpiiiforter of the broken hearted^ and 
will) in all situations^ give us what is requisite 
and necessaty as well for the body as the soub 
** Ha»t thou not known, '^ saithbej "hastthbu 
•* not heard, that the everlasting God, theLord^ 
** the creator of heaven and earth fkinteth not, 
*' neither is^ weary? He giveth power to th« 
^^ faint, and to them that iiave no might he 
*^ increaseth flti^ngth* Even tlm^outk^ shall 
»« '. r faint 
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/ - ftiiit and be weary, atxd the young mefk shall 
'' utterly fall 

^ *^ But they that wait -upon the Lord, shall 
*^ renew their sti'ength ; they shall moii^t tip 
5* with wings as eagles ; they shall run and nof 
V be weary ; they shall walk and not faint," 

: And, if we look at the generations of old^ 
and the years that are past, we shall find that he 
hath ever fulfilled these promises to his faithftil 
servants, we shall find none that trusted in the 
Lord and were confounded, Or that abode in his 
fea;r and were forSakeri* " I wiir never Jeave 
\* thee nor foi«p.ke thee/' said God to Joahuaj 
and in him to all tbafe.rely-\*poft him, in every 
age of the world. With how heavy a load of 
afflictions did the Rpyal Psalmist labour; with 
what a viariety 6f misfortunes was he suixounded ; 
dispossessed of bis crown ; persecuted by bis own 
ion, and even despised by those very subjects^ 
whom Ifis pjudjgnce and valour had saved from 
destruction ! Ytt^ amidst this complication of 
flistresaiefli, with what a noble fortitude 4id he 
qleavcvtahrs God ; and by what astonishitig acts 
of providence did that God reward his Melity 
jind perseverance 1 How amazingly, again, did 
the »me-God exert his providential care in the 
lleliverince and jefauneration ^f bis faithful ser- 
; '* , vaat 
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rant Job ! And how instructive ap example doesi 
ills conduct hold forth to our imitation ! We 
behold .him, in one moment, lord of the east ; 
the father of a numerous offspring ; possessed of 
every blessing whicli man could wish or heaven 
bestow. In the next, we see him blasted by the 
^vengeance of heaven, a spectacle of horror, an 
object of compassion ! Hin^iself smitten with the^ 
pains of a diseased body ; his cattle and servants 
destroyed by the sword of his enemies, and by 
fire from heaven ; and even his children, those 
last and dearest comforts of his declining years^ 
all, all in one cruel moment torn from him by a 
sudden and unes^pected death ! Whither then, ixx - 
this dark night of affliction, amid this concen- 
tration of unspeakable miseries, - did this holy 
sufferer flee for succour, or in whon^ dicj he place 
bis cQufidence ? Not in the help pf man, but in 
the mercy of that God, who ruleth on highu 
♦ * O earth, " says he, * ^ cover not thou my bloojl, 
'* ^nd let my cry have no place : behold ! my 
'* witness is i^ heaven, and my record is on 
*' high; my friends* scorn me,, but njine eye 
♦^ poureth out |eaf§ nr^to Gp^r" 

And wbat then was tlje ^vent of this pious 

resignation ; what the effect of this humble de^ 

pendence upon the goodness of the Almighty ? 

^^ Stftft4 still, and go^sider.the woadrous vygrHs 

R 3 ♦* of 
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^V,of God" His ipourning was changed intel 
joy ; bis bealtlv restored ; his possiessions doubled ; 
and to complete bis happiness he lived to see ^ 
numerous oiFspripg sharers of those blessings with 
which th« bounty of God had rewarded his feitb 
and int^rity* So that, in all respects, bis latter 
end, as the sacred historian declares, was. more 
fdessed than bis beginning. 

Since then, my brethren, we havp a God who 
Is thus ever ready to save thos6 who flee unto 
him; by whose goodness we are upheld; by 
Vhose immensity of love and mercy we ^m sur*- 
rounded ; whose infinite wisdom enables him to 
plan, and whose infinite power enables him to 
execute the fittest means for our safety and hap^ 
piness ; whAt remains, but that we commit our* 
selves to his all^gracious guidance, and repose 
our souls under the shadow of his protecting 
wings ? Under all the afilictive events of Provi- 
dence, let us withdraw our minds from worldly 
helps ; let us take oflP that confidence we are apt 
to place in men ; and look up to Gckl, the rock 
of ages, in a pious hope and assurance of his 
assistance. To him we have been left ever since 
we were bom, and he has not hitherto forsaken 
us, but has preserved us in such a condition, a$ 
his wisdom thought most fitting and convenient 
for uSt tfty therefore, our past experience of 
tm directing providence beget in us a hope fop 

the 
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the future, that as h^ has thus &r conducted us 
in safety through the mazes of life, -so aUo h6 
vili still continue to be our guide unto death. 

Ex^inine thyself, therefore, O sinner, whether 
thou h^t that trust in God, which is the foun* 
dation of all comfort here, and the presage of 
Qtenial happiness hereafter? Hast thou not made 
gold thy hope, and said to the fine gold thou art 
^y confidence ? Hast thou not saiid to corrupt 
tjon, thou art my father, and to th? worm, thou 
art my mother and my sister? Hast thou not 
trusted in them who dwell in houses of clay^ 
when the terrors of God set themselves in array 
against thee ; or sought help from man, whose 
foundation is in the dust, when the arrcws of the 
Almighty made thee afraid ? Does thy heart never 
reproach thee with having forsaken God, or does 
thy conscience nevjcr accuse ^ee of despising hiSk 
D1et^cies ? Pidst thou never in prosperity overlook 
the providence that bestowed, or in adversity 
neglect the hand that inflicted it. upon thee? 
Pic^ thou never on the bed of sickness repine 
at thy Maker, or in the night of distress forget 
the Lord thy Redeemer? These, my brethren, 
are important questions, which unless a man can 
answer satisfactorily, let him not presume to call 
himself a christian, or fancy, that hq has that 
trust in God, which is the foundation of all re* 
»4 ligion* 
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ligion. PatisCy therefore,' for a few moments j' 
lay your hands upon your hearts, and Consider 
serrbiisly, ^Vhether ye are indeed possessed of this 
inestimable treasure. Delay not to trust in the 
tord, before it be too^ late; flee unto the 
Almighty for succour, whilst yet he may happily 
be found. Take for your example the saints 
and martyrs of ancient titiies, who, trusting in 

. the Lord, despised the dangers and diflSculties; 
of "this uncertain Span of life, and now through 
faith and patience inherit the promises^ To 
them pain- and <lisease, shame and reproach, 
poverty and disti^ess, nay even death itself 
appeared light and easy, as being the appoint- 
ment of that Being, in whom they trusted, that 
he would raise, them up to immortality" at the 
last day. And the' same promises, which were 
tnMt to them,' are also made to you : the same 
God, which' was » their support, shall be alsa 
your Comfort: and the same immortality, which 

. was their hope, shall also be your reward. 

But finally, my beloved, as yc imitate their 
hopes afid colifidence in God, so also be careful 
td follow those graces and virtues^ which were 
the foundation of .that hope and confidence* 
For though the Almighty be a sure anchor of 
trust and safety, amidst the waves of this 
troublesome world j yet he is so to those alone, 

whose 
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whose hands are pure, and whose hearts are un- 
defiled. Though the crown of glory be laid 
up in- the heavens, yet it is laid up for those 
alone, who fight the good fight of faith, and 
finish their CQurse witji a patient dontinuanpe ia 
well doing. ^ 

Whilst then, with hearts resigned to the divine 
will, we bow the knee to God ; whilst, with 
hopes full of immortality, we lift the eye of 
faith to heaven; let us not forget to follow 
peace on earth, and cultivate good will towards 
men. Whilst in the day of distress we stretch- 
forth our hands for help to the Father of niercies, 
let us not deny mercy to our fellow-beings; 
whilst in the hour of affliction, we implore con* 
solation from the Lord of life, let us not refuse 
comfort to those who are in misery and the 
shadow of death. 

Thus shall we be indeed fc^wers of those, 
who have gone before us in the Christian race ; 

' thus shall we be a blessing to mankind; thus 
shall we secure to ourselves a never-failing 

, support here, and at that awful moment, when 
the springs of life fail, shall b^ received into 
the everlasting arnxs of that God, in whom we 
have trusted. 

SER. 
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Luke XV, U, 12, 11 

^nd he said, A certain man had two sons. And 
the younger of them said to his father, Father^ 
gine me the portion of goods tliatfalleth to me. 
And he divided unto them his living. And not 
many days after, the younger son gathered nU 
together, and took his Journey^ into a far 
country, and there wasted his substance with 
riotous Iking. 

^* X^^ scripture," wa are told, *^ is giv^ 
-^^ by inspiration of God, and is profitable 
^* for doctrine, for reproof, i?or correction, for 
" instmction in* righteou$ness,.r And perlij^ps 
no part of scripture more eminently ^bounds 
with each of these, than the parable noKV read 
to you J which, therefore, I have made choice 
0^9 as containing useful instruction for th^ 
yottoger part pf my audieoce; that if there 

should 
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shoold he any so unfortunate as neither to be 
awed by precept, nor restrained by advice, they 
may at least be warned by example, of the fatal 
and in^vyitz^ble consequences of youthful vices 
and early debauchery. 

Nor let any one -think it strange that I sjhould 
60 frequently address myself to young persons 
from this place. Experience shews, that those 
whose minds and manners have . long been 
tainted with vice, are seldom reclaimed, till mis- 
fortune, age, or sickness, dispose them to listen 
to the sober voice of reason. .ButJthey, who are 
dther yet wholly untainted with sin, or at least 
stand . trembling on. the brink of iniquity, will 
sometimes feel the force of a well-intended 
reproof; may sometimes be taught the superior 
'beauty , of innocence and. integrity; to value the 
approbation of God more than the applause of a 
wicked companion; to think it a higher satis- 
'feetion to give joy and comfort to the declining 
years of an anxious parent, than to revel in the 
scenes of midnight pleasure, or to celebrate the 
orgies iof nocturnal debauchery; in a word, to 
think it more amiable to be the prop and conso- 
lation of age- worn infirmity, than to bring do\ra 
gray halr<^ with sorrow to the grave. — *' A cer- 
tain man had two sons.'' See here how happi- 
ness is ever entwined arid cheq^uered with misery ! 

hQW 
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Kow blessings ^.nd tsorrows are inseparable com^ 
paniop% and iattedd ^s in every stage and clr^ 
cumstance of life ! He had but two sons ; and 
yet from so snaall a number lie found a painful 
dagger planted in his heart The one was 
amiable and obedient : was every thing which a 
father's fondness could wish : who never trans- 
gr^sed his will at any time. J3ut the other, 
— painful to say ! — was a melancholy reverse of 
all this: a disobedient and dissolute child, whose 
egjrly years prognosticated nothing but afHictioa 
to his parents, and ruin and inf^piy to himself: 
who, unable to brook the necessary restraints rf 
patern?il wisdom, breaks out i^t9 the hasty and 
petulant request in th^ text^ ^* Father, grve mc 
" the portion of goods that falleth to mei" — ^Top 
oaturjal a description of ra&h and jnconisiderate 
•youthj-^He had no reason to complain, of the 
treatment he met with in his.fatheir's house: the 
good old man, lil^^ a kind parent, grajited .hi» 
request withoHt complaining, an4, received , him 
|it his return with tears orf joy;;he ipouldnot 
therefore be a harsh or churli^i father,,, ivho 
drove him 'by unnecessary severity, or undue 
restraints, to make this imprudent reqiq^t. 
Neither had the unthinking youth himself yet 
formed any designs of lewdness and debaucl^ery, 
to lead him to it He was only weary of living 
under his father's ^watcliful eye, and tired of the 
,/ ' necessary 
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necessaiy restraints imposed by th« wfsdom df 
fiper years: he thought himself wise endugh to 
ho his own manager; perhaps, too, he might 
think the life of an ancient parent protracted i 
little t6o long; he trished theirefore to b6 master 
©f his own fortune, and at liberty to persutf 
his own inclinations: he therefort cries otit, 
•* Father, give me the portion of goods that / 
•^faUe^h'tomer 

And is not this a very natural picture of the 
tisuai rashness of that inconsiderate age^ Edu- 
cated under the protection of a fstther's watchful 
care, indulged with all the fondness of a mother'* 
love^ shielded from every danger, free from every 
care, supplied with every wish of reason, no 
sooner does the unthinking youth arrive at th* 
verge of maturity, than he wants to throw oflP 
the guiding hand of authority, to have the por- 
tion of gobds that falleth to him, and to rush; 
^thout experience to guard, or prudence td 
guide hirt, into all the dangers and temptation* , 
of an untried world/ 

Is tibt this also too much the case with all of 
xis, considered as the children of our Father j 

which is in heaven? He has watched over us for . 

oui'good; he has guided our feet into the way 
of peace, by the light jof reason and the voice 

of 
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4sf consdeace ; safety and happiness a^rait m^ 
so long as we remaki under his authority her^ 
and he has promised an eternal inheritance to 
those who are willing, through faith and pa- 
tience, to inherit the promises. But the misfw- 
tune IS, we soon grow weary of living under the 
discipHne of our heavenly Parent : wie complalit 
that he has not enough consulted the desires and 
appetites of depraved nature: the laws of the 
Gospel are a restraint upon us, his command- 
ments seem grievous: we want to persiie our 
own inclinations, and live, as it is called, like 
^e rest of the worid : we therefore throw off the 
yoke of heavenly authority, and, like the yoting 
flian in the parable, cry out, *^ Give me the 
** portion of goods,'' the share of worldly plea- 
dore Of pr<^t, '' that falleth to me.'' 

And like him, too, the time which we gen©^ 
rally take to throw off the authority of God, is 
that of youth : an age, in which we most want 
knowledge and experience; an 2^, in whiclk 
we have the greatest reason to distrust ourselves; 
and not to take one step without the guidwice 
of our heavenly Father ; ah age, in which *h6 
\rot\d smiles with all its flattering charms upon 
the ripe passions of youthful desire, and there- 
Ibre m the most likely to seduce and overpower 

tht 
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the feeble strength of unsuspecting innocence 
and unconfirmed virtue. ^ - 

And let us observe what were the conse- 
quences of tl)is unguarded impatience of- re- 
straint, this excessive fondness and love of 
liberty, i^o sooner did this inconsiderate youth 
declare, that hcAvas weary of living under his 
father's direction. and authority, and wished to 
have the management of his own time and 
fortune, than his hasty and foolish wish was 
complied >yith. His father, though assured that . . 
ruin would, inevitably follow his compliance, 
yet, finding -that his form'er advice had been 
thrown away, and well kpowing the .headstrong 
violence of determined folly, consents to his 
request, and divided his living between his two 
sons, that he might give to the younger the 
portion of goods that fell to him. : • 

And in. the same manner our almighty Parent J 

deals with his unwise children. When he ^ees \ 

that we grow weiary of his service, and are ui^- 
willing to obey his laws and submit to his dis^ 
cipline, he leaves us to ourselves^ and in the. . 
hands of our own counsel; he suffers us to 
walk in the ways of our hearts, and in' the sight 
of our eyes. He might, indeed, still compel us 
to ob^y his will and own his authority : but he 
3 ^ . . will 
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Vill not be satisfied with a forced and reluctant 
service : he requires the heart, he expects a free 
, and willing obedience from us : and if we deny 
him this, he gives us our portion of goods^ 
those pomps, pleasures, and vanities of the 
woild, which we Jfcvet, and leaves us, like; the 
youthful prodigal, to waste qw substance m 
riotous living. 

But let us see what followed upon thb young 
man's obtaining his request.--*" And not many 
*' days after," says the text, " the younger jjoil 
^* gathered all togeth^^^ and took his journey 

' f* into a far country." -You see with what 

eagerness and haste he runs into the paths pf 
ruin, and seeks to be undone: for not many 

^ days passed, before he thought of leaving his 

father's house. We may observe, too, the quick 
progress and gradation of siu, when the first 

• ' breach is made, ^t first, he only proposed to 

' , have what wa$ his own, and to secure the patri- 

mony that fdl to his share. But he no sooner 

I obtained his request, than he begins to form 

new designs^ He was not content with possess- 

^ ing the portion of goods that fell to him, but he 

wants to enjoy them too. As soon as he has 

I the means of gratifying them, his passions be* 

come more turbulent and pressing. Here then 

^ is the painful struggle between a sense of duty 

VOL. II, $ anci 
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and the power of temptation, which generally 
decides the future fate^ of every young person i« 
life* Oft the one hand, his riotous passions 
push him on to debauchety ^nd esttravaganice ; 
but on the other, shame and fear restrain him. ^ 
A'father's awful presence, perhaps too ^ motfter'-i 
winning fondness,. the wise and friendly lessons 
of both inculcated in early youth, the exem- 
plary deportment of an elder brother, who 
never transgressed their commandment at any 
time, were not to be got over in a moment. 
Not daring, therefore, to give a loose to his un- 
ruly lusts at home, and wanting the virtuous 
i-esolution to subdue theni, he forms and'exe* 
cutes the • hasty design of going into a far 
country, where he should have nobokly to pry 
into or ceiisure his irregular conduct: " Hp 
.^?. gathered all together, and took his journey 
.^Mn to a far country." : 

- Can there be a more lively image of the pro- 
jgress of every young sinner? At first, he wishesr 
to remember his Creator in the days of his 
youth; at least, he has no design to go to the 
extremity of vice. He only prpposes to enjoy 
his portion of goods, to live according to his 
natural disposition, and to give a little more 
liberty to his passions than is consistent with 
the severity of age, and the strictness of parental 

authority. 



Authority. By degrees, he begins to hope there 
is no harm in doing as others do, and following 
a multitude in what are called fashionable araiise* 
ments. He flatters himself that God will not 
be extreme to mark what is done amiss, that 
the merits of Christ are extensive, that the plea 
of human iafirmity is strong, that there will be 
time enough to tepent, when the fire of youth 
has spent its rage, and, at the worst, that he is 
Hot worse than his neighbours, and therefore 
can but share the satne fate. Thus by imper- 
ceptible gradations his sins grow familiar and 
increasing, and he commits them daily with less 
scruple and remorse of conscience* 

However, the remains of religion are still for 
some time a restraint upon him. For a man 
who has been brought up in the fear of God, 
and has had a christian and f irtuous education^ 
cannot in a momait root out the good impres- 
donii he has received. His conscience will from 
time to time fly in his face, and remind him of 
those days of peace, when God was his friend, 
and innocence his companion* Perhaps, too, a 
heart-felt prayer or well-meant sermon, a lin- 
gering sickness, or the unlooked-for death of a 
companion in iniquity, may chancer to stagger 
him for a few moments, and stop him in the 
career of vice. 

s 2 Bu 
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Biit this IS. a state of violencci and therefbnr 
cannot last long. If it does not produce au 
immediate reformation, it will drive him on 
faster to ruin. If he has not the resolution to 
return to virtue, he will ;wish - to lose the sight 
of it, , which only serves to check and disturb 
him in his pleasures. Like the young man, 
therefore, in the parable, unable to beat the 
restraints of wisdom, he will tak? bis journey 
kto a fa? country : , he will forsake God's bouse 
and his utdinances, be will avoid tlie compaay 
of good men, he will turn a deaf ear to all 
advjce, he will fortify himself with the foolish 
notions of his licentious companions, he will 
laugh .at every thing sober, decent, and reli- 
gious, till his actions become correspondent to 
his principles, and he lives as if there was no 
God to see and judge his folly, noheaveato 
lose, no hell to fear. 

If there he any unfortunate hiabitual sinner 
who heai-s me this day, I appeal, aa in the pre- 
sence of God and his holy angels, to his own 
conscience, whether this be not an exact de- 
iicription of his own case? Whether his fii*st 
intention was not, only to take innocent free- 
doms, and comply Avith the customs of the 
world ? Whether, if any one had charged hiin 
with an intention of conTmitting those greater 

crimes 
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<Ttmes which are now written deep in his con* 
science, he would not have answered in the Ian* i 
'guage, though not in the sense, of Haaael, *• Is 
*^ thy servant a dog, that he should do this 
^* great sin?"/ Whether he has not, in the 
solema sUence of midnight, felt the stinging; 
reproaclies of awakened guilt; till, unable tor 
bear the sore bur^n of his sins^ he has fled for 
refuge to sottishness and stupefaction, to mid- 
night i-iot and joyleis mirth? Whether be hasr 
, not endeavoured to stifle these uneasy fedrngs 
by departing into a far country, by shunning 
cv«"y thing" serious and virtuOils, that might 
remind him . of his foHy, or check hiiti in his 
guilt? Whether he dreads not the house of his 
heavenly Father: whether the prayer of contrite 
devotion, the lessens of immortal wisdom, X\vA 
arrows of ministerial reproof, the bread of life 
which we receive in reaiembrance of a dying 
Saviour; whether all these are not so many 
daggei's to his soul, which be flies from, because 
his pain is greater than he can bear? — Suck 
then was the folly of the young man in leaving 
his father's house '; and ^ch is the folly of 
€very one who follows so.dalirgerous and fatal aii 
example! . 

. You .have seen, then, my younger brethren,^ 

the miserable consequences, which followed thig 

you^ig m4n's ^patient' luste to quit the guid-^ 

s 3 anca 
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ance and protection of a wise and experieucedl 
father. And he assured, that the same conse-^ 
quences will ever follow the rashness and indis-^ 
cretion of youth, when left to its own guidance. 
The love of liberty is indeed natural to all, and 
most of all so to the fervid impetuosity of a 
youthful mind. It i& too a glorious and com- 
mendable passion, when it is the child of order, 
and tempered with wisdom. But remember 
withal, that there is no wisdoni in breaking 
down the fences of parental authority, and 
rushing, unprepared and unprotected, into a 
dangerous world. The God that has made you, 
has appointed your parents the natural guar- 
dians of your eady years, and the proper 
judges of your conduct in life. Submit there-^ 
fore always with cheerfulness tq their wise and 
salutary directions. * Be persuaded firmly, that 
experience has taught them that wisdom which 
you want, and that natural affection will lead 
them to apply it to your advantage. And even 
'Should they in some things, — for who is always 
wise r — so far forget themselves as unwisely to 
mistake your interest, or rashly misjudge your 
conduct; yet still there is a reverence due to 
them, which a good child will never forget 
He will rather wish to overlook the conduct he 
cannot approve, and, liHe the pious sons of 
Noah, with averted eyes, to cover the failures of 
parental infirmity Avith the veil of filial respect* 

But, 
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Btit, at the same time, t^member, that it is 
much more likely that you should form a wrong 
judgment of their conduct^ than that they should 
either mistake or misguide yours. It will there- 
foie become you, on the one hand, not to enter- 
tain harsh suspicions against them on slender 
grounds, nor, on the other, to rely on the su- 
periority of your own discernment without the 
strongest grounds. 

And as it is your duty, as it is your interest, 
not to throw off the guidance of your earthly 
parents, so it is of still more importance not to 
reject the government of your heavenly Father. 
— Ther£ cannot be a greater curse than to be left 
to yourselves. You have seen this in, the case 
of the young man in the text, and you will soon 
feel it in yourselves, if you are rash enough to 
^nake the experiment. Your temptations are 
strong, and your nature is weak : the heart is 
cormpt, passion is blind. They are therefore 
unfit guides ; they will lead you far out of the 
road of happiness. The God who made you is 
alone able to guide you. Beware therefore of 
offending or deserting him. Rather submit your- 
selves wholly to his will and pleasure, and pray 
learnestly for his Holy Spirit in all things to direct 
and rule your hearts. 

s 4 Lastly, 
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Lastly, Consider how much better it is to 
serve God from your youth up, than to be at last 
compelled to return to him in the decline of life^ 
laden with sin and infirmity, after tasting the 
bitter husks of misery and humiliation. Re- 
member therefore youi' Creator in the days of 
youi* youth, and devote to his service the un- 
tainted bloom of innocence, which is the noblest 
sacrifice you can offer. Resolve never to forfeit 
the glorious privilege of being bom in the house 
of God, and under th^ blessed covenant of re- 
demption from sin : rather let it be your first 
care to make the best use of that advantage, by 
preserving the good seed sown in your hearts. 
Read therefore the written word of God, medi- 
tate on the great works of his divine power in 
the dispensations of nature and providence, aiid 
hearken to his voice, when he speaks to you by 
your conscience, by his ministers,, or the powerful 
language of divine gi-ace. So will you see your 
goods prosper upon the earth ; so will your faith 
and piety increase with your increasing years } 
and after Imving been a comfort to your parents 
and an ornament to religidn in this world, ,you 
will one day be received into everlasting habita* 
tions, at the righjt hand of your Father which is 
in heaven. 



SER- 



SERMON XXXIX. 



Luke XV. 13 — 15. 

Jtnd he took his journey into a far country ^ and 
4here wasted his substance with riotous livings 
And when he had spent ally tkef*e arose a mighty 
famine in that landy and he began to be in zvant 
And he went and Joined himself to a citizen of 
that country^ and he sent him into hisjieldsy i^ 
feed swine. And he would fain have Jille/l hii 
belly with the husks that the swine did eat, and. 
710 man gave unto him. 

OT. Paul, reproaching the Romans with the 
^ shameftil irregularity of their past conduct^ 
^^eiy justly asks them, *^ What fruit had ye thea 
" hi those things, whereof ye are now ashamed r" 
And the same question ma}', with equal justice, 
be asked of every imprudent and abandoned 
sinner. And what the true answer to this ques- 
tion must ever be, let the woeful experience of 
the ywmg man in m)^ text declare, whase ira* 
prudent conduct I have on s| former occasion en- 
7 deavoured 
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deavoured to describe to you in plain and artiest 
language, to deter the young and unthinking 
from persuing the dangerous paths of error and 
yum. So long as he remained under the guidance 
lof a wise a^nd kind father, and foUovfod the piaith 
of his duty, he was happy, because he was inno- 
cent : but no sooner did he shake off the yoke 
of parental authority, and abandon himself to 
debauchery, than distress and shame followed, 
and he was reduced to the lowest state of poverty 
and misery : for, as the Apostle well adds> ^\ the 
*^ end of those things is death/' 

It appears that this unhappy young man set 
HO bounds to his youthful excesses.- For the 
word made use of in the original * to describe 
his conduct, is expressive of the most aliandoned 
debauchery and extravagance. , And of what 
kind this deba^chery and extravagance was, we 
ve told by his elder brother, who reproaches him 
vith " baying devoured his living with harlotsw" 
Here then we see the fatal rock, upon which the 
virtue of unguarded youth is ever in danger of 
being shipwrecked. Captivated by the syren 
tongue of beauty, and ensnared by the woman 
^' which foi-saketh the guide of her youth and 
** the covenant of her God," be soon forgot all 
tlie instructive lessons of an aged father, and the 

• AcUTbfgf ■ ^ 

improving 
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Icnproving example of a faultless elder brother. 
Lost to his country, lost to his friends, to his 
interest, to every thing tliat was manly, wise, 
and virtuous, he slumbered on nn, the lap of 
pleasure, till the voice of distress awaked him to 
shame and remoi-se ; — to tell him that he had 
spent his all; — that the gripe of famine was ready 
to seize him, and to bring him down to the 
chambers of death. 

In the fate of this unthinking prodigal, then, 
let every young man see, as in a glass, the un- 
avoidable consequences of lawless lust and lin- 
governed passion. Let him be assured from the 
experience of all ages, that there is not a surer, 
' there is not a more direct road to absolute ruin, 
and that the wise king of ][srael spake the lan^ 
guage of unerring truth, when he said, that 
*' }iy means of a whorish woman a man is brought 
*' to a piece of bread." Suffer me therefore to ^ 
addiress you all in the affectionate language of 
the same wise king, ^f Hearkea unto me nour 
** therefore, O ye children, and attend to tho 
*^ %vords of my mouth- Let not thine heart 
^^ decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. 
^^ For her house is the way to hell, going down 
^* to the chambers of death," And here I can- 
not but take occasion to remark, and at the 
same time sincerely to lament;^ that mass of folly 
^ and 
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and obscenity Mfhich is circu.lated through cveiy 
part of tiie kingdom in indecent prints and pub- 
lications, replete with danger and ruin to 'the 
youthful part of both sexes. For sure I am^ 
that nothing can tend more fatally to inflame the 
passions and corrupt the minds of young per- 
sons» and prepare them for the coramissiou of 
every species of destructive debauchery. And 
at the best, had they no worse tendency, even 
the most harmless of them fill the mind with 
frivolity, enervate the powers of the understand- 
ing, and generate an unap^ness in young nrinds 
to apply to what is serious, manly, and best de- 
serving of attention and regard. 

But let us proceed in our history of thjs in* ^ 
considerate prodigal — '' When he had spent all^ 
** there arose a mighty famine in that lanc^ and 

•' he began to be in want.*' 

' I \ ^ 

See here the mistaken folly of youthful minds ! 
Wlien they fimt enter upon the career of vice, ' 
they think that it is strewed with pleasures^ with 
tlie rose-buds of the spring, and will reward them 
for the loss of their iDuoccnce by a thousand 
eigoyments. ButJiow gieat and fatal is the mis- 
take! The procligal thought that in a i^emote 
country, far lirom the uitruding eye of censure, 
and the painful restraint of parental autljority, 
; .. he 
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he should enjoy an uninterrupted flow of happi- 
nessr. But he soon found that his hopes were 
visionary,.: and his cxpec^d enjoyments " hke 
*' a dream when one awaketh:" but that the 
misery which surrounded him was real ; that he 
was exposed, friendless and deserted, to the sul>- 
stantiai evils of hunger and thirst, and nakedness* 

And is not the case the same ^with those, who, 
quit the house of their heavenly Father, in per-, 
suit of worldly happiness ? How many are there, 
who have lived at ease under God's protecting 
care,, who, were plentifully fed with the bread of 
his word, admitted to his table, and treated as 
the children of his love, but, by unhappily de- 
parting from him, have lost all tliese privileges, 
have fallen into spiritual want and poverty of 
soul, and have lingered otit their miserable lives 
in a total neglect of all religious duties, and in a 
sottish ignorance of the way to happiness ? To 
these unhappy inea. we may justly apply what 
I«aiali says to the unenlightened heathens, who 
sought for that true happiness in the writings of 
their philosophers, which is to be found in God 
alone: — *^ Wherefore do ye spend money for 
" that which is not bread, and your labour for 
" that which satisfieth not? Hearken diligently 
■ ' unto me, and eat that which is good, and let 
'' your soul delight itself in fatness/'— In short, 

it 
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it is. only by obeying God and continuing in Irfi 
house, that we can find the true bread of life^ 
vhich Cometh down froth heaven. So long as 
Tire continue there, we find peace of Conscience, . 
sia.tisfa6li0n of mihdi the pardon of our sins, and 
eternal happiness: but the moment we depart 
from it, like the rash prodigal, we fall into misery 
and want, — misery and want of all th^ greatest^ 
:>— the misery of a guiljty conscience, and the 
want of God's comfort and protection. 

When the prodigal was reduced to this dis-* 
ttessful situation, " he went," says our Saviourji 
** and joined himself to a citizen of that country^ 
•* and he sent him iato his fields to feed swine/'' 
—Such is ever the behavipur of profligate young 
men* When their vices and follies have bro»ught 
them to a state of wretchedness, instead of taking 
the wise course of repentance and reformation, 
they seek out for new expedients to support 
them in their desperate! courses ; they join them- 
selves to companions more wicked than them- 
selves, and submit to the basest arts of dishonesty 
and meanness. 

Such too is the behaviour of us all, in respect 
to our great Master in heaven. We think, if we 
can but keep at a distance from God, and return 
no more to the yoke of religion, tljat we have 

gained 



1 



SERMON XXXIX. S7l 

»^ined our point, and are in a state of perfect 
fteedom. We consider not, that by leaving God 
and submitting to world!y lusts, we have for- 
saken a master whose service is perfect freedofm^ 
to be slaves to those hard and dreadful tyrants^ . 
the world, tlie flesh, and the devil ; who will put 
tis to basest and vilest employments, and, in ous 
Saviour's phrase, will send us out into the field 
to feed swine. 

Lastly, To put the finishing strpke to; the pro-» 
digal's wretchedness, *' he would fain have filled 
" his belly with the husks that the swine did 
"eat, and no mangave unto him." — Miserable 
state of humiliation indeed ! for him who wa« 
born to a plentiful fortune, and educated under 
all the tenderness of an iiidulgent parent, to 
envy the very food of those vile animals, and to 
find no man charitable enough to appease his 
hunger ! But such is ever the end of sin and 
folly. As our wickedness increases, our misery 
increases with it. We may promise to ourselves 
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of 
them too; but > so long as we remain in a fer 
country, so long as we are strangers to God and 
religion, we shall find nothing but disappoint- 
nient and woe ; we shall covet the vile husks of 
sensual pleasures, and shall at last find no man 
i to give them unto us ; instead of enjoyment, we 

V shall 
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shall find a broken constitutioa and nuued for- 
tune, a guilty conscience and an offended God. 

From what has been said we may learn, that 
i|Othing is more sliameful and debasing than sin. 
It is contrary to the dignity and excellence of 
our nature, and that glory ^vhich God has re* 
served for us. For why has he given us an un- 
derstanding to know him, laws to direct our con* 
duct, a will to obey them, and an immgrtal soul 
capable of everlastinjg happiness, but with a dc*: 
sign to make us holy and happy, to deliver us 
Jwm the miseries of sin, to lead us to ,an imita* 
tion of his virtues, and to reward us with an- 
" inheritance incorruptible, ilndefiled, and that 
*^ fadeth not away." This wasi doubtless the end 
which God proposed to himself in placing us in 
the world, and revealing himself ta us u the 
Gospel ; and we ought to omit nothing to pre- 
serve such inestimable privileges. But if we give 
up ourselves to sin, it will deprive us of all these 
high honoui-s and dignities, it will degrade us 
from that rank to which God has raised us, dis- 
figure that glorious image which Christ came to 
renew in us, and reduce us to all the baseness of 
degenerate and corrupt nature, — to the husks of 
sordid and irrational swine. 



We 
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\Ve tnay, secondly, from hence Iqatnj that sin 
IS likewise the source of numberless troubles, 
miseries* and distres?esj which, sooner or later, 
never fail of being the portii3n of those, who 
follow its guidance^ The world, indeed, and 
especially the younger part of it> have a different 
way of thinkings They promise themselves a 
thousand pleasures in the indulgence of their 
passions. But this is only the effect of ignorance 
and youthful inexperience: reason, and maturer 
age will teach them a veiy different lesson. We 
are all of us indeed apt to form too favourable ^n 
opinion of vice, from seeing the wicked too 
eftei^ apparently happy in the world. But this 
is one of .those false judgments, into which we 
are led by the imperfection of our nature, which 
sefes not beyond the surface of things; — Could 
we strip the sinner, however prosperous, of all 
disguise ; . could we, . like the Almighty, search 
: into his heart, and see what passes within 5 could 
we be witness to the fears, inquietudes, and 
anxieties, which wound his soul, which make 
him start and look pale at midnight 5 . we should 
soon chatige pur opinion, and conclude, in the 
language of the prophet, " There is no peace to 
V the wicked*" 

. But though we cannot see the hearts of others,; 
ij^e may at least see our own, and there read the 
'^ VOL. jr. X fate 
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fate Off giiilt. Lookback, therefore, jnto'your 
own brdfeists, atkd say, whether upon the comj- 
mission of kny bid action, you have not felt k 
j>ain and sha«tte, whi<::h no pleasure oan compent 
*at^, ho tiiYie can healr' Say> ye whose con«- 
^ciefndts mite bitter things against yo^> whether 
iiny enjoyment Odii Wake up the loss of your ki<- 
nocence ? whethfer yt do hot look Imck with ye* 
gret upon those day«> \vhen yoM sduli were whit* 
• and spotless, and wish that you could recall those 
ln<^ine<its, when innocfence was your companion 
tod God your friend ? And what you ffeel in 
yourselves as the consecjuewces of guilt, be^^Uisured 
that every other sinnel- feeb, let. his Outwtird ap^ 
peafance or deinean^r be What it wiH. 

But after all, should we ^low that^thei^e is the 
greatest pleasure and ^tKlfaCtion in sin ; yet it 
tB^ n6ver mskt anieads for those eternal tnise-* 
fies, >^hich all the workers dF iniquity will oiidk. 
Aiy suffer. They cannot forget, if they wduld^ 
that '' the wages of sin is death ;" nqt only that 
temfm^d death, wliichtliey are h4s*eniiig oh by 
their debaucheries ^md e^tcess^ but death eternal. * 
Th^ e^iinot fiorget, that imceasing torment v 
and the blackness of darkness await them fof 
evermore. Little, therefore, will it avail them, 
tfcit they have ^^njoyed^^tlie'jte^sures of sin for a 
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season^ If they must at last pay for tbem tkit 
heavy price laf cCernai coadenmatiom. 

If, therefore, my youBg iiiends, you would 
avoid tfie misery and ditressee of the prodigal 
$0h, flee those vices which brought them trpon 
Irifm,* — ^a disobedience to .parental authority, an 
indulgence id youthful his^s, and rfotous living; . 
You have^ on the one hand, every possible iii* 
ducement to fear God and keep his command- 
ments ;-^your own credit and success in the 
irmld, the comifort of your family and friends^ 
a;nd the hopes of .eternal salvation. And, oii tlte 
pther band, what 4« there wanting to deter you 
feom the ways .of sin ? What can be added to 
the displeasure of Grpd and the conten^pt of man, 
the certainty of ppesent shame and futuretnisery ^ 
Ff th^e are not sufficient, Tam wjH be every 
ether arg»meot. It only remains for tne to com- 
mit you to thfe mercy 4f fhat all-^werful Being, 
who is able in a moiYi^ent .to tm^ the hearts of 
the disdbedient, to the M^isdom of the Just, when 
eiscsiy iiuman hop^ and j^fCort fails of success. 

Think not, however, that I mean to tie you 
down to tlie impossible task of a sinless obedi- 
ence : No : to sin and to suffer are the two un- 
avoidable conditions of humanity; and we must 
ijea^P;t;o^ jbp men before we can cease to be poor 
T % and 
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and miserable sinners^ The wisest of us all b^* 
much to be, forgiven : and yours especially is an 
age ever accompanied with levity and indis- 
cretion. But the God, who made lis, knoweth 
whereof we are made, and remembereth that we 
are but du$t : He will not therefore require frond 
you the spotless purity of angels : — the worai 
cannot reach the strength of the lion, nor the 
snail contend in swiftness with the eagle. 

But though we must be sinners, it is not ne- 
cessary that we should be wHful and habitual 
sinners. All, therefore, I wish to recommend 
to you, is, to make religion and virtue the great 
principle and line of your duty through life. 
Upon them fix the plan of your conduct, and, 
as far as humanity will allow, endeavour to exe- 
cute it And then though in somethings ye 
jnay offend, and though in other? ye may be ex- 
posed to the unmerited ^ensure and condemna- 
tion, of the world ; yet God, who seeth your 
' hearts, and knoweth the intentions and integrity 
of them, will one day justify you before nxen 
and angels. 
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Luke xv. 17—20. 

And wkm he came to himself ^ he said^ Haw many 
hired servants of my father have bread enough 
and to sparCy and I perish with hunger ! I will 
arise and go to my father^ a?id will say unto 
hinty Father, I have sinned against heceven and 

1 before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy son ; make me as one of thy hired servants. 
And he ariose, and came to his father. 

I HAVE on former occasions represented to 
you the precipitatP folly of the prodigal in 
leaving his father's house, and the heavy miseries 
which befel \\\m in consequence of it. My pre- 
sent business shall be to exaniine, what use hp 
piade of his. afflictions ; that every young liber-» 
tine, who begins to see the error of his ways^^ 
ipay, by his example, learn what course he ought 
to take to wash out his sins, and regaia the f^-' 
vour of his Ggd, 

1 9 And 
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And fii^st, *^ He came to himself." He was 
not therefore himself before. He awaked as out 
of a deep sleep or lethargy ; he arose, as it were> 
from the dead, and was restored to new life. 
This is a just description of the state of a sinner. 
He is buried in a lethargic sleep ; he is dead to 
reason and virtue ; lie has no |ense of God and 
religion. And under this image flagrant sinnera 
are frequently repi'esented Jn the 6ospel. Thus 
St. Paul, . speaking of the Ephesians before their 
conversion to Christianity tells them, '* Ye were 
f ^ dead in trespasses and'.sins," And agreeably 
to this, the work of repentance is called an 
aw.aking out of sle^p, a sort of resurrection from 
the grave :— *' Awake, thoii that sleepest ; arise 
*< from the dead, and Christ shall give tfiee 
*** light." 

Ajgain. V He came to himself:" he recovered 
the use of his reason and understanding; he was 
restored to spiritual life. The young and incon- 
siderate think it not so ; but kt the wiser voice 
of age and experience tell them, what they will 
one day find to be true, that sin is a statg of 
madness ; it is a contradiction to all reason and - 
wisdom ; it is giving .up the enjoyments of a 
man for the pleasures of a brute : it is exchang- 
ing health for sickness : it is buying a momen^ 
tary enjoyment at the expence of an eternity of 
' \ - . . pain. 
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fialti. Can there be greater madness ? Can tbero 
he stronger proof of the decay of reason ? No^ 
thing. tlierefore but a kind of miracle can rev 
cover the sinner from this deplorable state o^ 
phrtn^y. That God, who opens the eyes of thoL 
blind and the ears of the d?af, can alone i-emova 
the mists of elouded reason. And when he i$ 
pleased to do this, by sickness or ^fflictioo, hy 
the voice of conscience qv the terrors of impends 
ilig judgmeafe, then the sinner comes to hixuself > 
the dead man rises, aad begins to shew signs, ctf 
life ; the poor madman recovers his reason,, ftld. 
sees the circle of folly, in which his days have 
passed: Here thea- is the, first ^ep tq ^ y ?qo vqry. 
But let him nc* thipk, that this. doming to hijoat 
"ielf consists iq a superficial review :of his psscst 
life, or a few slight reflectimis upon his present 
condition. There are ,many, indeed, wha think 
they ai« come to themselves, if they niake son>9 
general i-eflections upon their conduct, are Sftli'jf 
for their irregularities, and resolw to be httb^f 
if they can, for the future. ^ I wo^id .^ot "difl-r 
courage any man in his design ai j^^turning tp 
God : even the dawnirigs of repentance are bett^ 
than the inveteracy a£ unfef ling guilt : but hi 
no man deceive himself ^ith this general and 
fiuperficial sort of repentance. To come to him^ 
gelf to any pulrpose, a man must cail) his ways to 
remembrauce carefully and dil^ently : he mujtt 
T i consider 
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consider his former course of life, and compart 
it with the unerring touchstone of the word of 
God ;' he must not judge of his conduct lightly, 
or ask how it will appe^ in ^he sight of niei^ 
like himself; but how it will appear, naked an4 
undisguised, before a just God, at the last great 
dayi he must therefore i^earch into tb? secret 
corners of his heart, he niust drag forth to view 
every secret and lurking iniquity, he must marl; 
every deviation from duty, and endeavour also; 
where he roots out a vice, to plant 21 virtue iq 
its ropm, 

This is the true work of repentance.' Let m© 
not, however, be understood, that these precau^ 
tions are at. all times necessary, or required ' 
equally from all nien. If there he a happy few, 
fi^ho, like the eldest son in the parable, have 
cpntinued iu their fathers house, and never 
transgressed his will at any time ; who hav^ 
nothing to charge themselves with but sins of 
infirmity, ignorance, or surprize ; to them the 
WDrfe of repentance certainly lies in a narrower 
coin pass, and is attended with less pain and 
reinorse. But the prodigal, whose life has been , 
attended with a long succession of iniquities, 
must pass through all the bitter stages of con^ 
tritiqn, if he ever hopes to ^fte the sweet fruits 
of a quiet conscience and a reconciled God; 

the 
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Ihc assurance of forgiveness, and the hopes of 
ioimortality. 

The first thing which comes into the mind of 
the iprodigal, after his coming to himself, is the 
peace and plenty he once enjoyed in his fathers 
lieiKse^' — '"'How many hired servatits/V^ays he, 
" qf my father have bread enough and to spare/ 
*^ and I perish with hunger !" — Hitherto he 
had felt no regret for leaving his father ; he 
5vas happy in having got his liberty, in having 
no spy upon his actions ; in giving a loose to all 
Jii^/ youthful and wicked inclinations: but 
hunger and thirst are friendly monitors ; naked- . 
jiei^ and famine are kind instructors, When^ 
thierefore, he found himself exposed to the winds 
and rain of heaven, and pierced by the sharp 
cravings qf an unsatisfied appetite, he comes to 
Jiimself ; his eyes are opened, and the film of 
^rror removed, He calls to mind the tenderness 
pf an ipd\ilge|jt father ; he compares the happy 
hours he had spent under his protecting roof^ 
where eveiy wi$h of reason was isupplied; with 
those ?orro>vful days he was now lingering out 
in poverty, idisgrjice, apd servitude. And, in 
thp midst of these reflectipi}s, he could- not 
forbear envying the lot of his father's very 
servants, who, under the government of a mild 
^nd gentle m^ter, enjoye^i every accom^nqd^- 

tiou 
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iion which the necessities^ of nature reqtiire^!' 
whilst he was denied the very husks which the 
swine did eat: — " How many hired servants of 
♦* iny fether have bread enough and to spare,^ 
*^ and I perish with hunger !'* 

Cao there be a more natural reflection to^htw 
«s^ what passes in the soul of an habituarsinner, 
when be first begins to be sensible of his f#Hy? 
So long as lie is blinded by his passions and sur^ 
rcmnded M^ith pleasures, he neither thinks of 
Ood nor bewails the loss of the riches of his 
boHse, the pleasures and advantages of religion. 
But let sickness seize h Jm, or adversity begin to 
rain afflictions upon his unsheltered head, the* 
ftll these things rush into his mind : then grief^ 
shame, and anguish of heart succeed, the de* 
ceitful calm of sin : then he remembers the khid^ 
ness and promises of his heavenly Fatlier ; be 

^ calls to mind those happy hours which he spent 
ins his house, when he made Che law of God his 
<lelight, when he was fed with the bread of 

' angels at his altar, and joined in the fellowship 
of saints. — ^* Those blessed days,*' will the re* 
turning sinner cry, " are now past and gone! 
How therefore is my^ soul perplexed, and iny 
conscience tormented ! What difference do I 
now find between the state which I once knew; 
and that in which I now am \ Blessed are they 
♦ ^ . that 

7 
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tfiat dwell* ui thy house, and blessed is the mans 
that putteth his trust in thee 1 The meanest of 
thy servants enjoy more peace and satisfaction 
than I have done in following all the corrupt 
incUnatfons of my heart I thought by de- 
parting from thee, that I should bare found 
liberty and happiness ; but my hopes were 
founded upon a broken reCd, which has pierced 
my.spuL Who then will restore that peace an4 
innocence, which I have lost by my foily? 
What can speak comfort to ray wounded soul? 
Who will assure me, that God has not forsakeii 
jrjp for ever^ and will be no more entreated?'* - 

Hearken, thou desponding smner, to thf; 
voice of the returning prodigal, and from his 
e^^ample Icai-n M^^om: — '' Father, I have sinned 
^* against heayen and before thee^ and am not 
f* w^orthy to.be called thy ^on." He does not 
now' think of returning to his friends and com- 
panions, or to his vices^ but to his offended 
father/ He had tried the folly of every other 
expedient, and therefore felt the necessity of 
this. Nor wa$ his determination the hasty re- 
solve of disappointed wickedness or jaded sea- 
, , ipuality, but the result of conviction.; after he 
\ came to himself, and knew that there was nq 
peace to the wicked. He therefore makes no 
^elay^ but executes instantly the wise resolution^ 
■•' " ■ hi 
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he had formed : ** I will arise/' say* he, *' and 
I *\ go to my father. And he arose, and came to 

j '' his fatl^er.'* 



The sinner, therefore, must not only come to 
himself^ but he must also resolve to forsake his 
wicked courses, and immediately put his resolu-j 
tions in execution. His must be the. language 
of David, "I made haste, and prolonged not 
** the time to keep thy commandments.'* His 
heavenly Master invites him in those endearing 
words, *' Come unto me, all that travel and arc 
" heavy laden, and I will give you rest:" he 
must, therefore, accept the invitation without 
delay r he must arise and go to Christ, 

The prodigal, we see, lost no time in execute 
ing the plan he had formed : he did not suffer 
his intentions to flag, oi: pretend to wait for a 
more convenient season. Neither the distance 
of the way, nor the hazard of the journey, nor 
the weakness of an emaciated body, nor the un- 
certainty of success, could abate his zeal, or 
shake his determined purpose: he loses not a 
moment, but begins his journey, as soon as he 
had formed the design of taking it. And in 
this he acted wisely: for had he suffered tht 
warmth of resolution to cool, he might for ever 
h;^vc lost thq fi'uit of those good desires, which 

God 
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God had put into his heart* Time and custom 
would have reconciled him to sin, and he would 
have grown callous and insensible to shame and 
remorse* 



Let this, therefore, serve as a reproof to those^ 
who are moved with tlie same wise thoa^ts 
and desires, but neglect to put them in prac^ 
tice; who imprudently let all those gracicrtii 
opportunities slip, which a God of mercy offers 
them, of returning into the ways of righteous* 
ness. Great is the number of those, who ^y 
Vith the prodigal in the parable, " I will arise 
'" and go to my father :" but their misfortune 
is, they stop here: they have always some excuse 
at. hand, to put off the* execution of their 
design : they dismiss their good intentions with 
the language of Felix to Paul, *' Go thy way 
** for this time; when I have a more convenient 
^" season, I will call for thee.*' Sometimes they 
plead the difficulty of conquering those evil 
habits, which have taken deep root in their 
hearty for many years : sometin\es that trouble 
vend vexation, which they foresee a change of 
Jifc will cost them: sometimes they are with-^ 
4iekl by shame, lest they should become the ridi- 
cule of their former companions in iniquity; 
iand most generally a false trust in Odd s mercy, 
and a dangerous persuasion> that it will.be soon 

enougk 
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jBiiougt to retura to him at th^hitei chft Of 
their, life, supports thetii in the tcar^er of folly; 
Thtis they have always ^ome preteoce for de- 
laying that necessary work, which they cam 
never begin too soon. And to these fatal ex- 
i^uses. it is owkig, I fear, that many a srell-mean- 
ing man, who seriously intended to begin the 
work of repentance, but unhappily put it off 
from day to day, is now lamenting his misery, 
amidst the flames that qannot be' qui^ched : foij 
by deferring, repentance from day to day, zeil 
grows weak, aad habitual sins strong. 

/The sinner says, like the prodigal, ** I will 
** arise and go to my fathpr;" I will forsake 
»y love of the world, my 'drunkenness, pride; 
Jiatred, maKce, and all my carnal lusts: hnU 
alas ! procrastination . .too soon steals away the 
powers of resolution, and he slides insensibly 
intJo his former habits : insteadi thertfoi^, of the 
jisweet fruits ofi^nitence, gloomy fear aod anxious 
terror rack the squI with nightly and h/ourly ap^ 
jii^heBsions ; vice and (desperation pecpiipy ih^ 
»fareast> which might have been the k)vely Abode 
jrf virtue, with all her train of godlike >p]easui«s^ 
and, at length the unhappy aiauer, in vain liflS* 
ing up his hands to heaven for a con^tinuaince of 
that miserable existence, which lie knows not 
iiow to endune, yet feau-s to quit, falls surrounded 

— with 
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^th those chains of sin, which his folly £rst 
rfoigedy dnd his feeble effort; are now unable to 
Jbreak asanden 

The wise sailor will learn to shun the .rock ott 
nvhifh otteps iiave split— Let thetcinisfortuney 
^therefore, be our ^vaTning. . If any of us liaw 
Unhappily J^len into the snare of stn,.let us i\at 
dday the precious hours of repentance, but 1^ 
$is rather seek the Kof d, m hiist happily he may 
be found, and call upon him, whilst he i^ o^a* 
Be our's the decent and humble language of the 
Tcturning prodigal, ** Father, I have sinned 
^^ against heaven and before thee, .and am no 
** more worthy to he called thy son," And 
then let a« not dowbt of the kind reception of 
the 8attie prodigal: — ^* When he was yet 
** a great way ofl^ his fetlier saw him, and 
^^ had compassion on hini, and fell on his 
^^ lieck,' and kissed him. A|k1 he said to his 
^* wrv«Hts, Bring forth tfie best robe, and put 
^^ it on 4iim^ and put a ring on his hand, and 
^ shoos on bis ffe^, and bring hither the £Uted 
^^ d£ilf 4ind kill it, and let us eat and be merry.*' 
What an^ififecting picture is this of the tender- 
ness of the good old man ! He knew too well 
tii#4li.discr6lfon of his son, and felt every coni^ 
feeqUrftice -which that indiscretion had brought 
tt^n him. Y^ft, upon his i^turn »nd -acknowi 
Jtdgtnent of his offences, how readily does all 

the 
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-jthe patent break forth - in expressions df lovg 
itnd affection I He does not reproach him with 
his past follies, or remind him of the differemt 
conduct of his elder brother ; he does not insi- 
^Huate harsh Suspicions of the. sincerity of his 
.present repentance, or distrust the integrity of 

.his future conduct;, but willing to believe that 
his sorrow was real, and his contrition the reswlt 

A of conviction, he instantly prepares every mark 
of honour 4nd festivity, which could testify the 
most unfeigned joy* , 

See, theti, ^e^ who havcainhajipily, by your 
vices or follies alienated from .you the. love and 
protection of your parents, how easy is the 
return to their favour^ if ye are not wanting to 
yourselves. Acknowledge but your indiscre- 
tions ; give but the slightest proofs of your re- 
formation ; and they will ioon feel all the. melt^ 
ings of pity and love rushing into their hearts : 
, for the cords of parental love are too strong ever 
. to be broken. There . is always, something 
within^ which will plead for, you. more .forcibly 
than the strongest language of ^loqpence : there 
are ten thousand circumstances, perhap^s to an 
. indifferent eye of little moment, whichj can 
iever be forgotten, which will insqre to : you. a 
^u-elcome reception, if you can only.resojve to 
make the experiment of returning back to the 

, duty 
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iiuly you have dfeserte^d. Even whilst you dre 
Jyet a great way off, they have crompassion oil 
. yon, and wish niost earnestly to fall on your neck 
Sind kisi you D&ny them not, therefore, by k 
fcontinilahce ih your follies, S6 great and trans- 
porting a pleasure ; but 'return back t6 the pro- 
tectiilg arms of your nsltutal guardians arid 
mos't assured friends, tiefoVe it be too late. It 
is yet in your power to give joy and comfort to 
tfeeir declining age : it is yet In your power to 
gild the evening of theff days With light and 
Warmth, arid lo make Ihem set i*ri peabe and 
pleasur^. But should you tleglec^ the' present 
'opportunity, you will soori hav6 mdch to burdeA 
ybiir cotisc^ence arid embitter yoiir future hours : 
you will Ibring doWn their grey hairs with 
l5orrow,—lhe sharpest 6f all liiimah sorrow, — to 
their gi^ave : knd when their eyes are clbsed in, 
'death, with what anguish will yoti reflect bii 
your past lindUtifulriess ; with what earnestness 
will you wish that you coiild recall them back 
to eaVtli, to testify yaiir Vepentarice to them^ 
'and to \v\pe away the tear of sorrow frOm theii* 
'afflicted cheeks ? — And should it be your owii 
lot hereafter to have the honourable name Of 
parent, think, with what anguish must you for 
ever look down upon your own children : for 
should they prove disobedient and ungrateful, 
how must you feel the just punishment of your 
\0L. tt; u - own 
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own disobedience inflictied by their hands ; an4 
should they, on the contrary, prove virtuous anij 
amiable, how must it wound your heart to reflect, 
that you cruelly deprived your own parents of 
so unspeakable a satisfaction as you now^ feel^ 
that of seeing 9, beloved child grow up in th^ 
fear of God, in dutiful obedience to his parentS| 
and in the fcve and esteem of jnankind. 

Lastly, Let us all renjembgr, that in the same 
manner our Father which is in heaven will act 
to every returning sinnet : h? will forget their 
former provocations, .^and their iniquities he will 
remember no more : whilst they are . yet a great 
way oiF, he will dra^w nigh to them, and prevent, 
them with his grace : he will have compassion 
on their weakness, and receive them with every 
mark of fatherly kindness and forgiveness : he 
will honour them iii the sight of merj and 
angels, and call forth all those expressions of joy, 
which are in heaven over one sinner that re- 
penteth : lastly, his will be the affectionate lan- 
guage of the father in the parable, *^ it was meet 
** that we should make merry and be glad ; for 
*^ this my son was dead, and is alive again; he 
** was lost, and is found." 
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Luke viii. 4 — 7. 



YVken rHuch people xibete gathered together^ and 
were come to him out of ex}ery city^ he spake by 
a parable ': A sower went out to smo his seed : 
And as he smedy somejdl by the way-side; and 
it was trodden down, and the Jowls of the air 
"ieooared it. And some fell upqn a rock ; and 
As soon as it was sprung up, it Withered away, 
because it lacked moisture. And sontc fell 
among thorns ; and the thorns sprang up with 
it and ehoaked it. 

THE leading characteristics of the stile of 
the sacred writings are majesty and simpK* 
city : the one suited to the dignity of -their 
divine author and the Importance of the subjects 
contained in them, the other adapted td th^ 
temper and understanding of men, of all de* 
\ grees, for whoso advantage and instruction they 
were written, 

V 2 Thesa 
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These great characteristics are no where more 
conspicuous, than in those parables, which were 
made use of by our Saviour, to convey to the 
assembled multitudes, in a more striking and 
forcible manner, the >veighty and interesting 
truths of religion. The subject of them is lofty 
and sublime, becoming the lips" of him, wha 
spake as never man spake : but the stile of them 
is simple and familiar; peculiarly fitted to en- 
gage the attention and reach the hearts of those, 
to whom they were addressed. We cannot, there- 
fore, wonder, that '* all the people ' were very 
'^ attentive to hear him," or, as it is er.pressed 
in another* place, tltet -^^ the common people 
*' heard him gladly." 

The short stories too, on which our Saviour's 
parables are gt-ounded, are no less engaging, than 
the style of them is happily pleasing and in$truc- 
tive. Does he wish to represent to us the un- 
avoidable confusion of good and evil men, in 
the present life, and tlie different fates which 
await them hereafter ; how naturally does he set 
before our eyes the iningled tares and com, the 
necessity of suffering both to grow together till 
the harvest, when the wise husbandman will 
order the one to be gathered into his barn, and 
the other to be burnt Avith unquenchable fire ! 
Docs he wish to describe to us the. miraculous 

propagation 
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propagation of the .Gospel, in the hands of a 
few fishermen, and under every, possible seeming 
disadvajntage ; hov^ fitly does he compare it to a 
grain of mustard-seed, in appearaace small and 
contemptible, yet soon springing up into a tree, 
and affording shelter to the birds of the air in its 
-^vide and umbrageous branches ! Doe3 he wish 
to impress upon the minds of his hearers, the 
rashness t and precipitancy of youth, the misery 
ever consequent upon sin, and the readiness of 
his divine father to receive returning .criminals to 
his favour ; how pathetically does he paint to us 
an inconsiderate youth, quitting the protection 
pf a kind father, rushing into the snares of ur- 
goveiiied passiorfs, languishing under the neces- 
sary- consequences of his \nces, atid, at length, 
on his repentance, received back by his indulgent 
parent with open arms, and every demonstration 
of sincere joy ! Thus aUo in the words of the 
text, under the allegory of a sower, scattering 
his seed on various soils; how admirably does he 
represent the different effects, which the doctrines 
of Christianity would produce in the world, ac- 
cording to the different temper and disposition 
of those, who heard them ! 

Should it be thought any objection to what has 
been now advanced in relation to the perspicuity 
pf the parables used by our Saviour, that he ex- 

u 3 prcsoly 
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pressly describes hiiifiself as speaking to' the Jews 
*in parables, that seeing they might not see, and 
hearing they might not perceive ; I answer, that 
this want of perception arose, not from any un-. 
fitness in the method of instruction, but from their 
own indispositibu to receive instruction. The 
Scribes apd Pharisi?es, those hearers whom Chris.t 
jseems chiefly in this compression to have in view^ 
were in tlie highest degree prejudiced both against 
his person and his doctrine, apd came to hear him, 
not with a design of profiting by his divine les- 
sons, but of catching some unguarded expres- 
sion, on which they might ground an accusation 
against him. It is not, therefore, surprising^ 
that it aliould not be given to such perverse an4 
paptious hearers to know \vhat wai^ delivered ii^ 
parables ; aince tjiey were too much blinded with 
wickedness to see those which ^vere plain and 
obvious, and too proud to condescend to be inr 
structed more fully in those, which contained the 
sublimer mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. 

With ^•egard to the parable no\v before us, our 
4ivine Master has^ ftv^nished us Ayith au explatiar 
^ tion of its design and tendency, and therefore 
we are not at liberty to seek for any other. His 
explanation, however, is full and comprehensive, 
and will therefore leave us sufficient rooni to en- 
large upon it in our own thoughts and reflections,^ 

without 
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without deviating from its original scope an^ ifi- 
tention; which is, to justify the christian reli- 
gion, and to cleai' it from those objections, which 
might seem to arise against it, on account of the 
little effect it had on the minds of those, by 
whom it was publicly professed 

The seedj says our Saviour, is the word of 
God. Those by the way-side are they that hear : 
then Cometh the devil, and taketh away the 
word 6ut of their hearts, lest they should believe 
pnd be saved, . . ^ 

They on the rock are they, which, when they 
hear, receive the Word with joy ; but having no 
root, believe only for a while, and in time of 
temptation fall away. 

And that which fell among thorns are they, 
which, when they have heard, go forth, and are 
choaked with cares, and riches, and pleasures of 
this life, and bring no fruit to perfection. 

You have here then a compendious view of 
those causes, which obstructed in the time of 
our Saviour, and ever will contmue, I fear, to 
obstruct, the natural energy and fruitfulness of 
God's wordt 

u'4 The 
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The seed sown by the way-sicle, represents 
those careless and nominal Christians, who hear 
indeed, biit do not consider the weighty truths, 
q£ religion. Of this sort are all the thoughtless 
crowds of the busy world, who are born indeed 
in a christian land> and have been baptized into, 
the name of Christ, but have no other claim to 
the honourable naxne , of thnstians, by which 
they are, improperly, called. Thdy hav^ indeed- 
the glorious, light of the Goapel shining round 
about them, but their hearts are impervious to 
ks rays. They are never at leisure to entertain 
9.ny serious thoughts of God and religion. They 
are too deeply engaged in pravkliug for the pre- 
sent life to have any time to consid^i; what th^yr 
shall do to inherit eternal life. They are, in fact^ 
just as much unenlightened ai;id i^nr^generate^ 
as if they had lived in the midst of heathen dark- 
ness and idfttatxy. And accprdipgly, Qvx; Sjayipur 
justly rppresient^ them in the parable, as being 
equally with the heathens, under the power ai^4 
influence of the devil^ ^vho cometh and taketlx 
away the, word out of their hearts, lest they 
^hould b^. sayed. 

It is a melancholy thought to, coijsider the 
greatest part of a christian uation as Ivvipg in 
this dangerous and unchristian way ; but it is a 
thought too well establis)ied on the basis of truth; 

tOi 
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\fi be either doubted or denied. It is no wonder, • 
therefore, that our preaching is vain, when tlieir 
faith is so vain and void of all foundation. 
Thousands and ten thousands, — I -speak not <£ 
those miserable wretches, who are 3unk in bmtal 
ignorance apd corruption, — I speak of our noble^; 
Qur senator^ our most distingviis^ed characten 
in knowledge^t ineloquepce, inrankandfortunfi^ 
hardly evef approach the house and altar of 
God. And if to these we add the many thou- 
sands more^ who approach them with unfedin^ 
hearts and pre-occupied thoughts, from motivci 
of idleness, custom, or curiosity, . we shall cot 
Bfiuch wonder, th?it the word of Qod, though 
quick and powerful, should produce so little effect 
in the world. The arguments for the truth of 
the Gospel' qre indeed strong and convincing; 
and the motives to the practice of its duties co- 
gent and irresistible : but these arguments and 
motives cannot force their way into ears, \vhich 
refuse to hear them, or into hearts barred against 
their reception by wilful ignorance and opposi- 
tion. Let them, however, know, and* let eveiy 
pne, who has reason to suspect himself to be ia 
the number of these careless and inconsiderate 
hearers, know, that it is high time to awake to 
a right utiderstanding, to a thorough considera- 
tion, and a lively sense of that religion, which 
^hey now, in name only, profess. Let them be 

assured. 
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assurcil, that the truths of it are too important- 
to be disregarded, and its promises and threaten- 
ings too serious to be trifled with :• for ^e caHnot 
neglectj or be imacqtiainted Avith, its saving 
truths^ but at the esp^nceof otir immortal' s^u Is, 
A second sort of unprofitable hearers ar^ those, 
Hrho do indeed superficially consider tl>e truths^ 
CJ-f reh'gion, biit not enough to fix them deeply 
in their minds, or to prevent their falling aiway 
in time of temptation : they are, therefore, aptly 
compared by our Saviour to stony groundyAvhicb 
teccives the seed, but ^ants depth of darrh suffiri^ 
cient to bring it to perfection. The gm^ilt of the 
former sort of unprofitable hearers consisted ivi 
their hearing the truths of religion, without con-^ 
fiidering them ; but these, not only consider 
them, but also receive them with joy ; they have 
a real value for religion, they are convinced o# 
its certainty, they admire its excellency, and 
ygoice in its privileges. But their unhappii^esa 
is, that this good frame and temper of mind iai 
not lasting ; in the elegant language 6f the Pro-^ , 
phct, it is like a morning cloud, or as the early 
dew that passeth away. As long, therefore, as 
religion turns its bright sidis towards them they 
rejoice in its light, and walk in- the brightnesa 
thereof: but as soon as clouds and stoqns a^p^ 
pear, as soon as dangers, difiiculties, arid 'temp* 
tattons arise, tliey are th^- tliscoMraged; Itonri 

their 
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tlieir holy profession, and, like the young man 
descriWl ift the Gospel, ^' go a^7ay from |t sor-f 
^^ rowful," 

The reason of this defection our Saviour de^' 
dares to be, because they had no root in theni-r 
selves ; their religion was never finnly settled hi 
them ; they had never considered it thoroughly 
and in every point of view : they beheld only itn 
brjght side, its privileges, its rewards, its pro^ 
XHises and comforts ; they never thought of those 
troubles, discourageitieuts and afflictions, which 
will sometimes fall to the lot of the best men, 
and, therefore, were unable to bear their rude 
shocks ; they forgot that the Captain of theif 
salvation was made perfect through sufferings, 
and that the servant had no righ^J to expect better 
treatment than his- master : having not, there- 
fore, sufficient deptl^ of earth to support and 
tiourish them, when s^ssaulted by the ix)ugh 
blasts of trial, and the chilling rigours of ad- 
Versit}'-, they soon withered away, because they 
Jacked itioistufe, 

To the same unhappy cause we may jusjtiy 
ascribe that fluctuation aiid variety* of opinionsi 
both in sacred and prophane matteis, which are 
at once so much the characteristics and disgrace 
pf the present age. Mtn of warm tempers^and 

shallow 
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^hallow judgments, who, like the stony soil, have 
heat without depth oF earth, are easily carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, and the 
cunning craftiness of men, whereby they lie ia 
wait to deceive. Hence our religious creed, 
l^hich should be as ^xed and immutable as the 
pod who is the object of it, is as various and 
mutable as our pohtical one, whilst one is of 
Paul, another of Cephas, and another of ApoUos. 
Fpr so long as men are not firmly rooted and 
grounded in the truth, they will naturally be 
ready to catch at every phantom of novelty, and 
to follow every theological teacher, who has im- 
pudence endugh to boast, like other empirics, 
that he alone possesses the arcanum qf salvation* 

The last sort of unprofitable hearers described 
by our Saviour are those, in whom the trutjis of 
religiop are stifled and suppressed by the cares, 
and riches, and pleasurds of life ; by the un- 
lawful desires of our hearts aft^r things forbidden 
and sinful, or, by our immoderate pursuit even 
of what is in itself lawful and innocent. It is 
one great proof of the depravation of our nature, 
and of its being fallen from its first excellency, 
that it is ever ready to prefer tlie gross and bsiser 
pleasures of the senses, to those more noble and 
sublime contemplations, which may be d^-awi^ 
from a right Cultivation of tl^e mental powers, 

Maij 
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Mail seems to have partaken of that curse, which 
was inflicted on the earth for his sake, that it 
should bring forth thorns and thistles, what is 
noxious and disgraceful, instead of Avhat is pro- 
fitable and honourable. Hence his mind is eve^' 
pre-occupied' by a train of groveling passions, 
which either prevent the admittance of religious 
truth, or stifle it in its growth : for a love of 
God and a love of the world can never flourish 
ih the same soil. And the more men immerse 
themselves in the cares of the world, the deeper 
they drink of the circeaufcup of pleasure, the 
more insensible they will become to all the mo- 
tives of religion, and the powers of the world 
to come ; till, at length, time and habit have 
brought them into a deadly stupefaction, from 
which nothing can wake them but the terrors of 
death, or the trumpet of the arch-angel, and the 
prospect of the throne of judgment 

Since' then the car6s and pleasures of the world 
will infallibly choke the word and make it un- 
fruitful, and since that unfruitfulness ^fill as in- 
fallibly bring on eternal death, it is certainly our 
interest to pay less regard to the world and more 
to our souls ; remembering that the whole world 
itself would' be but an ill exchange for our souls. 
We need not, however, as some have done, carry 
our contempt of the business or pleasures of life 

so 
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$0 far, as either gloonuiy to retire from thdm td 
uleseyts and solitudes, or to think that they can 
have no relish with virtuo'us and pious men* 
Sach sour and rigid notions carry with them an 
appearance of suj^erior holiness, auci a more ex^ 
tilted strain of christian perfection ; and, there- 
' fore, sometimes serve to cover the designs of 
•artful men, and at all times. to captivate the 
mmds of the credulous and ignorant : but I will 
be bold to say, that as- on the one hand they dU* 
courage men from the service of God, which i^ 
the most perfect freedom, so on the other, they 
have no foundation either in the fetter or*in the 
spirit of Christianity, when rightly understood ; 
which, even in its severest precepts,, addressed 
to Christians under persecution and torments^ 
nowhere forbids the use, though * it vi^isely re- 
gulates and Restrains the abuse of innocent,pIea-^ 
sures. .And as littl-e foundation have such sple* 
netic notions in the great law of sense and rtason. 
For surely the God that made the world) ne\'er 
spent so much time and care in forming and 
adorning it, and in furnishing it with every thing 
necessary for use and pleasure, that they who 
were made by him to inhabit it, should either 
contuma'ciously despise or sullenly reject his prof- 
fered bounties. Nor, again, did God evcF in- 
tend, that ambkion, emulation, and appetite, 
should ever be wanting iu the best of men, so 
7 * long 
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long as tlie world lasts; which,, under due re^ 
gulatibns, are not only laudable but absolutely 
necessary for the movement of the great machine 
pf the universe. It will be enough for us so to 
love the world as not to prefer, it to Him \rho i$ 
tl]^ maker of it, and so to, regulate (^ur affectioa? 
and passions, in the persjuit whether of business 
or pleasure, as ever to' keep Theihin a due sub- 
ordination to reason^ and \n subserviejucy to 
the great end of pur coming into the WOi'ld, 
th^t is, of obey jng the will o( God ia all 
things^i \and thereby, promoting our own eternal 
happiness/ ,-',., 

Let u^ then sp endeavour to Ti\^ iu th^ world, 

that whilst we are discharging our duties in it 

witl^ a becoming chearfulness, neither it's cares 

' ' ■' . ■■ / I 

nor pleasures may.take off our thoughts from the 

contemplation of Him, in whom we live and 
moY^ or i^tifle those devout and pious resolu- 
tions of obedience to his will, which such an en>- 
ployment of our thoughts will naturajly suggest 
to us. And whenever we hear the word of God, 
iet it be with auch attention and reverence, with 
such a freedom from incogitancy or disti-acting 
cares, that its doctrines may sink deep into.our 
hearts, and that we may be found in the number 
of those, who in an honest and good heart having 

beard 
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heard the word,, keep it, and bring forth frmi 
with pq.tience. 

•t 
But, ifj with the infidel, we reject the wor^ 
spoke; or i^ with the nominal Christian, we 
hear it with Hstless indifference ; or if, with the 
speculative Christian, we receive it With joy, but 
come not under the vital energy and influeuce 
of it; or lastly, if with the worldly Christian, 
we sujflTer it to be choked with cares', and riches,, 
and pleasures ; we have much to fear from the 
just judgments of God, who has vouchsafed to 
lis peculiar advantages over all the nations of the 
world, with respect to the knowledge of his wjU : 
a church, I will not say, infallible, or free from 
all corruptions; but I will say, in the words ot* 
a .wise and noble writer *, more free from 
dangerous corruptions, than any other that pro- 
fesses a faith in Christ : a ministry, in the con- 
fession of its Enemies, not unlearned, or nnable 
to feed the flock of Christ with wholesome doc- 
trine ; and, what is above all, a free and unfet- 
tered access to the sacred volumes of truth, with 
an unrestrained liberty of exercising that reason 
and judgment, which are the birth-right and 
honour of every reasonable creature. Should 
these seem to any inconsiderable advantages^ 

• Sec Lord Clarendon's Letter to his Children; 

let 
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fet tlietli for a monient cdmpdre itidr bwtt sltii- 
Atiofi with that bondage of ebtraptioil* ' liiiclisi* 
Mrhich the gteatfest part of the icncfti^a worW stHl 
%roatis, either frohi pip^l superstitioh or jjd^ah 
Ignorance; nay, let thfeih only look back id 
the disttid state of their forefetHers in this king- 
dom, lidt many dfenturies ago, and they will 
soon see just daiise to bless the kind provi- 
dence of Godj that their lot is fallen on so fair 
^gfoqnd. 

Whethei* out inlprdVenients m virtile keep 
pace with these advantages^ and whether the 
purity of our lives corresponds with the purity 
of our faith, you all know, and it is no pleasure 
to me to repeat But surely it is a shocking 
disgrace to us to say, and yet truth requires 
me to say^ that, wherever our fleets or armies 
have carried their Conquests or their discovC^ 
riesj they have carried corruption and dp* 
pression at the same time, have committed 
crimes unknown to untutored savages, and have 
left the innocept natives of every clime» on the 
globe to curse the pollution^ which we falsely 
call the polish, of European manners* May the 
great God of heaven touch our hearts with a 
better sense of his blessings; may we all so 
dearly see the error of our ways and amend 

itOL. 1I4 X them; 
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them ; that the uplifted bolts of divine venge- 
ance may be suspended, and that ve may never 
experience those heavy calamities, which still 
continue to overwhelm a people, once favoured 
like ourselves, for their infidelity and unfruitful- 
ness in the word of God spoken to therii ! 



>5ER- 
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1 TtH. iv. g; 

Godliness is profitable unto all things; having 
promise of the life that now is^ and of that 
which is to corne^ 

THE rtiore We mtvey the! iictioiii* df ittdn, 
considered as a. moral being, the more shall 
ire have occasion to be surprized it a creature so 
strange and inconsistent in all his ways. Fickle 
and inconstant; wise, yet foolish; proud, ^et 
ihean and groveling ; in understanding an ahgelj 
in practice a brute; his whole life is one con-* 
tinued riddle to himself and all around him. And 
in nothing is this inconsistency more evident and 
remarkablCj than in what relates to his religious 
conduct and behaviour. Convinded as he must 
be, that there is a God who ruleth over all ; he 
yet every day lives as without God in the world. 
He feels within him a pure and e:&aked souV 
x% created 
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created for honour an^ immortality ; and yet he 
scruples not every moment to defile that soul by 
the indulgence of his lusts, to debase it by 
drunkenness and intemperance, to destroy it by 
repeated acts of sin and sensuality. He sees the 
gopdness of the Almighty^in the hourly preser- 
vation of his life, and' in every blessing he en- 
joys; he owns the dreadful hand of 'the same 
Almighty in every misery that; he fears, and in 
every calamity that he suffers ; and yet, regard- 
less of both, he dares to provoke and affront 
biu)^ bj pro&ning his sabbaths, by taking' bi3^ 
sacred nam^e in vain, and in short, by ddih&^^ptiy 
breaking every single commandment he bath 
given. He acknowledges the stupendous love 
of tli^t God, who came down from the thropc of 
heaven to save him; yet will not b^^tow one 
ipoa>ent's labour to save himsdf He heai^« he 
pities, he bewAils the sufferings of that Saviour, 
wlio died for hhn on^ the cross at Jerusalem ; yet 
hesitates not by his daily transgressions to crueily 
him afresh, and to put him, to a |>€rpetual shanpe. 
He is sensible that eternal misery is the wa^es: 
of sin; and yet he daily and deliberately com- 
mitteth sin- He knows, that eternal haptpwess; 
is the reward of virtue ; and yet he GonstettUily 
breaks througli every law and rule pf victue* 
He is assured, that the preseat lite is short and 
uncertain, but; that the.nextf is cei;taia a|idi 

' eternal 
2 
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eternal ; and yet, chained dawn, as it were, tol 
the earth he treads upon, h^ never raises his 
eyes to the regions of immortaKty, but with 
never-ceasing careand trouble, laboureth for the 
meat that perishetlv anduthose earthly treasures 
Dtrhich, nioth and nist coriupt.. He calls himself 
a. Christian, he sees and admires tlie pure pre-' 
Cepts of his l*eligion, he confe^es the excellence 
of its doctrines, he adores the benevolent cha* 
ractcT and: deportment of its divine author and 
its. first profesj^rs and martyrs; but. he seljdota 
^ attempts to readi the perfectiori o£ those doc* 
trines m his life, or to copy thew^ bright examples 
in his conversation. He acknowledges the ws? 
and necessity of repentance, yet s^om thinks . 
of breaking off bis sins fey repentance, till age o? 
sickness, or calamity, al^rm his conscience, and" 
place the teyrqis of hell before his eyes. 

Such and sO fpolish is the cqnduct of mucii 
. tiie greater pait of nmnkind ! Nor need we seek 
iar for the cause of this Conduct, strange and 
unaccountable as it may, perhaps, at first sight, 
seem, fav it is but too clear, that men= entertain 
strong and alinosit invincible prejudices against 
the practice of r<?ligioni They look upon it a» 
ft gloomy and melancholy task iuiposed upon* 
them by a hard master, utterly inconsistent with 
present pleasure, and an enemy to those joys of 



310 SERMON XLII. 

life^ in which they have placed their happiness. 
Convinced, therefore, as they are of the truth 
of its doctrines, they are very unwilling to enter 
upon the praCticje of them. They wish to enjoy 
their favourite sins and pleasure; ^ little and a 
little longer, and thus to secure the happiness of 
,the present life, as well as of that which is to 
come. 'This foolish prejudice of mankind against 
religion, the Apostle very clearly foresaw, and 
therefore, in the words of my text, guards his 
christian converts against the danger of being 
misled by it. He tells them that godliness is 50 
far from beipg hurtfiil to the present interests 
and enjoyments of life, ** that it is profitable 
f^ for all things :'' that whilst earthly treasures 
cannot even secure^ the happiness of the present 
moment, this heavenly one is able both to 
shower down blessings upon them here, and 
also to ensure to them eternal glory hereafter; 
f * having,^- as he finely expresses it, *' a promise 
V of the Ijfe that npw i§, and also of that which 
f* is t:o come.'' 

And indeed, if we impartially weigh the matter, 
we shall find there is very just ground for giving 
our assent to this assertion of the Apostle ; we 
shall find that there can be no real happiness, 
po true gladness of heart, which does not flow 
from a fear of God and the practice of his com- 
mandments. 
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nlandinents. For what, alas ! are all the plea- 
sures of sin, when weighed in the scale of just 
and impartial reason ! How empty, how trifling 
and unsatisfactory do they appear to a sober and 
considerate mind ! How unsuitable to the great 
purposes for which we were all of us sent into the 
world ! How unworthy of a creature born to an 
' immortal inheritance, a candidate for a crown 
of never-fading glory ! — Look around the busy 
world, and behold those ' unhappy mortals who 
are ever spending their lives in the restless per* 
suit of earthly pleasures, and see M^hat are the 
enjoyments which they reap from them. After 
all their toil and labour, we no sooner see them 
in possession of what they so earnestly ^esired, 
but a little time makes that disrelished, and some 
new shadow of pleasure attracts their notice, and 
engrosses their \yhole attention. And thus, after 
they have run through the whole circle of human 
delights, they are left to bemoan their folly, and 
remain more dissatisfied with their condition, 
than when they first set out Hence it is, that 
few of those, \vho are engaged in the persuit of 
the pleasures of the world, would chuse to live 
over again their past lives, or even to repeat the 
actions pf the former day, were it in their power ; 
so little do those pleasures bear a repetition, and 
so trifling is all the satisfaction that attends 
them ! Hence also arises that \yant of thought 
X 4 and 
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and agreeable reflcctioja $p ofteu seen amon^t 
t^ose who baye suent ^heir days in pleasure, rfr 
gardlesi^ of Go4 and his service. iJeiice i? i^ 
t^at we find sqch men always, cprnplaining, how 
rnuch the times are altered for the worse, s^hen 
tbe g^ety of youth, which painted every thin^ 
ixf. an agreeable light, i^ oyer, ^pd old age or in?. 
|irmity has cut them off from theif wopted plear 
sjires, or tlje grave has robbed them of the com? 
panions of their folly and intemperance. What 
words can ppint the situation pf ^ sinner thus 
left a prey to glpbmy reflections and disease, 
lirithoj^t onp thought tp cpmfort or allieviate hi^ 
anguish of soul. And yet such is the situation 
to M(hich every man will ppe day come, who 
. places h*ist happiness in the good things pf thi^ 
life only. 

And now l^t us turn our eye$ froni this mcr 
kncholy scene, to the good and virtuous man, 
who has jendeayourcd to keep a conscience voi^ 
pf offence both toward^ Gpd apd also towards 
juan, How different a prospect here presents 
itself to our view ! He has been laying out thajt 
.tinie in worthy actions, which pthers waste in a 
tcircle pf sin and f^Uy, and therefore is conscious 
of haying^truly acted up to the dignity of n^tture, 
and the wise designs of the God pf nature : and 
fr/)m that ponscipusnes^ arises a pleasing satisr 

faction, 
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i^ipn, which fill3 his mipd with jay unspeak- 
jabk and mwcb, s\ipmior to all the gratifications 
of earthly enjoyments. Sueh a man can witji a 
phearfiil satisfaction from the past, and a joyful 
jexp^ctatipB from the future, travel on through 
levery $tage of life with solid comfort, and in, 
javery trial rise superior to all the temptations of 
t^e world, the fle&li, and the devil. If he looks 
b^ck upon his lite, he will find eyery period of 
it distinguished by sonje kind, worthy ajid bene^ 
vplexit; action. He will find his youthful days to, 
have been spei^t in tlie chearful joys of innor. 
pence, and his. riper years to have been employed, 
jn that work of righteousness which is peace, 
and the effect of which is quietness and assurance 
forever. And if he Ippks forward to that awful 
time, when age and infirmities shall seize him, 
(Bveft in th;s last s^age of affliction, common 
alike to the greatest and the least of mankind, 
he finds nothing to discompose or oppress him ; 
hut, on the contrary, a full assurance of pea^ce 
aflid inward comfort That charity, which be*- 
tpre induped him to relieve the sorrows of others, 
^^ill now, by the providence of God, return into 
hifi own bosom, and in reflection ease* and alle*- 
viate his own. That benevolence which formerly 
caused the widow's heart to sing for joy, will 
i)ow soften the care$ of age, and alleviate the 
J>urjden of infirmity. And that piety, which has. 

been 
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been his support thi*ough life, will not fail to 
strengthen him in the agonies of nature and the 
J)ainful hour of deathi 

x* Such then,' upon a general view, are the dif^ 
ferent situations of the righteous and the wicked ; 
such their respective claims to the happiness of 
the present life ! But I mean not to stop here ; I 
will carry my enquiry still farther, and, endeavour 
to show, that in eiveiy situation, both in pros- 
perity and adversity, godliness is the greatest 
gain, and the good man has the fairest title to 
those blessings upon which the happiness of life 
depends. 

And first, in comparing together the situation 
of the righteous and the wicked, v/ith r^ard to 
the' enjoyment of the_blessings oi prosperity, I' 
will begin with health, the great cordial of life, 
and foundation of every other blessing : And 
here, should I ask, who has the greatest proba- 
bility of enjoying this inestimable b)essing, the 
man who moderates his appetites, who keeps his 
passions in subjection to his reason, and is never 
ruffled by the violence of rage or resentment; pr 
he, who is a slave to lust and intemperance; I 
believe no one here present would be at a los^s 
what answer to return. For look, round the 
world, and examine the common effects of a 

siflfut 
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•ioful life upon the body: whence proceed the 
shaking hand and rheumy eye, the haggard 
looicj the tottering hmbs and premature qld agfe^ 
with all their ghastly train of evils and misfor- 
t^ne39 which too often descend even to a man's 
innocent posterity ? Come they not from drun* 
kenn^ss and intemperance, from the circle of 
folly, from enervating pleasures and irregular 
hours, those slow but never-failing destroyers of 
the strongest constitution ? This the wise king 
of Israel loiig ago observed and declared to the 
sons of men In these expressive words : *^ who 
** hath $orrow, who hath contentions, who hath 
** babbling, who hath .wounds without cause, 
** who hath redness of eyes ? They that tarry 
** long at the wine, they that go to seek mixt 
" wine." So that he had just reason for ^ving 
his son this important lesson of advice ; ** my 
** son, forget not my law, but let thine heart 
" keep my commandments: for length of daj's 
*^ and long life shall they add unto thee," 

Nor, secondly, hath the righteous man less 
advantage over the wicked with regard to the- 
i^cquisition of riches and the enjoyment of a good 
reputation. For though the wicked may some- 
times prosper and have riches in possession ; and 
though the righteous may, for wise reasons, be 
afflicted wjith poverty and disgrace ; yet surely 

no 
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BO one can doubt, but that integrity of heart and 
uprightness 6f dealing are in general the surest^ 
means of advancing a man's fortune and repu- 
tation in the world. For, though fraud, in-' 
justice, and rotten hypocrisy may succeed hmg^ 
they will not always.; men are naturally kd by^ 
their own interests to find out and detect them ; 
and where they^ ate once detected, to expose and 
abhor them : so that there is not a truer n^3:mf 
in the world than that old, though too ofteq 
neglected proverb, ** that honesty is the best 
•^ poKcy./^ And indeed there cannot ht a. sti?onger 
testiinony than that which the heavea-inspire4 
Psalmist bears to this point in various places:' 
** what man is he that feareth the Lord : his soul 
** shall dwell at ease, and his seed shall inJ^rit ^ 
** the earth/ O fear the Lord ; for there is no 
^^ want to them that fear him : the young lions 
•* do lack and suffers hunger ; but they thai seek 
** the Lord shall not want any good thing; Evil 
^* doers shali be cut off; but those that wai^ 
" upon^the Lord, they shall inherit the earth," 
Nay, the same royal Psalmist even telb us, that 
this blessing^ of God upon the labours of tiio 
right;^ous shall extend to his latest posterity: 
" I have been young," says he, ^* and now sUn 
"old," that is, I h?ive long had opportunities 
of observing pod's dealings with mankind, aad) 
I am now abl^ to declare froin my own know- 
ledge. 
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ledge, " that I never saw the righteous forsakeiii 
** nor his seed begging their bread." 

But how different anS how terrible a fate 
does another inspired writer pronounce upon the 
wicked and his posterity ; which he introduces 
with this solemn preface ! " I will teach you hf 
?' the hand of God ; that which is with tiic 
** Almighty will I not conceal This is the 
^* portion of a wicked man with God, and the! 
** heritage of oppressors, which they shall re- 
** ceive of the Almighty: If his children be 
** multiplied, it is for the sword; and^his off-^ 
** spring shall not be satisfied with breid : tho« 
^' that remain of him shall be buried in death, 
" and his widdws shall not weep: Though he 
** heap up silver aft th6 dust, aiid pt^dit^ rai- 
** ment as the day; be may prepaire it, but the 
^' just shall put it on, and the itinoc^i^t dkaM 
^^ divide the silver : his strength: shatt be'huti^gfefw 
'^' bitten,, and destruction shall be ready at his 
^' side : it shall devour the strength of his skift ; 
*' even the first-4x)i?n of death shcfll devdu* his 
*^ strength 2 bis femembrance sh^U perish fl'om 
^^ the earth, and he shatl ha(Ve no nanle in the 
" streets ; he shall neither have sdii Aor nephew 
** among hii^peopfe, nor any remaining inhii 
*• dwellings : they that come after him shall be 
*' astomshed at hisday, a& they that went before 



** were 
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' *' were affrighted : surely such are the dwellings 
** of the wicked, and this is the place of him ' 
^' that feareth not God" 

Thus we see then, that in prosperity the 
righteous man hath every advantage oVer the 
wicked, which health and reputation, which the 
enjoyment of present fortune arid tjhe hope of 
leaving behind him a flourishing and happy 
posterity, can possibly give. And if we shift 
the scene, and compare together the righteous 
anid the wicked in the day of adversity, we shall 
find the superiority of the righteous still more 
noble and apparent. If, in this vale of tears, 
misfortunes surtound him, he knows that afflic* 
tions spring not from the dust, but are directed 
by the hands of an almighty Father, for the 
wise and gracious purposes of correction, or for 
a trifilpf his faith and constancy; arid therefore 
patiently and cheerfully bears them. If sick- 
ness invades him, he has no griilty fears and 
apprehensions, to increase his torments and 
double his pain, and therefore submissively 
waits to glorify God, whether it be by life or 
by death. And when that last and awful 
moment approaches,^ which shall draw the 
curtain of mortality from before his eyesj armed 
with the shield of faith, and having on the breast 
plate of righteousness, he can safeLy bid defiance 

to 



SERMON XLIL S19 

to all the fiery darts of the wicked; he c^ 

. meet the King of terrors without dismay, and 

with a noble confidence look forwards to that 

crown of glory, which is prepared for the 

- feithful soldiers of Christ 

But now, view the wicked man in the same 
circumstances of distress. If calamities or sick- 
ness befall him, and every man will some time 
or other have his share of them, in what can he 
place his comfort or dependence? Will he fly 
for help to his possessions, or. trust in th^ mul- 
.^itude of his riches? Alas! all his possessions 
are uuable to stop the unerring arrows of thp 
Almighty, neither pah his riches profit in thp 
day of wrath. ** Will God hear his cry," says 
holy Job, *^ when trouble cometh upon him? 
** Will he delight himself in the Almighty? 
" Will he always call upon God?'' Alasl for 
what has he a right to call upon God, unless iji 
be for vengeance upon his unrepented sins, ^n4 
for his having so long and often slighted the 
mercies offered to him ? Will he place his hopes 
in death, as the last refiige from misfortune, 
And a deliverance from trouble ? Alas ! lo the 
jighteous death may be a welcome friend and 
guide, appointed by the Almighty to conducjt 
them to the promised land of eternal happin^ssy 
but to him he must be the dreadful and alarming 

king 



king of terrors. The 5crit)ture tella t(s, ** the 
** righteous hath hope in hisde^lth;" but thd 
wicked can have nothing but dismay and amaze- 
ment of heart, For the prospect of eternity, 
^ which to the righteous is the fountain of joy 
and immortality,' to him is the beginning of 
sorrows, and the blacknesal of darkticss for 
evermore. ' 

Thus different is the situatidn of the righte- 
ous and the Wickfed id evfery circumstance df 
life and death ; thlis profitable is godliness for 
all things ; having, as we seie^ the promise both 
of the life that now is^ and also of that which is 
to come i • 

' And now, my brethren, having thus Explained 
to you the words of the' Apostle, it only femaind 

, for me to iritreat yon t6 torisider what his been 
«aid with that serioiisness which the impOTtance 
of the subject demands : to considcjr it, not a» 
intended to please the fanc^ or amuse the ear, 
but to reform and correct the heart: riiot aa 
the customary professional harangue of thfe 
preacher, but as the |mre and unchangeable 
word of Gt)d: for his ambassadors and minister^. 
Ii^e ate, and in his name it tt that we iptreat 

. you, 

■ ■ ' , ■ Nor 
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^OT ts it any trifling or common errand upon 
vhich J now bespeak your attention^ For a^^ 
on the one hand, it is not the riches of the 
world, the pleasures of a moment, or an earthly 
inheritance, which I have to offer ; but it is an 
inheritance incorruptihie and undefiled in the 
heavens ; it is a kingdom that fadeth not aw^yj 
apd those pleasures which flow at God's right 
hand for evermore: so, on the other hatid, it ifi 
not a momentary pain, the torment of an hour^ 
anguish of body of temporal death, which I 
have to denounce against the sinner ; but it is 
a death eternal, it is a torment of the soul, it is 
the worm that never dieth, and the -fire -that 
cannot be quenched. -^ , 

And now then, life and death are before ye j 
chuse ye which ye will. But do not vainly 
imagine, that this choice will always be in your 
power. The gate of mercy is now indeed opeiii 
God now invites you by his ministers, by his 
word, by the checks of conscience and the 
silent impulses of his holy spirit i but how long 
ye will enjoy th^se advantages, is known ^nly to 
him from whom no secrets are hid. Yet surely 
ye have all of you seen enough of human lif!?j 
to know by how precarious a bond you hold 
them. Or if ye are still ignorant of this, look 
back td the generations of old, and learn o( 

VOL. w» Y them* 
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them. Ye \vhc( haing ever lost thfe fiittitj of your 
bosbm^ or hive bfeeh Witnesses to the fexpiring 
groan of the bhild ye Ipv^ed, go to their silfent 
tombs, and from them learn >^isdOm : like you, 
they probably rejoiced in the strength of youth, 
and vainly imagined they had many years to 
work out their salvation. Like you, they trod'e 
the flowfery paths of pleasure, or were imriiet-sed 
in the busy persuits of life, regardless of the 
God who gave them life. Like you, they di^ 
ferred the work of repentance from day to day ; 
like you they hoped, that the forbearance of 
God would always prolong their tinle of grace. 
But ah I their mouldering ashes now too plainly. 
' declare, how vain and fruitless wefe all rtheit 
expectations. 

And tvhich of us can pretend to §ay, that w» 
are more certain of life than tlifey were ? How- 
ever vainly we may trust in them, it is not 
strength, youth, or beauty which can save us 
from death :,the undistinguishing grave receives 
alike the bloom 6f infancy and the tottering 
steps of decrepid age. Nay, in the very midst of 
life itself we are in death : the very breath that 
we are now drawing is carrying away a part of 
our being, and bringing us nearer to the con- 
fines of the grave, and the hour of judgment 

' The 
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thehmir df jtidgment^. Oh! horrible sbUnd 
to those irho are uttpreparcd far itt oomingt 
Oh wdhls of terribte nfiport, which oonteia 
in t&em aU the mii^iies vhich giiilt can fear 
or human nature aufBsr! an. exchistoii from 
heaven, a Bdparation from God, and ages of 
eternity spent in utter dai* kness, ainkkt unutter^ , 
liable tonnent^i 

Ami what th«i, my bretiirtJnj can hidii tW* 
ttitngsfrons your eyes? What dhaLtm is it that 
hinders you from seeing your eternal welfare arid 
fceiog wise nuito salvation ^ Had ye all the enjoys 
ments the world can aiford, nay, had ye the world 
itselCin possession, with all its empires and king- 
pins, yet, when compared with the kingdom of 
lieaven^ it would appear but as the dust of the 
tialancej and therefore it would be madness t& 
hesitate which ye j^hould chuse^ And is it not 
then the height of madness to prefer the painful 
^enjoyments of sin, when ye have a religion 
offered to you, which cannot <?i>ly insui-e that 
heavenly kingdom, but also the only true happi- 
ness which the present state of trial affords ; a 
religion which has not only the promises of th« 
life to come, but also of that which now is« 

CJome th^efn. Religion,' daughter of heaven, 
• parent of happiness, possess our hearts with thy 

t & divine 
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divine influence, and make us all thy own ! Too 
long, misguided by youth, misled* by ambition, 
or corrupted by example, we have neglected the 
fear of God, we have trodden the steps of>folly, 
we have listened to thie voice of sin. But now, 
convinced, of, our danger, we fly to thee for 
succour, we fall as prostrate suppliants, at thy 
altar^ Teach, oh teach us, therefore, to despise 
the vanities of the world, to look down with 
pity on ;the slaves of ambition,' to abhor the 
maxims of sin, to fly the wiles of temptation, 
and to place our happiness on objects beyond 
the power of fortune, beyond the reach of 
chance. • 

And thou, eternal Providence, who dost make 
the heavens revolve and the insect .crawl, who - 
art watchful even over the least and lowest 
of thy works; oh! lend thy friendly hand to 
snatch us from the paths of darkness and the 
shadow of d^ath I Do thou deign to receive 
from us that homage and submission which 
thou alone canst render worthy to be offered to 
thee! Do thou teach us. to revere those virtues 
which thou hast condescended to instruct us in, 
and. inspire our breasts with thy heavenly graces 
of innocence, peace, and contentment ! 

Thus 
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Thus guided by thy spirit, instructed by thy 
precepts, supported by thy comforts, we shall 
securely conduct our 'trembling steps through 
the paths of life : thus shall we joyfully resign 
this anxious being at the hour of death, in 
full confidence of receiving from thy hands the 
immortal crown of patience and virtue, which 
thou hast prepared for them th^t love and 
fear thpe, 
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1 Cor. i. 23. 

fVe preach Christ crucifiedj to % J^.^ « stumbling 
bloc^y an4 unto the Greeks fpolisfin^^s. * But 
unto them rvhifh nr^ calle^f Hth Jfiws an^ 
Gr^fiks, Christ the poifver of Qo4^ and th? 
ms4om of God; bfcaifse the foolishness ofGo^ 
i^ jwiser fff^an ^??p«, an4 the ^ea^^ess of Qod i§ 
sfrmgj^r than mpn. 

TTITJE iieed nof to bp ipfprmjefj that, eveif at 
^^ the first appearance of Christianity iu tibye 
world, there were not wanting wicked and auda- 
^i^s ii^fideJs, who bran4€d it with tlie oppro-*. 
b.rious n^es of weaJkn^ss an^d ^pllshnesa. And, 
t^at this y^nliappy racp of jnen i§ nqt yet e^tinpt 
in the world, our own expefiencfe in priyat^ and 
tl]ijB njany dariug attacks ^hich ^p publicly 
ipajde both upon the divinity of Christ and the 
doctrines of his Gospel, but too plainly declarje 
to every man, who has a just regard for the 
interests of religion. What then can be the 
Y 4 foundatiion 
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foundation of so heayy a charge against a Fe» 
* ligioi^, which seems to carry with it mar]cs of 
the strongest benevolence, and to reconimen4 
itself tp the approbation of all men, by a systeni 
of the purest and most enlightened doctrines ? 
Doctrines, which tend to rescue us fVpm all uut 
certainty and error here^ and open to us thq 
most cheering prospects of a state of future 
happiness ; which, therefore, it is certainly every 
man's interest to wish at least to be true : For 
^ if the doctrines of Christianity be not true> 
what is there within the compass qf either 
ancient or modern learning, sufficient either tq 
heal the wounds of present suffering, orwaid 
off the stings of future apprehension? What 
t^he^ can balance the weight of these great con- 
siderations, or induce men to reject a religion 
. 3p truly desirable, and essential to human hap- 
piness ?. 

Why truly, the Jew of old wished to have the 

' law of Moses perpetual : but the Gospel declared 

it to be a dead letter, and of none effect : Hq 

expected a glorious and triumphant Messias: 

but the Gospel declared him to ^be of humble 

^ birth, a man of sorrows and acquainted y^it|^ 

Again ^ 
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Again: The modern infidel thinks, that 
nothing should be imposed ilpon him, as an 
article of faith, which he cannot perfectly coiii-** 
prehend ; and that nothinjj should be required 
of him in point of practice, but what arises 
from the impulse of nature : but the Gospel not 
only demands his belief of many tilings above 
the narrow limits of his capacity, but, what is 
still worse, exacts from him the performance of 
several duties, which are opposite to the bias of 
)iiclinati6n, and seem to bear hard upon human 
pature itself. 

This is the trite state of the grounds of that 
antient and modern infidelity, by which the doc- 
trine of the cross is branded as foolishness. Xet 
us, therefore, try if we cannot' remove these vain 
prejudices of foolish mien^ by shewing that fehe 
plan qf the Gospel dispensation is in these 
Several articles perfectly agreeable to thtf rules of 
true wisdom, and equally suitable to the honobr 
of God, and advantage of man. 

And 1st, With regard to the abrogation of the 
ceremonial part of the Mosaic law, we niay 
justly observe, that it was from the first of -a 
temporary nature, and plainly intended to give 
>vay to a fuller and more extensive display of the 
divine will, to which it bore, in all its parts, a 

clear 
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clear and distinct relation. In early time^ 
xzideed, it was of grealfuse to mankind, that the 
purity of truth did not every where £^IJd entirely 
^0^ it$ lus^fc, but remained in one small corq^ 
of the e^rtb, where it w^ suflfered • tQ tafce ro9t; 
snicj .fill the. land. But it was surely neither 
agreeable to the goodness nor intention of Qfid^ 
)jiia|; it shoifld remain shut^ up and CAU|iQ£i} 
4}jerf JGwr ever- Nor indeed would tlje Jpw% 
f Ijejpsf lve& ^!^\ow it to do so : For even they h^ 
fp Jplgnded error with truth, superstition wit J^ 
religion, and vice with virtue, that a farther dis- 
covery of the will of God was become as neccsr 
f^ury to themir ^s to the rest of the world- God^ 
thfupfore, in a)erpy> sent his Son into the woi:14 
to dispel ti^e ji^rk mists of ignorance, j^^ 1^ 
^11 the earth with the knowledges of Hxp l^r^j 
fsiifn.aa the ^v?^;^ coyer the se^. Wh%t r^scspQ 
thea hgd t^e^e^i^ to complain, that the GQ$pe| 
l^chaBged the sjhs^law for the fuhstance, fe? 
wm^ a d\n^ lifi^ to substitute a brighter in it^ 
room^ abolished the Mosg^ic law fo introduce .^ 
law more perfect, more intelligible, and founded 
g||. titter pioroi^^ssjapd which w^' in fact, the 
JWi^-predicted jend apd . cojnpletjon ..pf jtfej? 
Jei^isji dispensation itself? Qr, why should he 
repinp, that Qpd who is' tiie .comu?oj!> parent of 
;Jew and Gentile, and is willing that .all mep 
g^hould cooje to the knowlec^e of the truth and 

be 
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J3e saved, ahould prampta his own glory an4 
their happiness, by extending the means of sal-r 
vation to nil ni^tiona, and by making his name 
Idnown fVom the rising of the sun unto tii^ 
going down of th€ same? i 

Ase<x)iid cause, why the Jews thought ith)l 
pieachtng of the cross foolishness, was th* 
obscure birth; tha mean and afflicted life^ 1^^ 
pamful a^ ignominious death of the falessM 
Jesus. Mistaking thie nature of Christ's kingis 
diom, and misihterpreUng the andei^t pmphecies 
which related to it, they foolisMy expect^ j. 
conqueror surrounded with all the pomp of regal 
splendor, who should sit on the throne o^ David 
his father ^ a deliverer, who i^ouid liijcrate 
j8hei*i, not from the bondage of sin and death, 
but from the tyranny of the Rbmaa yoke^ 
^nder which th^y had long gtioaned. 

Our Jesus, we readiiy adcmowledge, amswem 
not to these high characters of earthly greatness. 
fuid temporal power. He was, on the contrary, 
both in life and death, ^ man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief; he was despised a/iid re^ 
j^ed of men, stricken for the transgression of 
the people, bruised and wounded in the day of 
the Lord's fierce anger. But, at the same time, 
^e know, that these af|iictions were expressly 

foretold. 
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foretold by the antient propiiets, and that tbt 
whole tenor of the Old Testament, both in its 
types and predictions, represents ^theMessias as 
the lamb, which was to be slain for the sins of 
the world. We know too, that the kingdom he 
was to establish, waa. a kingdopi of righteous- 
ness; that the victories he was to gain w<ere 
factories' oteir the powers of darkness ; that hiar 
trimriphs were to be over the grave and d^thj 
triumphs fai- more glorious than if he. h*i^wflPie^,- 
as the Jews: ex^iscted, riding oi^ Cherubim. %u^. 
Seraphim, or, like the.gi|jat Jehovah] hi^sftifj, 
flying on the ,^tiga of thf wip^. :; , ,. .^ 

V ► .. . I - ■ . ■ 

Besides; the gr^tness of our Saviour's 3uft 
feruftga'wfere so far from derogating from hisi 
dignity, 'as the Jews pretend, that- they serv« m 
give MS a more exalted id^a of hjs divii^e temper 
and character. The heathen philosophers, asi 
well as the Gospel, tell us, that man must be 
Bfiade perfect through suiFerings> and that no 
sight is so well deserving the admiratibh of a 
God, as a virtuous man struggling with afflic's 
tions, and refusing to yield to than. Asrmuich, 
therefore^ as our Redeemer's sorrow, was above 
any sorrow, and his patience superior to «very 
other. patience, by so much was be the more df-^ 
serving of our admiration . and esteem. Nay, 
we may carry the argument still farther: his 

mea^ 
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{aea.n appearance' and sufferings even add to the 
evidence of his divine mission, by making \xi^ 
mir^cles; appear still^raore astonishing, when we 
behold this man of sorrows, this despised and 
rejected Galileian, commanding all nature by a 
single word, and exerting the powers of omni- 
potence, by recalling the dead to life. The 
Jews indeed fancied, when they saw him ex- 
piring on the cross, that he was in reality the 
carpenter's son, whom they had so often mocked 
and derided. But when we see the graved 
pouring forth their deajiy and nature in convul- 
sions at the death of this despised sufferer ; nay, 
what is more, when wc see death itself swallowed 
up in victory by his resurrection ; we cannat 
but be convinced, as well as astonished, by 
wonders so unsuitable to the outward appear- 
ance of their author; we cannot stand out 
against such plain credentials of heaven; cre- 
dentials, as incapable of being counterfeited^ as 
they are of evec. being paralleled. 

Let us consider, again, our Saviour'^ obscure 
appearance and sufferings in another light. The 
prpfessed design of his coming mto the world 
was to teach men the hard lessons of mortifica- 
tion and self-denial, of humility and meekness, 
^f contentedness and peace, of charity and for- 
giveness, -of -patience under afflictions, and resig- 
nation 



It 
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natioii to the will of God* Nov how nnmit* 
Able to th« inculcating svtch lessons as thesif^ 
tirould such a triumphant 6o©quferofVhaVe htStif 
ds the Jews expected; a isofiquei-or sunorafid^ 
leith all the luxu^ries of royal aft^ri^ and 
ivhose hands were stained with the blood of 
skiightered enemies* But, when we see thtf 
teacher of these doctrines called out to the 
j[>mctice of thfem ; whfen we see him pooir and 
afflicted, yet patient and submissive; tempted, 
yet firm and unshaken ; reviled, yet reviiing 
not again ; persecuted to death, yet praying ft* 
kis murderers J how nobly does example add 
energy to precept ! what encouragement hav* 
his followers to suffer patiently, when they se^ 
the Captain of their salvation thus eminently 
made perfect through sufferings ! 

But, 3dly,' The modern infidel brands tb^ 
iBoBpd with the name of foolishness, for re-* 
» quiring him to believe What he <:annat perfectly 
comprehend* But where is the pretended un* 
^reasonableness of requiring this ? Is it any dis- 
honotir to the creature to give credit ito the 
testimony of his Creator in these points? Is it 
any hardship to submit his own ttnderstandidg 
to the depths of infinite Wisdom ?/ Or if he 
jnoudly refuses to do so, what ts this, but, Hke 
the presiimptuous giants of heathen siytbology» 
3 to 






to pil6 mountain upon mountain, and attempt 
to scale eveti lieaven itself f We will own that 
there are mysteridi in religion, which surpass 
<iur comprehension:— the plurality of persons m 
the unity of the Godhead, the manifestation of 
God in the flesh, the operations of the Holy 
Spirit, the restitution of the scattered particle 
of our bodies to their ancient functions, we un- 
derstand not, we pretend not to understand, 
thuch less, as some have injudiciously done, to 
explain and define. Yet, where is the hardship 
or unreasonableness of believing them on the 
authority of God, the revealer, though we know 
not the mode or quality of tlie things revealed? 
Or, where would be the merit of belie\Tng them 
if they were presented for our acceptance with 
all the clearness of intuitive knowledge or irre- 
sistible demohstration ? 



But farther: Where is the justice of objecting 
to mysteries in religion alone? Every thing 
within and around us is mystery. The revolu- 
tion of the planets, tlie transmission of light, 
the production of animals, the vegetation of 
plants, the gravitation and cohesion of matter, 
th6- vital unioti of soul and body, with tfieir 
tnode of acting upon each other; these are all 
'jriiysteries, which the proudest utiderstanding 
irill. Hot pretend to fathom, and yet must be 

forced 
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forced to acknowledge, as havhig a real exist* 
cnce and use for all the purposes of life. If 
then in things natural we cannot attain to de- 
monstrative certainty, l)ut are forced to acknow- 
ledge and act upon principles, which we cannot 
comprehend, how unreasonable is it to expect 
that we should perfectly comprehend all things 
spiritual ; and when the whole material creation 
is one continued inystery, to wonder that God 
himself, the Creator, should be unsearchable in 
his moral dispensations, and his providential 
ways past finding out ; to teach man that im- 
^portant lesson — to wonder and adore I 

But, 4thly, The infidel brands the Gospel with 
the name of foolishness, because it exacts from 
him the performance of several duties, which 
are opposite to the bias of inclination, and seem 
to bear hard upon human nature. 

Tills is the true basis of all infidelity, whatever 
other causes men may pretend to assign for their 
unbelief — '* The christian doctrine does not 
" comply with the ambitious man's desire of 
** honour, nor the miser's hunting after wealth, 
^* nor with the voluptuous and debauched in 
** their pleasures ^and vicious enjoyments; but 
** crosses all such appetites, by enjoining humi- 
*^ iily> contentedness, contempt of the world, 

*•< sobriety. 
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" sobriety, chastity, and temperance*." HenCe 
the tears and clamo&rs of infidelity: hence the 
general cry of unbelievers, that the preaching 6f 
the cross is foolishness. Unwiliing to quit their 
lusts, they affect to despise the religion which 
condemns them : unable to wean their groveling 
affections from things below, they would be 
thought to disbelieve the doctrines of the Gospel^ 
•which tend to raise them to things above: in otie 
word, they love darkness ^rather than light, be- 
cause their deeds are evil. 

But after all, what are these heavy restraints, 
which the infidel complains of, as a sore burden 
too heavy for him to bear? Would the infidd 
then have no rule of conduct in life ? Would he 
have all the fences of decorum broken down, 
and the exuberance of human lusts let loo^e 
upon the common of nature, unfettered and 
• unrestrained? ()r, again, was there ever a reli- 
gion in the world ; nay, was there ever a system 
of human law or civil . policy, which did not 
lay some restraint upon the gross and brutal in- 
clinations of htiman nature? Or can it be 
thotight any hardship to practise the duties 6f , 
temperance, chastity, sobriety, and patience ; 
of justice, equity, charity, and truth, which are 

* CoUyer's Sacred Interpreter. 
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<;learly taught by reason as wdl as religion, and 
lirhich every considerate heathen ^a\v to be appa- 
rently conducive to the happiness of individuals, 
as well as of public societies ? And if to these 
the Christian Legislator has superadded some 
sublimer sentiments of morality, they are such 
as no less clearlj^ approve themselves to every 
candid mind. To bear injuries patiently, — to 
forgive, as we hope to be forgiven,— to extend 
our kindness to all men, in imitation of the 
great Parent of nature, who sendeth his rain on 
the just and on the unjust,— to deal with others, 
as we should reasonably wish to be dealt with 
ourselves in the same circumstances, — to govern 
our vicious thoughts and inclinations, as well^s 
to abstain from vicious acts,: — to raise oiir souls 
' from present gratifications to the contemplation 
of sublimer, though distant enjoyments; these- 
are improvements in morality, which indeed 
carry the christian system far beyond any other 
the world ever saw, but which, at the same time, 
most clearly tend to promote the dignity and 
happiness of man, and therefore cannot justly be 
rejected by any one, who wishes to act consist* 
ently with the dictates of reason, who is not 
guided by blind lusts and brutal passions. 

. Thus we see, then, the foolishness of God, 
• when rightly weighed, is wiser thap men. The 

Apostle, - 
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Apostle, in my text, farther adds, ** and th« 
** weakness of God is stronger than men*'' 

' The truth of this I might shew in a variety of 
instances. But, unwilling to trespass too long 
upon your time and patience, I shall confine 
myself to that single one, which the Apostle St 
Paul seems to have had principally in view,-^ 
the miraculous propagation of the Gospel of 
Christ. Whoever well considers the circum- 
stances under which the reli«;ion we profess made 
its first appearance in the world, may justly call 
it the weakness of God. It springs up in an 
obscure comer of the world ; in a nation, once 
the peculiar care of Providence, but then de- 
i^pised, and groaning under the heavy yoke of 
Roman usurpation : its doctrines are severe, and 
contrary fo the corruptions of the world : its re- 
ligious rites, are opposite to the impure or de- 
praved worship both of Gentile and Jewish su- 
perstition : the natural corruption of the human 
heart,' the interested prejudice of bigotry, and 
the strength of civil power, are united together, 
in one confederate band, to oppose its progress. 
And who, then, are the men, who are to'coun-^ 
teract this formidable alliance, and to introduce 
the doctrines of Christianity into the world, in 
spite of all these disadvantages?* — An obscure 
Galilean is its first publisher : illiterate fishermen 

2 2 and 
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a»d mechanics are its propagators :-^m^ij, yoi^^ 
of every natural and acquirecl advantage;; with- 
out birth, without art, without learning, without 
eloquence,- without connections, without pove^:, 
without wealth.; nay, even compelled to eariji 
the ywf bread they eat by the daily sweat of tbeir 
brows* Could thcr^ be circumstances more unr 
fevourable r Could there be a contest morg unr 
equal-? Could there be a greater appearance of 
weakness and imbecility ? Yet^ see ! how muck 
the weakness of God is stronger tHaa men! 
Under all these disadvantages, the Gospel of 
Christ makes its way in tl^e world with, incredible 
rapidity, a^d, flies,, like the winged lightning^ 
from east to west Jews and proselytes, strangers 
of Rome, Cretes and Arabians, all acknowledge 
the wonderfnl work of God. The corruption of 
man is convicted' the pride of reason is humbled, 
the prejudice of bigotry is conquered, the strength 
of civil power is broken. Can there be a greater 
instance of a divine interposition? Can therc^ 
be a fuller proof, that the weakness of God i« 
stronger than men? Well might, therefore^ th^ 
Apostle say in the emphatic words following my 
text, " God bath chosen the foolish -tilings of 
V the world to confound the wise^ and God 
** hath chpsen the weak things of the world 
** to confound the mighty ; and base things of 
*' the world, and things which are despi/sed, h.ftt}j 
S • '' God 
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V Gbd ^osea ;. jnea, • and; tbings.whicJi are get^ 
«* to bring to nough^t things which ^e ; tbajt-nio. 
*^ flesh should glpry in bis presence/' 

. Remember, therefore, my brethren, that as 
crflea as you profess your belief in the Gps^l^ of 
Christ, you ^re acknowledging a systenj, wbicli 
ha^th God for its aatbor, and is suppf)rted by the 
most cogent arguments :— a system founded on 
the most perfect rujes o^f. wisdom ; wbicK pro- 
vides equally for the honour of God yo<*r Maker 
and the happiness of yourselves ; which requires 
you, to believe nothing, which is not perfectly 
i^reeable to right reason, and which lay^ no re- 
straints upon you, which a wise man would not 
wish to lay upon himself:- a system, not founded 
iipon prospects of ii^terest, not inculcated by 
force or terror of arms, not insinuated by enticing 
words of man's wisdom : which hath maintained 
its ground, under every seem'mg disadvantage, 
s^ainst all its eniemies,. aiid, we trust, under 
God, will stilt continue to do si>, tUl time shalt 
be no more* 

Those who are learned in Christ, I need not 
e^ort to hold fast the profession of their faith 
without wavering. They well knovv^ in whom 
they have believed^ and want not my feeble and 
imp^ect aid to strengthen and support the. 

grounds 
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grounds if their belief. But the weak and un- 
learned brethren in Christ, who have neither the 
means Aor the abilities to inquire for themselves, 
wili suffer me to exhort them not to fall from 
their stcdfastness, or to be shaken, by any licen- 
tious opposition against Christianity. The cause 
of sucih licentiousness, striking at the %Try fun- 
damentals of religion, in a country, where in 
reason one would least expect to find it, I take 
not upon me to assign : be it 'on the con- 
sciences of those who assume it to themselves, or 
who do not their part to restrain and suppress it 
But the effects of it every sincere Christian will 
join' with me in deploring, which tend to weaken 
the bonds of society, to introduce an inundation 
of wickedness, and to cut off the only reasonable 
hope man can entertain, that of a future state of 
existence and happiness. , 

It IS not, however, from the strength of their 
airguments, or the weakness of our cause, that 
danger is to be apprehended. Christianity has 
stood more dangerous attacks, and has en- 
countered more formidable opponents, than a 
Rousseau, a Voltaire, or a Gibbon, whom igno- 
rant and superficial reasoners are apt to consider * 
as the unanswerable champions of infidelity, 
though, in fact, they are only the retailers of 
stale and hacknied objections. But the mis- 
fortune 
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fortune is, though thesa audacious scfptics have 
again and again beon answered, th||^ will not be 
•ilenced. Tfley echo, .with unceasing a^^iduity; 
the trite subtleties of ancient deism, or Platonic * 
metaphysics; still hoping, that some unstable 
soul may be beguiled with theii* vain words. One 
advantage, of much more consequence than ail 
their arguments, I fear,, we all of us are too ready 
to give them by our irregular and immoral conr 
duct : for it is a truth not to be dissembled, that 
the unchristian lives of the professors of Christi- 
anity have ever afforded the strongest matter of 
triumph to its enemies. This, however, it is 
always in our own power to remove ; and sure I 
am, that both the honour of our holy religion, 
and a regard to our own happiness, call upon us 
to remove it speedily. And if these are insuffi- 
cient ; if the mercies of God, who has vouch- 
safed to us the purest profession of the purest 
religion, cannot prevail upon us to conform to 
its precepts, it remains only for his judgments 
to awaken us to a better sense of our duty. For 
as the unbeliever will one day find, that the 
foolishness of God is wiser than men ; so also the 
immoral believer will one day severely feel, that 
the weakness of God is stronger than men. 

EXD OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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